THEGIFTOF MIRACLES - ASIGNGIFT

TEXT: I Cor. 1210,28

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THISGIFT

A. Thisgift isthe God-given pawver to perform an ad whichis
contrary to natural law. It has been defined as "an event of
supernatural power, palpable to the senses, acaompanying the
servant of the Lord to authenticate the divine mmmisson.”

B. Thisgift isasociated with threedistinct terms which
demonstrate threediff erent aspeds which are invalved in its
exercise.

1. First of dl amiradeisassociated with , supernatural
power.e It involves God stepping into His universe and
setting aside the ordinary laws of nature to dosomething
extraordinary. For exampleto raisethe dead isamirade
becaiseit iscontrary to natural laws but an answer to
prayer would na be unlessthis were the cae. Super-
natural power over natural lawsiswhat the Lord Jesus
demonstrated in walking on water, multi plying the loaves
and the fishes, and stilli ng the storm.

2. Seondy amiradeis palpable to the senses meaning it
causes,wondere of amazement when it occurs. Wonder or
amazement was the outcome of Bible mirades. (Mk.2:12,
6:51; Luke 5:9).

3. Thirdly amiradeisa,signe that authenticates the doer
as adivinely commissoned servant of the Lord and
validates hismessage. The goostle Paul referred to this
fad when writing to the Corinthian believers
(I Cor. 1212). Note dso Rom. 1518,19.



EXERCISE

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. The purpose of mirades, to authenticae the message and the
mesenger, is a1 in the mirade-working ministry of the Lord
Jesus Christ (Jn. 2Q30,31).

1. When Jesus performed Hisfirst mirade & Cana His
disciples "believed” in Him (Jn. 211).

2. When Jesus fed the 5,000thase who witnessed it dedared
"thisis of atruth that prophet that shoud come into the
world." (dn. 6:14)

B. Thisgift was exercised by certain apostlesto authenticae
them and their message so athers would believe onthe Lord.

1. When Peter raised Dorcas from the dead Many believed in
the Lord (Acts 9:42).

2. When Paul pronourced bindnessuponElymas, the deputy
believed (Acts 13:12).

3. When the gostles were sent out to pread they exercised
this gift of mirades 9 that others would believe onthe
Lord (Matt. 10.7,8).

4. It shoud be noted that this sgn gift bore aspeadal
testimony at the beginning of the dhurch age andit served

to authenticate the words of the gostles until the
New Testament was written.

EXTENT

1. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIES TO INDIVIDUALS IN OUR DAY

A. Thegift of mirades was used in the ealy church to
authenticae the message and the messenger as being from God.



After therevelation d God was completed there ceaed to be
aned for thisgift. Today the ministry of the Holy Spirit

is sufficient as the Scriptures are preaded (Jn. 1717,

16:13; 1l Tim. 3:16,17.

B. Thisgift shoud na be cnfused with remarkable axswersto
prayer, God meding our needs, and a host of other wonderful
things which God dcesin the believer'slife.

C. Thisgift could be demonstrated today if condtions were
similar to the ealy church and God's message and messengers
needed to be aithenticated. Such a cae seemsto have
appeaedin 196566 onthe missonfieldin Indoresia. But
after the new conwverts got into the Scriptures the miraaulous
events diminished. It shoud be noted that the gift of
mirades authenticated the gostolic message and if God
choosesto use this gift today it would orly occur ona
misgon field setting where He would demonstrate His power
over heahenidds.

ERROR

IV.HOW THIS GIFT CAN BE MISUSED AND MISAPRLIED

A. Some daim to pessssthe gift of mirades and they pedde
their clamsto entertain or to draw crowds for material
and financial reasons.

B. Some may suppcse that this gift is operative in ou day and
be drawn to so-cdled "mirade workers' for help.

C. Some promote the miraaulous as the determining fador of
what is giritual. These fail to seethat Satan uses sich
means to ensnare and condemn the undscerning



(Il Thess 29,10 Rev. 1312-15).

D. Some may take Mark 16:17-20 ou of context and wseit as
ameans of proving one's faith bu these promises were
fulfill ed in the mirades of apaostolic days (Heb. 23,4).



