A SPEAKING GIFT
THEGIFTOF APOSTLESHIP-

Text | Cor. 12:28 ; Eph. 411

EXPLANATION

WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN THIS GIFT?

A. This gift was the original missionary gift. The word
apostlem eans sonmeonese nt. Iti nvol ved thel ord
callingc ertai nin dividual s,c omm ssio ning them and
confirmming theirm nistry( Mtt. 10:1,5,8).

B. Thisgift involv edpr eachingt o people indiff erent
pl aces andi t requir edsp ecial God-giv enpo werswhich
confirmed andaut henti cated thei r nessage (Il Cor.
12:12; Heb. 2:4; M4dt. 10:8).

Mayt imesf ok smiss thepointo f themi racles int he
Scriptures which both Jesus and His disciples did.

Thep ur poseofm iracle swhichwered one wast o authenti cate
them essengerandh ismessage (Jn. 7:21, 31; 14:11;

20: 30,

31).

EXERCISE

. HOW THIS GIFT WAS EXERCISED | NTHE N.T.

A. This gift was exercised first of all in a unique

way by the 12 apostlesa nd itwa s restrictedi n
certainwaysto them

1. Those with thisgi ftha dbeen with the Lord
Jesusf rom thebe ginning (Act s 1:2 1,22).

2. Those with thisgi ftha dr ecei ved ap ers onal
call and commissionf romthe Lord Hmsel f( Mark
3:13 , 15).

3. Those with thisgi ftha dt he power towork
miracles (Matt 10: 8; Mark 3: 15; Acts
2: 43) .



4. Those with thisgi ftwe rese nt to theJe wsto
preach thegos pel of the King dom (Matt.
10:6 , 7). Their powersweret o subst antiate
th eirm essage. They were top rovi deno thing
for thenselves as ate stimmyei ther foror
against their brethren (Matt. 10: 9, 14, 40,
42) .

5.T hose witht hisg ift were used byt he Lord
to layt hef oundati on for thech urch
program Tot he apostle P eter was given the
keys of the kingdom of heaven or the
di sti nct privil ege of openi ngth e door of
th e gospelt o thede ws (Acts 2:3 8-41) as
well as the(Acts 10:44-48 ). Itwasupon
this group tha t the Lod sentt heHoly Spirn tt o
in dwella ndtoi niti ate the Churchp rogramon
thed ayo fP entecost (Lk 24:49? Acts 1:2-
4,8; Eph.219,2 0).

6. Thosewitht his gift hadt hep owert o bestow the
Hd y Spirit upon believers by laying their hands
uponthem.No ticewhile Philip preachedh e wasn ot
ana postleanddi d notpossess this power that the
apostles possessed. (Acts 8:14-18 ). Onceagan
ths powerwas to confrm themessage andherei t
relatedt ot hec hurc hp rogramofin cluding half-
Jewish Samaritans in the body of Christ.

B. Thisgift of apostleshipor bein g sent asa
missi onaryw as extendedto othersin the N. T. but
itdi ffer edf romt hat which the orig i nal 12
possessed.

1.N otic e others were call eda post le swho weren ot
among theoriginal twelve. Barnabas was
called anapostle (Ads 14: 14). SowasJames
(Gal. 1:19), sowasPaul  (Rom. 1: 1),
ShanusadT  imohy( Thess. 1:1; 2: 6).

2. Notice that the apostolic gift differed with these
other apostles in both their message and their
ministry. Wh  ileth e originall 2 were sent tot he
Jewsan dl| aid the foundation for the church with
their ministry, these other N.T. apostle s
preac hed the gospel oft hegraceof Godandhada
ministry of planting churches (¢ Cor. 9:1, 2)

3. Notice that the ministry of the other aposties was
confirnmedi nas imilarw aya st heoriginall 2b ut
thats uchmiracul ousp owersc easedwhent he
nessageo ft he chuchpr oga mhad been
authe nic ated (Acts 13:6-12; 14:8-10; 16: 16-
18; 19:11 -20; 20:9-10; 28:1-6).



EXTENT

[1. HO W THIS GIF T OPERATES AND APPLI ESTO | NDIVIDWALSI| N
OWR DAY.

A Theapostolic gifth ash adac onti nuinga specti n
thosewhomwer efert oasmissionariesi nourd ay.
TheseareGodc al le da ndc omm ssi oned i ndi vi dual sw ho
aregivens pecial abilitiest ogo to otherp eopl eand
establ i shc hur ches amorg th em.

B. Therearet hreea spectsi nvolved int hisgiftt oday
anda |l It hreeo fth eset hingss houl d bee videncedb y
those whoh awe it.

1. Frsto fa lla mssionaryi ss oneonewhoi ss ent.
Hei sn otl ikeapa storw hoi sc alled toap articul ar
pastorate,r ather hei ss oneonewhoiss ento utof and
supported by a local church. He may not know to begin

with where he is going but the Lord will lay a burden

upon himto goou tf romwhe rehe is. Gompare this in
Paul andBa rnabas' case (Acts 13:2- 4).

2. The second aspect involved in the missionary gitt is the
ability to transcend cultures or to serve in a different
culture than your own. Only an individual with this
giftwill be able to adapt to such differences and do
the Lord's wak Thosew thoutt  will notge t ower the
cul tu resh ock andwilde vel opp robl ens.

3. Fnally involved inthe missionary giftis the goal of
church-planting which is always associated with and
dependent upon other gift swhi chani ndivi dualm ust
have.Inordertoe stablish a church one must have
anotherspi  ritg if t such aste achin go rev angel i sm
Ga ng acosstheoc  ean doesnt  makeanindvidu ala
misson ary. Nordoe s the ability to ive among different
SleoplenﬂgI erem ustb e peopl ewont o Christ andc hur ches

ant eq.

ERROR

IV. WHAT IS FALSELY PROPAGATED CONCERNING THIS GIFT?

A. Some claim to be apostolic successors with

miraculous powers todo thi ngs |ikethe apostle s
did( Acts 2:43). These fail to seethatthe
miraculous power was to authenticate their witne Ss.

(I Cor. 12:12 ; Heb. 2:4)

B. This apostolic gift involved the unique ability to
go to different people and preach and minister in



a way so that churches were established. Itis

evident that the miraculous powers associated with

this gift ceased when the gospel message h ad b een
auth enti cated (I I Tim. 4:20; Phil. 2:25 -30).
From this we may conclude that there is no such

thing as apostolic succession and that there are

no apostles today with miraculous powers. The

message of the church program of thebody inChrs t
has beencon firmed (Heb. 2: 3, 4) .



