THE AFISGFKNOWL E D G E A\DOF

W1SDOM-ASPEAKING GIFT TEXT: |CORI NTHIANS 12: 8

EXFLANATI ON

I. WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN THESE GIFTS

A Theset wogiftss eenedt ob ec | osel ya ssociatedwith one
anot hera | thoughth eya redistincto nef romanother (|
Co. 12:8).

B.T hegift of know edge was evident yt heGod-givenability
to discover, organi ze andc larify spir itual truth through
aconcen trated study of God's Word.

C Thegifto fw is domont heo therha ndwast heGod-gi ven
ability to app |l yt he knowledge of God s truthtolife
st uations.

EXERCISE

HOW THESE GIFTS WERE EXERCSED IN THE NEW T ESTAMENT

A The gift o f know edge was wused to distinguish
bet ween truth and emor andto dir ect one's zealor
desireto sernvet helo rd.

1. Vs eet hisi s whatt heCorinthianswerel ackingi n
andn od oubtw hyPa ulp rayedt hep rayerh edidf or
theminlIC or. 1:5. Thesef olksh adal It hegifts
andt heyn od oubt hadad esiret os ervet heL ordb ut
they were cert ainl 'y goingabouti t inthe wrong
ways.

2. Noticet heapostlePaulp rayeda simlarp rayerf or
theCo lossians (Col. 1:9). Ther churc h was
pa gued byt heh ereticalt eachingso f gnosticismand
thish ad ledt o quest onsab out thed etyofCh  rist |,
wor shi ppingo fa ngel s,a ndu nwarranteda nd
unneani ng-fu la scetic i sm

3. Walsof inda goode xanpl eo fw heret hisg iftw as
lackingamon g the re ligious Jews (Rom. 10: 1, 2). This of
coursei su nderstandabl eb ecauset hesef ol ksweren ots aved
anda partf romsalv ationt herei sn o impatation ofsp iritual
gf ts.



B. Thegifto fwi sdomwasu sedi na varietyo fw aysa nd we
seei ti nvol veda ppl yi ngwhatw ask nownt od ifferent
crcumst  ances.

1. nhee xerciseoft hisgiftw asb eforeu nreasonabl ea nd
hostilec ourts. Int hisc onnectionwes eet hat
Pet er exercisedit before the Jewish Sanhedrin (Acts
4:19; 5:29). Sephenddthes ame(Acts 6:1 0).
Pauno doubtex ercisedt his gifton nany oc casi ons:
at Damesaus(Ads 9:22); at Jerusalem (Adts 9:2 9);
before Felix ( Ads 24:10); befor e Festu s (Ads
25: 6); befoeAy ipa@Ads 26:1),

2. Asecondwayth isgiftw ase xercis edwasi na nsweri ng
the arguments oft hose unsaved. I n th i sconnection
Paul used itonM ars HIi n Athens( Acts 17:17); at
Ephesus( Acts 18: 19) anda nongt he Jewso n rany
occasons(Ad s 17: 2,3).

3. Athirdwa y thi sgftwasexe rcis edwasto solve
various proble ns. Weseethisus edi n Acts6when
sevenmanwerec hosent os ettlet hemattero f
certainge ntlewi  dowsbeingnegl ecte d. These men

had the gift o f wisdom. Another exanple of this gif t
being exercsedwas atthe counc at Jerusalem (Acts
15) .

4. Hnallywes ee thatt hisgifte xercisedi nc onnection
with making th e pr oper choicesin howto bestserve
the Lo (Eph. 5:15,17; James 3:13).

EXTENT

[1. HOW T HESE GI FTS OPERATE AND APPLY TO | NDIVIDUALS I N
OWR DAY

A Botht hegift ofk now edgea ndt hegifto fw i sdomi s
stil lgvent o nany ofth e Lord' s people in ourday .W e
have maryex anpl es ofm enwhoh aveb eengivenag reat
degreeo fd ept h and underst andi ngi nt het hing s ofGod .
Dr. John W&l voorda ndDr.D w ghtP ent ecosta re

out st andi ngex amples. However th ese (giftsare notj ust
imitedto af ew. |lwould say Pa stor Lester Roloff
exercised itb efor e thecmlcou rts ofTexas. Ibe liev e
it is possesse d by manyp astorsa swella sothersi no ur
day. Minyareable to answer ws ely the argumeits of
tho se unsaved. Many useit tosette or solve vario us
problems.

B. Thegifto f wisdomisseento day i ntheteacher who can

appl yt hep rinciple so fG od sWordt o thep robl ens
peopl e face,in th e Christian cou nsel orwhois able to



help those who have developedpro blems they can't

handle, and in the pastorw hoi sable tol eadhisp eople
throughv ariousa nd difficult circums t ances in this
world.

ERROR

V. WHAT IS SOMETIMES WRONGLY ASSOCIATED WITH THIS GIFT

A. Somemay suppo se since they do no t possess this gift they
shoul dmaken oa tte nptst os tudyGodsW orda ndb econe
more knowledgeable .  Butall believer s are exhorted to

sudyandiog rov (Il Tm 2:15; Pt . 3:1 8).

B. Oftentimesind i viduals with this gift can commit sin in
becomngp roudo f whatt heyk nowespeciallyi ft heyl ook
downo no thersa nd of fendt hemwhoa rew eakeri nt he fat h
(Co. 8:1; 10-12).

C. There are seve r al things we may d I scern about these
particul arg iftsan dt hosewhop ossesst hem Manyf ol ks
wantt os ervet he Lorda ndh aveg reat zealb utt heyl ack
thekn owledgetog o with it. Knowe dge wt hout zeal
resultsi nunfruitf ul ness. Zeal onth eotherh and witho ut
knowedgeresu Its in error. Theper sonwho possessesth e
gifto fw isdomi s notak nowi ta Iloro newhot riest o do
allt het alkingor directe verything -thisl eadso nlyt o
problens. Butr athert het hingss pokenofi nJ anmes3 : 13-
18willb eevident int hel ifeoft he personwhomGodh as
sob lessedwitht hisability. Wthth eset hingst hose
wtht hisgifta re ablet oanswert he argunentso ft he
unsaved,s ettlep robl ensa ndmakep roper choices.



