
THE  GI FTS OF K N O WL  E  D  G  E AND OF                                   

W I S D O M - A S PEAKING GIFT TEXT:  I CORI NTHIANS 12:8 

EXPLANATI ON  

I.  WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN THESE GIFTS 

A.  These t wo g i f ts s eemed t o b e c l osel y a ssoci at ed w i t h one 
anot her a l t hough th ey a r e d i st i nct o ne f r om anot her (I 
Cor. 12:8).  

B.  T he g i ft of knowl edge was evi dentl y t he God- gi ven a bi l i t y 
to di scover , or gani ze and c l ar i f y spir i t ual t r uth t hro ugh 
a concen t rated stud y of God's Word.  

C.  The g i f t o f w is dom on t he o t her ha nd w as t he God- gi ven 
ability to app l y t he knowledge of God' s truth to life  
sit uat i ons.  

EXERCISE  

I I .   HOW THESE GIFTS WERE EXERCI SED IN THE NEW T ESTAMENT 

A.  The gi f t o f knowl edge w as used t o d i st i ngui sh 
bet ween truth and  error and to dir ect one' s zeal or  
desi re to  serve t he Lo r d.  

1.  We s ee t hi s i s what t he C or i nt hi ans w er e l acki ng i n 
and n o d oubt w hy Pa ul p r ayed t he p r ayer h e d i d f or 
th em in I C or. 1 : 5 .   These f ol ks h ad al l t he g i f t s 
and t hey n o d oubt had a d esi r e t o s erv e t he L or d b ut 
they were cert ainl y going about i t in the  wrong 
ways.  

2.  Not i ce t he a post l e P aul p r ayed a si mi l ar p r ayer f or 
the Co l ossi ans (Co l .  1 : 9 ) .   Their churc h was 
pla gued by t he h er et i cal t eachi ngs o f gnost i ci sm and 
t hi s h ad led t o questi ons ab out t he d eity of Ch r ist , 
wor shi ppi ng o f a ngel s, a nd u nwar r ant ed a nd 
unmeani ng- fu l a scet ic i sm.  

3.  We a l so f i nd a  good e xampl e o f w her e t hi s g i f t w as 
lacking amon g the re ligious Jews (Rom. 1 0: 1 , 2 ).   This of 
cour se i s u nder st andabl e b ecause t hese f ol ks w er e n ot s aved 
and a par t f r om salv at i on t her e i s n o i mpar ta t io n of sp i r i tua l 
gif t s.  



 B.  The g i f t o f wi sdom was u sed i n a  var i et y o f w ays a nd we 
see i t i nvol ved a ppl yi ng w hat w as k nown t o d i f f er ent 
circumst ances.  

1.  One e xer ci se of t hi s g i f t w as b efo r e u nr easonabl e a nd 
host i l e c our t s.  In t hi s c onnect i on we s ee t hat 
Pet er exercised it before the Jewish Sanhedrin (Acts 
4:19;  5 :29) . Stephen did the s ame (A cts 6:1 0 ) .   
Paul no doubt ex erc i sed t his gift on  many oc casi ons: 
at Damascus (Acts 9 :22) ;  at Jerusalem (Acts 9 : 2 9 ) ;  
before Felix ( Acts 24:10);  befor e Festu s (Acts 
25 : 6 ) ;  bef ore Agr i ppa (Acts 2 6 :1 ) ,  

2.  A s econd w ay th i s g i f t w as e xer cis ed w as i n a nswer i ng 
the arguments of t hose unsaved.  I n th i s connection  
Paul used i t on M ar s Hi ll i n At hens ( Act s 17:17);  at 
Ephesus ( Act s 18: 19)  and a mong t he Jews o n many 
occasions (Act s 17: 2 ,3).  

3.  A third wa y th i s gift was exe r cis ed was to solve  
various proble ms.  We see this us ed i n Acts 6 when  
seven man w er e c hosen t o s et t l e t he mat t er o f 
cer t ai n ge ntile wi dows being negl ecte d.  These men  
had the gift o f wi sdom.  Another example of this gif t 
being exercised was  at the council at Jerusalem (Acts 
15 ) .  

4.  Fi nal l y w e s ee t hat t hi s g i f t e xer ci sed i n c onnect i on 
with making th e pr oper choices in  how to  best serve  
the Lord (Eph. 5:15,17;  James 3:13).  

EXTENT 

III.   HOW T HESE GI FTS OPERATE AND APPLY T O I NDIV ID UALS I N 
OUR DAY 

A.  Bot h t he g i f t of k nowl edge a nd t he g i f t o f w i sdom i s 
st i l l given t o many of th e Lord' s people i n our day .  W e 
have many ex ampl es of m en w ho h ave b een g i ven a g r eat 
degr ee o f d ept h and underst andi ng i n t he t hing s of God .  
Dr.  John Wal voor d a nd D r . D wi ght P ent ecost a r e 
out st andi ng ex amples.  However th ese gifts are not j ust 
limited to a f ew.  I would say Pa stor Lester  Roloff 
exercised it b efor e the civil cou r ts of Texas.  I be l iev e 
it is possesse d by many p ast or s a s w el l a s o t her s i n o ur 
day.  Many a r e a ble t o answer wis ely t he arg ument s of 
tho se unsaved.  Many use it t o settle  or solve vario us 
problems.  

B.  The gift o f wi sdom is seen to day i n the teacher who can 
appl y t he p r i nci ple s o f G od' s Wor d t o t he p r obl ems 
peopl e face, in  th e Christian cou nsel or who is able t o 



help those who  have developed pro blems they can't 
handle, and in  the past or w ho i s a bl e t o l ead h i s p eopl e 
t hr ough v ar i ous a nd difficult circums t ances in this  
world.  
 

ERROR 

IV.   WHAT IS SOMETIMES WRONGLY ASSOCIATED WITH THIS GIFT 

A.   Some may suppo se since they do no t possess this gift  they 
shoul d make n o a t te mpt s t o s t udy G od's W or d a nd b ecome 
more knowledgeable .  But all believer s are exhorted to  
study and to g r ow ( II Tim. 2:15;  II Pet . 3:1 8 ).  

B.   Oftentimes ind i viduals with this gift can commit sin  i n 
becomi ng p r oud o f what t hey k now e speci al l y i f t hey l ook 
down o n o t her s a nd of f end t hem who a re w eaker i n t he fait h 
(I Cor. 8:1;  10- 12).  

C.  There are seve r al things we may d i scern about these  
par t i cul ar g i f t s an d t hose w ho p ossess t hem.  Many f ol ks 
want t o s er ve t he Lor d a nd h ave g r eat zeal b ut t hey l ack 
the kn owl edge to g o wi t h it.   Knowle dge wit hout zeal 
r esul t s i n u nf r ui tf ul ness.  Zeal on th e o t her h and witho ut 
knowledge resu l ts i n er r or .  The per son who possesses th e 
gi f t o f w i sdom i s not a k now i t a l l or o ne w ho t r i es t o do 
al l t he t al ki ng o r di r ect e ver yt hi ng - t hi s l eads o nl y t o 
pr obl ems.  But r ath er t he t hi ngs s poken o f i n J ames 3 : 13-
18 w i l l b e e vi dent i n t he l i f e o f t he per son w hom God h as 
so b l essed w i t h t hi s a bi l i t y.  Wi t h th ese t hi ngs t hose 
wi t h t hi s g i f t a r e abl e t o a nswer t he ar gument s o f t he 
unsaved, s et t l e p ro bl ems a nd make p r oper choices.  

 


