WHAT IS PIRITUAL WARFARE, WHEN DOESIT OCCUR,
AND HOW DO WE FIGHT IT?

To Answer This Question...

. WE NEED TO IDENTIFY WHO OUR ENEMIES ARE AND UNDERSTAND HOW WE WERE
THRUST INTO A SPIRITUAL BATTLE .

A. Noticefirst of al the Bible states very clealy who ou enemies are (I Pet. 5:8; Eph. 612).
They are nat human beings but spirit beings. From these Scriptures and ahers we know the devil
has an invisible amy of well-organized, intelli gent, spirit creaures who are involved in a battle
against God and His people.

1. In Satan's military-li ke structure these evil spirits have diff erent ranks and authority and
are & hisdisposal and commandto carry out his orders.

2. The"principalities’ means "leading ones’ and may refer to the highest ranking officersin
Satan's army.

3. The"powers' may refer to those under Satan's officers who have cetain pavers by which
they can cary out remarkable things for him.

4. The"rulers of darknessof thisworld" are those evil spirits operating behind and within
cetain rulersin thisworld who continually cause conflict and turmoil. Note Rev. 1613,14.

5. The"spiritua wickednessin high places refers to the hordes of wicked spirit beings who
operate in the heavenlies or surroundng thisworld. Note theincident in Dan. 10.

B. Itisimportant to understand that our warfare invalves the spiritual andinvisible redm andit is
against Satan and the evil angelic forces and nd against men.

1. Noticewhile unsaved men are used in many despicable ways they are victims of wicked
demonic control from which they need deliverance

2. It may oftentimes be trying and dfficult to separate and identify the enemy but men are
mere instruments and nd the agents in oppaitionto God and His people. Men who are
unsaved and used of the devil could and would be dtogether diff erent if they were saved.
Consider Paul's adions before and after he was saved (Acts 8:1; 9:1,2 | Tim. 1:12-16).
Consider our own!

C. How man becaneinvaved in spiritual warfareis diredly associated with Satan's rebelli on
against God and h'sjudgment.



1. When Satan rebell ed against God helost his high pasitionin hearen and was cast down
to the eath (Isa. 1412-14).

2. In hisrebellion against God Satan led athird of the angelic host with hm and these were
also cast out of heaven and becane ahost of fallen angels who hete God and serve the
devil (Rev. 124; Il Pet. 2:4).

3. Asaresult of Satan's $n he becane the princeor ruler of thisworld (Jn. 1611) and he
then set his sghts upon akstroying man whom God hed set asthe aowning dory of His
credionto have dominion oer the eath (Gen. 1:26). To get badk at God, Satan then
tempted Eve and introduced sin into this world which brought abou the fall of man and the
subsequent curse (Gen. 3 Il Cor. 11:3; Rom. 5:12).

4. Satan becane the ach-enemy of God, His people and His program for the ages. It must
be seen that Satan's work to destroy the souls of men is hisway of striking badk at God and
it ishow man becane invaved in spiritual warfare. Hell was prepared for the devil and

his angels not for men, bu multitudes of men will be led there by the devil (Matt. 2541;
7:13).

II. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE BATTLE ISALL ABOUT AND WHY WE HAVE
TOFIGHT IT.
A. The battleisfor the souls of men and where they will spend eternity.

1. Noticebecause of the arse men are spiritualy dead or separated from God and stand in
need o the new birth (Eph. 21; Jn. 33; Rom. 6:23).

2. Because of the aurrseif aperson deswithou Christ he will suffer eterna destruction
(In. 824; In. 146; Rev. 21.8).

B. We s bdievers haveto beinvaved in this giritual warfare for anumber of valid reasons.
1. First of dl, it iswhy Jesus came and ded for our sins (Jn. 316; Lk. 1010; | Jn. 38).
2. Itisthework He has cdled believersto do(Jdn. 2021; Matt. 2819,2Q Il Cor. 5:18,19.
3. Itisrequired for usto live avictoriouslife and nd be defeaed by the devil (I Tim. 6:12

| Pet. 5:8,9; Jas. 4.7; | Tim. 1:18-20).

[lI. WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT THE DEVIL'SPURPOSE ISFOR THE UNSAVED AND THE
TACTICSHE USESTO ACCOMPLISH HISGOAL.



A. The purpose of Satan regarding unsaved peopleisto kegp them lost so they will die and go to
hell and for everyone who daesit is hisway of getting badk at God (Matt. 2541).

B. To acomplish this purpose Satan uses a number of thingsto "blind" unbelievers  they won't
seethe need of being saved (Il Cor. 4:3,4).

1. First heisthe master-mind and bul der behind a well -organized system which eliminates
God and attrads men to focus their minds upon”self” rather than God. This g/stem appeds
to men to concentrate on the "here and naw" and give no thoughts to eternity (| Jn. 215-17,
[l Cor. 4:18). Satan will use everything imaginablein hisworld system to kegy a man's mind
off God so hewon't be saved. It caninvolve various pleasures, pradices, phlosophes or
people through whom he may work (Heb. 1125; Col. 2:8; Eph. 21-3; 4:18,19 Jn. 844;

Il Jn. 9,10.

2. Seandy Satan has contrived and is behind a courterfeit system of religion by which heis
able to decave the minds of men in the matter of salvation and the things of God
(Matt. 1324-30 1324-30; 38-43).

a. Noticewithin this g/stem of religion the devil has his ministers who appea to be
preading and teading the truth (Il Cor. 11.3,4, 1315).

b. Noticethe means by which Satan damns the souls of those unsaved is through a
counterfeit message of the gospel which decaves the minds of men to think that they
have the truth and are saved. Note some examples of this (Gal. 1:6-9; | Tim. 1:3-7
Titus 1:10,17).

3. Thirdly Satan goes abou to prevent those who hea the truth from believing it and keing
saved.

a. Thismay invalve taking the Word of God ou of a persons heat by getting him to
douklt it or to procrastinate dou it (Luke 8:12). Someone has sid, "one of the
devil's most successul wiles it wait awhile". It isno doulb true the devil i s content
to kegp aman lost one day at atime.

b. This may invalve bringing diff erent arguments and excuses to a person's mind why
he shoudn't believe. Many shoud bu dont know that you cant beli eve what he says
(In. 844).

c. Satan dften brings up the sinful testimonies of unfaithful believers or statements
which are contrary to the Word o God which they may have head before. Heisnaot
abowve using Scripture but he will turn it aroundto mean something it doesn't meanin
order to keep a person Hinded to the truth (Acts 16:16-18).



IV. WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT THE DEVIL'SPURPOSE ISFOR BELIEVERSAND THE
TACTICSHE USESTO ACCOMPLISH HISGOAL.

A. The purpose of Satan regarding those who are saved isto get them to commit sin and thereby
to defed them by destroying their testimony. It isaso his purpose to use them in any way he can
to dsrupt, divide, destroy and prevent other people and/or a dhurch from doing the work of God.

B. In arder to acaompli sh these purposes Satan uses an asortment of wiles and devicesto bring it
abou (Eph. 611; Il Cor. 2.1).

1. To defed abeliever and destroy him or prevent him from serving the Lord Satan goes
abou it in atwo-fold way.

a. First Satan appedsto apersonwith various temptations. In these he speaksto us
in threedistinct areas or avenues to be drawn away by our own lusts to docontrary to
Godswill for us (I Thess 35; 1 Jn. 215-17; James 1:13-15).

b. Sewmndy Satan has away of assaulting usin order to prevent us from doing God's
will andwork. This may involve physicd ill ness(Luke 13:11,16 Il Cor. 127). We
shoud ndaethat thisisonly by divine permisgon. Satan's assault may involve cetain
hindrancesin trying to doGodswork (I Thess 217,18. It can comein the form of
personal attadks from unbelievers (Acts 7:54-58). It may involve mental torments
such as profane words or thowghts (I Sam. 1614).

2. To defea a church and prevent it from carrying on God's work or to destroy a church
altogether Satan hes svera devices of which we shoud be avare.

a. Satan will tempt believers to commit immorality which will destroy the testimony
of a church (I Cor. 5:1-8; 7:5).

b. Satan will | ead peopleto harbor grudges and have an urforgiving spirit
(I Cor. 210, 12.

c. Satan will cause apersonto ad out of selfishnessand vain glory and nd out of
love and concern for others (Acts 5:3).

d. Satan will use spiritual pride anong believersin a dhurch to cause disension and
divideit so that it canna cary onthe Lord's work effedively (I Cor. 1:10-17;
Phil. 214-16; 4:2).

e. Satan will use immaturity among believersto kegp them from deding with
individuals which must be disciplined because of abad testimony (I Cor. 5:6-8.
12,13.



f. Satan will use pridein certain individuals to take paositions of oversight which
God hes not given them and in an attempt to run things they can become offensive,
hurt others, and destroy the ministry of a church (11l Jn. 9,1Q Heb. 54; Acts 20:28;
| Thess 5:12,13 Heb. 137,17 | Pet. 5:1-3).

V. WE NEED TO KNOW THE WEAPONSWE HAVE FOR SPIRITUAL WARFARE AND HOW
TO USE THEM.

A. Thewegorsfor thekind d conflict werein arenot carnal (Il Cor. 10.3,4).

1. Thismeansfirst of all we can't fight a spiritual warfare like a onventional kind d
war isfought. We can't use our fists, we can't use guns, we can't use tanks or planes with
bombs. Thesewill not sufficebecaise they are totally ineffedive.

2. Note asemndthing thisinvaves. Men do na possssthe power to be succesdul in
thiskind d warfare. No mortal man is grong enough o smart enough to engage this kind
of enemy and ke victorious. For thisreason spiritual warfare demands iritual wegrons and
withou them defea is certain.

B. Thewegors of our warfare ae spiritual (I Tim. 6:11,12 1l Tim. 4:7; Il Cor. 103,4).

1. Thismeans the battle must be fought in the strength and paver of the Lord and nd on ou
own ( Eph. 610).

2. It dso means appropriating and wsing the things which God hes prescribed for protedion
aswell asfor power and victory (Eph. 611,13.

C. Theway to proted ourselves and have power to defed the devil .
1. To proted ourselves we must ke dert against our adversary (I Pet. 5:8; Eph. 618).

2. To proted ourselves and have power against the devil we must have some spiritual
strength (Eph. 610) to have thisinvaves dally feeding uponthe Word of God and staying
in fell owship with God.

3. To proted ourselves and have power against the devil we must put on the whole amor
of God (Eph. 611-18). Noticeif any single pieceof this armor is missng the Christian
soldier will be vunerable and can be fatally wounded which will take him out of the battle
for the Lord.

a. Noticeto pu onthese particular thingsto defend ouselvesit involves aday by
day matter of prayer, self-surrender and the exercise of faith on ou part. Andaswe
do these things which are oppasite and contrary to what Satan would have usto do,
we aeyielding to the Holy Spirit in ou lives and puting on Christ or reproducing



qualiti es charaderistic of Him (Rom. 1314; Gal. 2:20).

b. Thisarmor hereis compared to that of a Roman soldier of Paul's day but it
ill ustrates exadly what is essential for every day of our lives against the devil .

(1) We must have onfirst the belt of truth (Eph. 614). Truth iswhat holds
everything else together. The devil would have us to be dishonest and
decatful but when we ae truthful and horest in ou daily lives we have some
protedion against the devil. compare Phil. 1:11.

(2) Seoondy we must put on the breastplate of righteousness(Eph. 614).
This smply means doing what isright in Gods sght and oleying His Word
(I Tim. 6:11; Il Tim. 215; 1 Jn. 37). Satan wants us to dsobey God.

(3) Thirdly we aeto have onsandals and ke prepared to go with a particular
purpose in mind (Eph. 615). This meanswe ae to be prepared to witnessto
others and share the gospel with them. Compare Matt. 2819,2Q Mark 16:15;
Acts 1:8. The devil doesn't want usto go to athers and to witnessto them.
Having on these sandals means having everything elsein arder also. Those
who are ladking the breastplate of righteousness the belt of truth, o the
helmet of salvationwill be ineffedive.

(4) Fourthly we must have the shield of faith (Eph. 616). Thismeansto trust
God's promises and go abou doing His work with arelianceuponHim. Satan
wants usto rely upon ou own strength.

(5) Fifthly we aeto have onthe helmet of salvation (Eph. 617). This ge&ks
of having a persona and experiential knowledge of being saved bu it may
also refer to the asaurance we have knowing that we ae saved (I Jn. 513).
The devil would like to keep usin doult, ignorance, and cause usto be
discouraged.

4. It may be seen that the last two of our wegoors of warfare ae off ensive wegpors instead
of defensive ones (Eph. 617,189.

a. Thisincludesthe Sword of the Spirit which isthe Word of God (Eph. 617).

What this refersto is obeying and wsing the Word of God. It involves giving out
GodsWord to athers rather than hiding it away. The devil wants usto be quiet abou
the things of Christ.

b. Lastly prayer isan dfensive wegponwhich will proted us and empower usto be
victorious against the devil (Eph. 618). Thisinvolvesaregular prayer life. Satan
wants usto "go it on ou own" and he will do anything to dsrupt or cause usto
negled prayer in ou lives,






