THEGIFTOF TEACHING -A SFEAKING GFT

Text Romans12:7:1 Cor. 1228

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS GIFT

A. Thegift of teadhing was the God given ability to clealy
explain the truth of God's Word and apply it in such away
that believers were spiritually edified.

B. Thisgift involved more than just imparting Biblicd fads
and informationto athers. Itevidenced itself with the
power to blessothers and help them ontoward spiritual
maturity.

C. Thisgift linked the truth of Gods Word from certain
individuals to athers which in turn was passd onfrom one
generationto anather. (Il Tim. 22) Here we seePaul
pasgng the truth onto Timothy who wasto pessit onto
faithful men whowereto giveit to athers.

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift was exercised very closely with the gift of
prophegy or preading.

1. Wefindthisto betrue & the beginning of the church
(Acts5:42).

2. Wefindthisto betruein the church at Antioch
(Acts13:1; 15:35).

3. Wefindthisaso evidenced by the gaostle Paul while
ke was under house arest at Rome (Acts 28:30, 3).



4. Thiswas also evidenced in the ministry of our Lord
(Matt. 4:23).

B. Thisgift was also associated with and exercised very
closely along side the gift of pastoring.

1. We seethisin Eph. 411 where the word are redly only
ore and refer to the same person.

2. Thisisaso evidenced in the qudificaion d abishop
a pastor (I Tim. 3:2). Heshoud be "apt" or have a
cgpadty for and a disposition toward helping others
toward spiritual maturity.

3. Wefindthisaso in referenceto the Lord's srvant in
Il Tim. 2224,25. We may conclude then that the gift of
teading is essntial to and appeas aong side the gift
d pastoring.

C. Thisgift was exercised by othersin the ealy church and it
was no doulh awidespread gift.

1. Wenadticethat Aquila and Priscill a exercised this
particular gift. (Acts 18:26)

2. Wefind areferencefor some of the women to teadh the
yourger women (Il Tim. 1.5; 3:14,15 Titus 2:4).

3. Paul told the Colosdans to tead and admonish ore
ancther (Col. 3:16).

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APHALIESTO INDIVIDUALSIN OUR DAY

A. This Godgiven ability to clealy explain and apply the
Word of God can orly be reaognized and exercised by a
faithful pursuit to lean the doctrines of the Word of God.
Thisiswhat is meant by waiti ng onteading (Rom. 127).
One must know abou salvation, the church in God's program,
last things and etc. in arder to tead athers.



B. Although anindividual has been given the gift of teading,
before he can exerciseit he must first be equipped by the
teading of someone dse. These Biblicd truths must be
handed down to faithful men who will teat cthers also
(' Tim. 22).

C. If anindividua hasthe gift of teating he will findashe
leans the things of God that he will be &leto clealy
explain and apply them to athersin such away that they are
edified. Many christians know the truth abou many things
inthe Word of God, bu becaise they do nd have the gift of
teading they can't explain them to athersin away that
blesses and kel ps them.

IV. WHAT ISOFTENTIMES MISAPA.IED CONCERNING THIS GIFT

A. Sometimes people ad flippantly and irresponsibly toward
the stewardship which is assciated with the gift. Some do
na give themselves to the study and preparationwhich is
needful. Theteater who orly spends afew minutes on
Saturday to prepare for Sunday's lesson shoud consider
the almonition given in James 3:1.

B. Many havethe eroneousideaif a personwhois unfaithful
isgiven aposition like teading, thiswill force an
individual to study andin the processit will make him
faithful. Thisisin dred disobedienceto the Word of
God. A steward must first be faithful (I Cor. 4:2).
Putting an individual in a position to tead when he does



no give evidencethat he has this gift will result in ladk
of spiritual growth and maturity among believersin a
church.



