|. OUR SPIRITUAL ENEMY: "SATAN"

A. The Name by which our Spiritual Enemy is Called.

1. The name Satan (Santanas) which is given to ou spiritual enemy means
"adversary".

2. Thisinterpretation d hisnameis derived from the many instances which
reved hisadivities of resisting and opp@ing God and ahers (Job 16-12; 2:1;
Zed. 31).

B. The Notionsthat some People Have

1. Some people suppacse that Satan or the devil isjust simply the personificaion
of evil influencesin ore's heat. To them Satan would be aname given to the
wicked impulses that charaderize every personslife. But the Scriptures point
out that Satan is more than the personificaion d evil, heisared spirit being
whoresisted and tested Christ in whaose heat was no evil thoughts or impulses
(Matt. 4:3,5,8 Jn. 1430; Il Cor. 5:21; Heb. 415).

2. Some people suppcse there's no real for vigilance or for waging warfare
against Satan. They suppase sinceyou can't seethis adversary theresnored
threa and there's no reed to doanything for protedion. Note there ae many
invisible threas to a person's well-being. Just becaise aperson daesn't see
eledricity doesn't mean it can't kill. The same is true of so many of the germs
and wruses that threaen the physicd hedth and well-being of mankind.

C. TheNatureof our Spiritual Enemy which is Derived from this Name
1. Our spiritual enemy isafallen angel of the angelic order cdled cherubim. He
becane the "adversary" of God when he aded ou of pride, rebell ed against God,
andwas cast out of his heavenly paosition as a mwnsequence (Isa. 14:12-15).
Sincethat time he has worked to resist and opp@e God's purpases with
mankind. Tempting Eve and lkringing the aurse uponmankindill ustrates this
hatred toward God and His credion
(Gen. 31-6; Rom. 5:12).

2. Satan oppaes and works against unsaved peopleto keep them in alost
condtion so they will | ose out on heaven and spend eternity in hell (I Cor.
11:14,15 Acts 26:16-18; Il Thess 2.9).

3. Satan aso oppaes the people of God and resists their eff orts to serve God
and cary out Hiswill i nthisworld (Neh. 46; Lk. 2231; Acts5:3; | Cor. 5.5
7:5; 11 Cor. 210,1% | Thess 2:18).



D. The Necessity for Defending Oneself against our Adversary

1. Thebible says believers are to be vigilant or on guard against the devil (I Pet.
5:8).

2. Believersare told to arm themselves with speafic wegoors of warfare (Eph.
6:11-18).

3. Believersare exhorted to resist the devil andfight against him while
submitting themselves to God and oleying His Word (James 4:6,7).



