THEGIFTOF FAITH - A SERVING GIFT

TEXT: | Cor. 129; 132

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS GIFT

A. The gift of faith is the God-given ability to seewhat God
wants dore and to exercise unwavering confidencein Him to
acomplish it inspite of any obstades.

B. Those who pesessthis gift demonstrate it with desires which
arein line with Gods desires or will .

C. Thisgift motivates those who haveit to visuaize what God
wants dore and then encourage othersto set out to doit by
the Lord's help.

D. Thegift of faith isnot to be confused with cther areas
of faith.

1. Noticeto be saved requires the exercise of faith bu
it'snot to be confused with the gift of faith
(Eph. 28,9).

2. Noticeto livethe Christian life takes a cetain amourt
of faith bu it isnot to be cnfused with the gift of
faith (Il Cor. 5:7).

3. Noticeto peasethe Lord in certain areas of our lives
aso requiresfaith bu thisisnot to be cmnfused with
the gift of faith (Heb. 116; Gal. 5:22.23 Mal. 3:10).



EXERCISE

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift was demonstrated in the life of the gostle Paul
0N NUMErous OCCasions.

1. Paul could visualize God's desire for othersto hea
the gospel and ke saved (Acts 9:15,16 | Thess 2:19).

2. Paul could seeGod's hand even in the worst kind o
situations and this grengthened him to perseverein
carying out Godswill (Acts 20:24).

B. Barnabas ®ansto have demonstrated this gift asoin
referenceto the dhurch at Antioch - he went there with a
vision d what God wanted dore and seeking othersto be
used of the Lord to acomplishit (Acts 11:22 - 26).

EXTENT

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIES TO INDIVIDUALSIN OUR DAY

A. The personwho hesthis gift will demonstrateit in
attempting grea things for God which arein line with
Hiswill. They will be motivated to see awork that God
wants dore and they will set out to trust God to use them and
othersto bring it to fruition.

B. Thisgift manifestsitself today in individuals who are
motivated to establi sh churches, Christian schods, Bible
coll eges, missonary boards and aher works which God wants
dore. They themselves are visionaries for God and they are
not only motivated but they also motivate othersto have a
part in what God wants dore.



ERROR

IV. HOW THIS GIFT MAY BE MISUSED AND MISAPHR.IED

A. Those with this gift may findit hard to have patiencewith
thosewhofindit hard to trust God and with those who
fail to visualize what God desires.

B. Individuals withou this gift can become caried away with
human ambitions which are not direded by the Lord. What
Godisinwill become evident. Mourtainswill begin to
move!

C. Thosewho pasessthis gift can become discouraged when
others donit rally alongside them and give enthusiastic
suppat.



