THEGIFTOF SHOWING MERCY - ASERVING GIFT

TEXT: Romans12:8,15

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS GIFT

A. The gift of showing mercy was the God given ability to show
compasson uponthose who were suffering.

B. Thisgift, like dl the gifts which were for the elificaion
d the body of Christ, was direded primarily to believers
ba it no douh extended to athers (Gal. 6:10).

C. Thisgift involved more than just fedings of pity, it
evidenced itself in dang deeds to reli eve thase who were
suff ering.

D. Thisgift required a cetain element along with its exercise
(Rom. 128). It wasn't enough to relieve those suffering
ot of constraint or duty this gift strengthened athers by
the manner in which it was exercised.

E. Noticethe natura tendency isto avoid thase who are
suffering. But thase who have this gift are motivated to

identify with the misfortune and dstressof others andto
render dedals of love and concern.

EXERCISE

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift was exemplified in the life and ministry of the



Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus was moved with compasson and
it extended beyondjust fedings of pity. Hefed the
the multitudes, heded the lepers, gave sight to the blind
and helped those in nedd.

B. Thisgift was displayed in thelives of different individuals
as they sought to reli eve the sufferings of othersin the
body of Christ.

1. It was no doul evidenced when some sold their
possessonsto help the poar in the ealy church
(Acts2:44,45.

2. Dorcas catainly seansto be one who dsplayed this
gift (Acts 9:36).

3. Otherswould include the Phili ppian jail er
(Acts 16:33,39 and also Onesiphaus (Il Tim. 1:16,17%).

EXTENT

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIES TO INDIVIDUALSIN OUR DAY

A. Thosewho have the gift of showing mercy will evidencethis
gift in serving to relieve those suffering and nd just
spe&ing abou them. Some folks how pity but not
performance "If | can help youjust let me know, or
you knawv you can cdl onmeif you need me".

B. The gift of showing mercy doesn't end with caring abou
thosein nedl, it expressesitself in sharing with those
in nead. Note James 2:15,16.

C. The personwho hes this gift will do more than relieve or
help those in nead, he will be aleto doit in away that
blesses others and strengthens them.

D. Sometimesfolksdo help athers but it isvery evident they
do nd possssthe gift of showing mercy because of their
attitudes and motivesinvaved. "I'll help you bu it's
only because | can't get out of it." "Youjust remember who
did thisfor you." Thosewho have this gift help relieve



others but they dont put others down in the time of it.

ERROR

IV. HOW THIS GIFT MAY BE MISAPA.IED OR MISUSED

A. Likewith the other giftsit's possble for a personto
beamme proud d his ahbility to empathize with athers.

B. Ancther error would be to buld upresentment toward cthers
who dort seam to sensitive or concerned abou others.

C. Individuals with this particular gift may have astrong
tendency to be led at times by their emotions rather than
reason.



