HOW OLD WILL A PERSON BE IN HEAVEN?

Toanswer this
question . ..

LW E NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE P URPGSE FOR GRON NG CLDER

INTH | SWARLD

A.Growing old erin  this world isa partofGod' sp lan
for perpetuati onof thehumanr ace.ltis God's pl an for
children to gr owup andtomarr ya ndto begetth eir own
children. Grow i ng olderand mat uri ng physically isa
necessary part of Godsordaine d planfo r theh uman rac e

(Gen. 1:28;9 :1).

B. Growing old erin  this world al | ows us to gain w sdom
for living in t hi sworld and fo r servingGodi ngreater
ways.G rowngold eri san ecessaryp arto ft hisp rocess.
Itt akest inef orac hildt omatureandg ainwisdomf or
livingi nt hisworld. T hisi s also true concernin gt he

chi Idren of G od (Heb. 5:12,13; Il Pet. 3:18).
C. Growing old erin  this world al | ows us the
opportunity to encounter variou S experiencesa ndto

servet heLordind ifferentc apaci ties.S anuela nd
Dani elf or examples erved the Lord as young nen into
the i r old age (I Sam.3: 1; 8:1;Dan . 1:6,21). Thro ugh
those years th ey both  encounter ed various experi ences
as God ss ervantsand theyser ved in av arie tyo f ways.

I . WE NEED TO CONSD ERWHAT T HE SCRIPTURES SAY | N REGARD TO
AE AND GAD S KI N&DOM

A. The Scriptu res say that chil drenareaparto f

God's Kingdom  ( Matt. 19:13- 15). T his text shows t hat
children who r each the age of a ccountability and

believe on the L ord aresa ved and become a part of the

Kin gdom of Gad.

B.T heScripturess ayt hatc hildrenwillb eap art oft he
m |l ennialK i ngdom (Is a.11:;8,9; Zech. 8:5). The seare no
doubt children born during the m | lennial reign totho se
whoha ve natural and notgl orif ied bodi es.



CT heScripturesa lsos ayt hatSa nmuelw hodieda ndw ent
to paradi se, whic husedt obei nthehearto ft he earth,
wasb roughtu pasa noldmanf or Sault os ee (Isai ah
28:11-14). But we mustundersta ndthat thismani festation
of Samuelwas a unig ue accommadatio nf or Saul tose e and
that Samweld id noth avea glor ifi ed body. Old Testament
saints will re cei ve their glori fi ed bodies at th e S econd
Comingof Chri st (Dan. 12:1-3).

II'1.VWE NEED TO CONsI DER ACERTAIN FACT | N THE CREATI ON CF
ADAMAND EVE
A. Notice when God created Adam and Eve Hecreat ed
them as mature adults.  They didn'tne edtog row
ol der top roduce off -spri nga nd to perpetuate the
human race( Gen. 1:27,28).1 twa sGod sp lanf or
themtob emature.

B.l t should benotedi f AdamandEv e had notd i sobeyed the
Lordan db een cut of ff romGod spiri tually theywo uld never
have ex perienced thee ffectso f agin g and wouldnoth ave
died. In thatc ase theirc hidrenw ouldhave beenb orn and
then grownupto t he same mature age like Adam and Eve and

remained at that age.

IV.WEN EED TO UNDERSTANDA CERTAN PRINCIPL E WHICH
MANIFESTS ITSELF THROUGHOUT THE SCRIPTURES

A.Here' s the principl e - God wants ust o maureand reach
ast age ofc ompletion spiritually s peaking (Eph. 4:11-15;
Heb. 6:1,2).

B.Notic e inth es amesens e God'sw i llforu s physi callyis
tobeco nplete. A ndone day the effectsof thec urse wil |

ber emoveda ndo ur bodieswill nomoreb e plagued with all
kinds of affic  tions(Phil . 3:20, 21; Rev.21 :4;lsa .35:6).
Thiswil | nodo ubt includet he reversalo f thea gi ng

ef fectso fs ins o thatth erewil Ibe noy oungeror ol der
glorifie d bodie s.There willonly be mature glorifi ed
bodies.

C.This princip leof maturitywl In odoubt includea II
thoseab ortedb abi eswho werene ver given thec hance to
growphysicall yin this world. Wen theyre ceive their

glorifi edbodies theywil Ib eco nple tea nd mature ones.



V. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CHANGES WILL TAKE PLACE WHEN
WE LEAVE THIS LIFE

A. Ifwe leave thislfeb eforet herapture occurs our soul
will be withth eLord (ICo r.5:8).Th ere wewill await our
resurre ction body which wewill receivewhen therapt ure
occurs(l Thess.4:13-18).

B.Whenwer eceive ourre surrected bodyi t willbel ike

Christ sr esurrectedb ody.l twi Il be free ofc orr upti bl e
things suchasd is easean da ginga nd notsu bject to deat h (I
Cor .1 5: 53).

C.Howoldwill peoplebe then in heaven? | beli eve

ever yonewil | be ofa matu reageandcomplet e with no
youthful inabil itiesnore ffects ofaging. Justhow old

willtha t be?T hereissom e Scrip turalevide nceto suppose
that thi s agemight wellb e30y ears old. Apriesti nthe
O.T.be ganhism inistry ata ge 30(N um4 :3,35). The Lord
Jesus filling this requirement began His ministry at age

thirty (Luke 3:30).

Whle noo ne now knowsfo rs ure it seensth atw hat ever the
ageof maturit yis that willb e the ageof allt hose in
heaven t hroughout alle ternity.

This means there will be no babies needing bibs or old men
needing bifocals!



