THEGIFTOF EVANGELISM -A SFEAKING GIFT

Text Acts21:8; Eph. 411; Il Tim. 45

EXPLANATION

. WHAT WASINVOLVED IN THIS GIFT

A. Thisgift invaved the God-given ability to pread the gospel
and draw unsaved folks to make deasions for Christ and
lecome apart of the church.

B. Thisgift differs from the misgonary gift in that it does
nat involve adapting or relating to ather cultures or church
planting. It differsfrom the gift of prophecy or preading
in that it centers on presenting the daims of Christ and
resultsin church growth rather than leading and instructing
believers.

EXERCISE

II. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Thisgift of evangelism was used by those who hed it to
sprea the gospel and win athersto Christ in avariety of

ways.

1. Phili p whowas one of the seven (Acts 6:5; 21:8) spreal
the gospel to the Samaritans (Acts 8:5) but he dso went
to oresingleindividual in the desert (Acts 8:26,27).

2. Paul exercising the gift wonawoman down by theriver
(Acts 16:14) andadso amaninjail (Acts16:31,32.

3. Other times those with this gift won peoplein the



market places, along the highway, andin their homes.

B. Thisgift isonly mentioned threetimesin the N.T. and it
no doub refers to the work that is dorne by a God-cdled
and God-appanted individual (Acts21:8; Eph. 411;
Il Tim. 45). However from Il Tim. 4:5 we @nclude that
others areto beinvalved in the same work that an evangeli st
iscdled to do. But thisgift isgiven to orewhois
spedaficdly singled ou and sent by the Holy Spirit to win
souls and add to the church.

C. Thisgift apparently bridged the gap between what the
apostles and prophets were cdl ed to doand that which the
pastors were cdled to do(Eph. 412). The gostles were
misgonaries who danted churches. The prophets and pastors
led and instructed those in the church. The evangelists on
the other hand were used o the Lord to bring others into the
church.

EXTENT

. HOW THIS GIFT OPERATES AND APALIES TO INDIVIDUALSIN OUR DAY

A. Firstof al if anindividual hasthe gift of evangelism he
will recave apersona cdl from the Lord to preadr. Then
as he beginsto exercise that gift and cdli ng, he will
discover whether or not he has the gift of evangelism.
Usually evangeli sts make poar pastors. Pastors onthe
other hand are not usually suited to be evangelists. However
an individual may possssboth gifts and many times those
with gift of evangelism must first lean the problems of the
pastorate in arder to help a pastor and his people.

B. Based uponthe fad that Phili p was one of the seven men
cdled to servein Acts 6 some surmise that these were
dea®ns and that Phili p was sSmply adea®n a servant. But
it shoud be noted that whil e Phili p served to help in that
particular instance, he was also cdled to pread (Acts 8:5)



and as he preadied he won many to Christ which were alded to
the dhurch. So it foll ows that Phili p was not only cdled to
pead bu cdled to be an evangelist aswell (Acts 8:6)

C. A personcdledto pread and given the gift of evangelism
will manifest it in several ways:

1. Hewill have a @nsuming passon for souls.

2. Hewill have a ¢tea understanding of the gospel message
and hs message will be Christ-centered.

3. Hewill be aleto present the gospel very clealy to
others.

4. Hewill be &leto present the gospel in pover and see
spiritual results.

5. Hewill have aa overwhelming amourt of joy when athers
are saved.

6. Hewill be aleto use his gift pulicly (Samaria) and
privately (Ethiopian).

ERROR

IV. WHAT ISOFTENTIMES MISAPALIED CONCERNING THE GIFT OF
EVANGELISM

A. Some suppase they have no resporsibility to witnessto cthers
andto try to win them to Christ sincethey dont possess
this particular gift. Noticeit isthe resporsibility of
all believersto witness(Acts 1:8).

B. Some suppase winning someone to Christ is beyondtheir redm
of posghility. Timothy may not have possessed this gift
but Paul exhorted him to dothe work of an evangelist
(Il Tim. 4:5). It shoud be noted also what the Lord Jesus



saidin Mark 1:17 ... Andrew did thework of an
evangelist (Jn. 141). So dd the woman mentioned in
Jn. 429,30.



