HOW CAN | BE SURE I'M IN THE CHURCH
WHERE THE LORD WANTSME TO BE?

To answer thisquestion...
I. WE NEED TO DISCERN WHAT KIND OF CHURCH THE LORD WANT USIN
A. TheLord wants usin a church where the truth is preadied and taught

Not every church preades and teades the truth. Some pread that salvation
is obtained through goodworks. Some pread that baptism in the thing that
saves. Some pread that a person must keep certain sacamentsin order to
be saved. Such errors were dealy denourced by the gostle Paul when the
churches of Galatia began to teat false doctrine (Gal. 1:8,9).

Some dhurches have littl e or no Biblicd standards or condict for those who
belong. Asaresult members of the dhurch drink, dance and engagein all kinds of
immoral pradices. Some even tolerate homosexuality as an acceptable life

style and have ordained hamosexuals into the ministry. Such condct is
dishonaing to the Lord and the Scriptures make it plain that a dhurch shoud

ded with sinful conduct which would hut the testimony of that church and

bring reproadch uponthe Lord (I Cor. 5:1-8).

Not every church isinvaved in amissonary program to carry out the grea
commisgon which the Lord Jesus gave to the church (Matt. 2819,20.

Someone has sid agoodchurch which preates the truth is charaderized
by 5ss. It will preat onsalvation, sin, soul-winning, separation and the
Seoond Coming.

Thereisa cetain principle which is also operative in the ministry of any
church - "when people believe right they will li veright." Conwversely when
people dont liveright it is because they dont believeright. It foll owsthen
that false teadings is the preaursor of sinful living.

B. The Lord wants usinvolved in the ministry of alocd church

Thisisthe pattern whichis st forthinthe N.T. Those whowere saved in
Antioch joined the church of Antioch. Those who were saved in Ephesus
joined the church at Ephesus. They didn't go to church services in the next
town.

The pattern set forth in the N.T. was to start new churches in areas where
there were no churches. Thisiswhat we find as Paul and ahers greal the



gospel ontheir missonary journeys (Acts 11:19-23; 15:36).

II. WENEED TO RECOGNIZE THE SIGNSWHEN WE'RE WHERE THE LORD
WANTSUSTO BE

A. When were where the Lord wants us to be He will give us asatisfadionin
our souls.

Most people have been in a placewhere they felt they just didn't belong.
There was an ureasiness an urrest and an urcomfortable feding. Some-
times it comes aaossas feding inferior or unwelcomed by others.

Anillustration d knowing we're where the Lord wantsus to beis eenin
apastor's going to a new church. It may bein podunk htéow but God will
give him asatisfadionin his oul. Thisisno doul what the gostle Paul
and ahers experienced in the diff erent churches where they served

(Acts 16:6-10; Phil. 2:19,20.

B. When we're where the Lord wants usto be He will give usabondng with
other believers.

Thisiswhat we find demonstrated in the New Testament as Paul and
others were led to serve in respedive durches (Acts 9:26-28; 20:17-38).

Just as the disciples took Paul in and they served the Lord together this
iswhat one finds when he is where the Lord wants him to be. He will

be taken in by others and kegin a spiritual bondng which is very speaal
and very predousin thislife. To fellowship with them will be agred joy
andto knaow their burdens will be your burdens as well.

. WE NEED TO BE AWARE OF WHAT'SINVOLVED AND WHAT'SREQUIRED
IN GETTING ALONG IN GOD'SFAMILY
A. Getting along in God's family invalves an uncerstanding of human nature.

Someone has sid -"If you ever find the perfed church, dorit youjoin it,
becaise youll ruinit if you do"

What thismeansisthat we ae dl plagued with asin nature and we ae
going to say or do things that oftentimes hurt or offend athers.



Oftentimes people exped perfedionin ahers and when they dorit find
it they use that for an excuse to leare a tiurch and dtentimes gay out
of church.

But naticeif aman didn't like the foodat one restaurant would he stop
eding atogether? | think nd.

B. Getting along in God's family requires deding with situationsin a God-
prescribed manner.

The gostle Paul gave instructions for certain oresin various churches
to berecnciled. Theseinvoved deding with situationsin a God-
prescribed manner. They were to love one ancther, forgive one anather,
andto lean to get along for the sake of the Lord's work (Eph. 432

I In. 47; 1 Pet. 221; Phil. 212-16; Rom. 151-3).

Just like membersin afamily must lean as they grow up to share, to
help, to love, and to forgive so must thase in God's family.

Oftentimes people ae not willi ng to dowhat God prescribes and they
leare a twurch ou of fellowship and withou just cause. But God wants
usto leanto apply spiritual principles and settle issuies one with
ancther.

Someone has well -said there ae only two justifiable reasons for learing
a church - doctrinal error and a geographicd move out of the aea

How can ore be sure heisin the church where the Lord wants him to be?
If heisinalocd church where the truth is preadied and taught and where
he can be adively involved in the ministry of that church then he can be
sure heisin the right church to serve the Lord.



