MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN # 2
"THE WHEAT AND T HE TARES"

I. AN ANALYSIS OF THE PARABLE Matt.13:24-30; 36-4 3).
A. The sower in this second parable is the Lord
Jesus (13:37).
B. The field again is the world as in the first parable
(13:37).

C. The good seed here is different however from that of
the sower. In the parable of the sower it was the
Word of God, but in this parable the good seed are
the children of the Ki ngdom (38). Thesear et he
ones whicht he Wadha sp roduced andar en ows own
inth eworldas a testinonya nd witn ess. Notel
Peter| :23).

D. The tares of this parable are the children of the
wicked one(38). These aren ot ju st unbeli eversb ut
tho se who belongto the devil. An example of these
are the religious Pharisees of John 8:38-44 who,
desgite their religion and morals, hadrej ectedth e
Lord.

E. The enemy that sowed theta resi s thede vi (39).

F. The harvest is the end of the age when Christ comes after
the tribul ation andther eapers arethe angels (39).
Note Ma tt24 :31; 25:31,34.

[I. WHAT WE CAN ANTICIPATE DURING THE COURSE OF THIS
PRESENT AGE

A. We can expect first of all a counterfeit sowing by
the devil inthi s age oft hosewh o prof ess tob e
child ren oft he Kingdo m (25). Thesew i ll appear
right alo ngsi de t hose whom theWo rdo f God has
pro duced.

B. We can expect the devil's powers of deception to be
sogreat thati t willbe diff icult torec ogniz e in
many ca sest he children of God from the children of
the devil. They will be like tares among the wheat.
The tares are darnel or rye grass which grows in
wheat f i elds and the dif ferencei s recogn izedonl vy



near harv est time whenthegra in heads. Notonl y will
the c ount erfe itsprofe sst o bech ildren of t he

Kingd om, but they themselv eswillbe deceiv eda nd
think thatt heya re (Matt. 7:21, 22,2 3).

C. We can anticipate this age to be characterized by

two kinds of seedsbei ngs own whi chare thetru e and
thef alsepro fessors whichareso wnin the field
which is the world. So, within Christ endom as a

whol e,th ere wil | be a side-by-sid e develo pmento f that
which is goodwi th that whichi s evil (26). Thisw ill
beth e devil s nethod int his ageto deceive and to
hin derth e seed- sowing program by sowing counterf eit s
who will in turn deceive others and lead them

astray. Note Il Tim. 3:1-5, 13; Juded4.

D. Because we notice no opposition to the sowing
and growth ofth e tares, wec ane xpect the
chi I dren ofth ewick ed one tobe nunerousint his
age andth erefore thosewhomt heydecei vet o be
many also.

E. Finally we can expect the true children of the
Kingdomto bera pturedw hent hec hurchis take n
outof this worl d. Butth es eed-sowing program
will conti nue through the tribul ation perioda s
th e gospelo f the Kingdomisp reached andthere
will be wheat sown. Then at the Second Coming
Christ will separate the wheat from the tares.
The tares wil Ibe burned (1 3:30,40-42) but the
wheatw illb e gatheredi ntoH is barnwh ich ist he
Mil le nni al K i ngdom whichwillb e established
(13:30, 43).

ll. SOME APPLICATIONS WE SHOULD MAKE FROM THIS PARABLE

A. W s houldr ecogni zeSatan' smethodo fs ow ng
counterfeits is asclosetothe r eal thing as he
can produce. J ust likeJan nesand Jambresw ho
with stoo d Mases andAaron witht heirmiraclesi n
Egypt.A ndj ust likeAnti-Christw howill pres ent
himself ast helL ord,t his deceptio n wil be great.
Tok eepf rombein gd ecei vedwe musth old
tenatiously tot he Wrd of G od.

B. Weoughttose e a napplication for usinthetim e
inwhich  the tar es weres own-"whil e mensl ept"
(25). Thisi s no doubt apictureof theChurch
today. Iti s asleep and the devili ss owingt ares.
W o ughtt owake upandbet hekindof testimony



and witn ess CGod intend s for usto be (Thess.
5:5,6).

C.We shouldn ot confuse thefi el d herewhichis t he
world of profe ssi ngChrist endomwith theloc alc hurc h
asf ara s letting thet aresalone. Wthint hel ocal
Churchc arnalb elieve rsaret o be disci plin ed( Rom.
16:1 7,18 ; | Cor. 5:1-1 3; 6:25 IC or. 2:6; Tt s
3:8-11), andGodh o dsusa ccountable ifw e failt odoso
(Rev. 2:8,14,15, 20).

D.Final lywen oticethat theser vantsrecog nizedt he
tares(1 3:27). BothPaula ndPete rr ecognize d them in
therda vy (Gal.1 :7,8; I11Corll:13 , 14,15, |l Peter
2:1). Soshouldwe onthe basisof theird eparture
fromtheWordof CGod.l ti snotho wt heypre ach and
pres ent thenselv es, but whatt hey preach. Theymay
evenspe akmuch of thetru thbuti t wilbe mng | ed
and mxe d witherr ora s witht heJ udaize rsi n Pauls
day. Sowe need t 0 bedisc erning inour day.



