THEGIFTOF HEALING - ASIGN GFT

TEXT: | COR. 1228,30

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS GIFT

A. Thegift of heding isthe God-given ahility to intervene in
asupernatural way as an instrument for the auring of ill ness
andtherestoration d hedth.

B. Thisgift isill ustrated in the ministry of the Lord Jesus
(Matt. 9:35) and that of the seventy disciples whom He sent
out (Matt. 107,8, Luke 10:17-20).

EXERCISE

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift, like the other sign gifts, was used to
authenticae the message of the gospel and those delivering
that message (Acts 5:12; Heb. 23,4).

B. Thisgift was not used to randamly cure every ill ness
When it was exercised it was dore to confirm the gospel
being presented (Acts 8:5-7,12).

C. Noticethere were many sick onesin the days of the gaostles
who were not heded (Phil. 225-27; 1l Cor. 127-10;
| Tim. 5:23; | Cor. 23; 1l Cor. 11:30; 12.5; Ga. 4:13).

D. Notice dso there were no "heding evangelists' in the
New Testament days. It shoud also be kept in mind that
al giftswereto be exercised to buld upthe body of
Christ whichisthe durch.



E. Peter (Acts 3:6-8; 5:15,16 9:32-41) as well as Paul
possessd this sgn gift (Acts 14:8-10; 19:11,12 18.8,9).
Philli p also exercised this gift (Acts 8:6,7).

EXTENT

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIES TO INDIVIDUALSIN OUR DAY

A. Thesign gift of physicd heding does not extendto ou day.
Exercise of this gift isnat required to believe what God

saysin HisWord. The message has arealy been
authenticaed (Heb. 23,4).

B. God daes hed peoplein ou day in answer to prayer but this
isnat the result of the gift of heding being exercised.
Heding isasovereign ad of Godto acamplish Hiswill in
cetain individuals for Hisown glory (dn. 92,3).

C. Noticewe ae not exhorted to hed or to exercise the gift
of heding in ou day, bu we ae exhorted to exercise the
spe&king and serving gfts.

D. The ministry of heding mentioned in James 5:14-161is
restrictive to God's people and refers to circumstances
involving chastening and making reconcili ation through
repentance and confesson. This procedure of cdli ng the
eldersrefers to a private setting in which confesson o
faultsis made.

ERROR

IV. HOW THIS GIFT CAN BE MISUSED AND MISAPRLIED



A. Some atempt to make the sign gift of heding a part of the
ministry today. Such an attempt fail s to recognize the
purpose behind the sign gifts - to authenticate the men and
their message prior to the completed revelation d God |

B. Some daim to possessthe gift of heding in ou day.
Usually the sick are required to exhibit a cetain amourt of
faith havever in order to be heded. Thisclam failsto
understand that the sign gifts ceased with the gastolic age.
The gostle Paul wasn't laking in faith and yet he left
Trophmus sck at Miletus (Il Tim. 4:20).

C. Some who contend that this gift is operative in ou day also
propagate that it's Gods will for everyone to be heded.
This assumption fail sto understand the dfeds of the aurse
of sin (Rom. 5:12; Il Cor. 5:4). Itisalso evident in
Paul's effliction that it's not Gods will for everyoneto be
heded. God dten uses the sufferings of someto ded with
the heats of others (Il Cor. 1:5,6).

D. So-cdled heding preaters and heding services have become
the source of much sensationalism and commercialism because
thereisaworld full of people who are suffering.
Statistics have shown that the foregoing almost always begins
with dsill usionment and ends with dsappantment.



