
MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN # 2  

                 "THE WHEAT A ND T HE TARES"  

 

I. AN ANALYSIS OF THE PARABLE Matt.13:24-30; 36-4 3 ) .        

A.  The sower in this second parable is the Lord 

Jesus (13:37).  

B.  The field again is the world as in the first parable 

(13:37). 

C. The good seed here is different however from that of 
the sower. In the parable of the sower it was the 
Word of God, but in this parable the good seed are 
the children of the Ki ngdom ( 3 8 ) . These ar e t he 
ones whi ch t he Word ha s p ro duced and ar e n ow s own 
in th e w or l d as a t est i mony a nd wi tn ess . Note I 
Peter I : 23).  

D. The tares of this parable are the children of the 
wicked one( 3 8 ) .  These are n ot ju st unbeli evers b ut 
tho se who belong to  the devil. An example of these 
are the religious Pharisees of John 8:38-44 who, 
despite their religion and morals, had rej ected th e 
Lord.  

E. The enemy that sowed  t he ta r es i s the de vil ( 39) .  

F. The harvest is the end of the age when Christ comes after 
the tribul ation and the r eaper s are the  angels ( 3 9).  
Note Ma t t 24 : 31; 25:31,34. 

II. WHAT WE CAN ANTICIPATE DURING THE COURSE OF THIS 
PRESENT AGE 

A. We can expect first of all a counterfeit sowing by 
the devil in thi s age of t hose wh o prof ess t o b e 
child r en of t he Kingdo m ( 2 5 ) .  These w i ll appear 
right alo ngsi de t hose whom the Wo r d o f God has 
pro duced.  

B.  We can expect the devil’s powers of deception to be 
so great that i t will be  diff i cul t to rec ogniz e in 
many ca ses t he children of God from the children of 
the devil. They will be like tares among the wheat. 
The tares are darnel or rye grass which  gr ows i n 
wheat f i elds and the  dif f eren ce i s recogn i zed onl y 



near harv est t ime when the gra i n heads. Not onl y wi ll 
the c ount erfe i ts profe ss t o be ch i ldren of  t he 
Kingd om, but t hey them selv es w i ll be  deceiv ed a nd 
think that t hey a r e (Matt. 7:21, 22 ,2 3).  

C.  We can anticipate this age to be characterized by 
two kinds of see ds bei ng s own whi ch are  the tru e and 
the f alse pro f essors which are so wn in the field 
which is the world. So, within Chr ist endom as a  
whol e, th ere wil l be a si de- by- sid e dev elo pment o f t hat 
whi ch i s good wi th th at whi ch i s evi l ( 2 6 ) .  This w i ll 
be th e devil' s method i n t his age to  deceiv e and t o 
hin der th e seed- sowin g pr ogr am by sowin g count erf eit s 
who will in turn  deceive  others and lead them 
astray. Note II Tim. 3:1-5, 13;  Jude 4.  

 
 D. Because we notice no opposition to the sowing 

and growth of th e ta r es , we c an e xpec t t he 
chi l dr en of th e w ick ed one to be numero us in t his 
age and th er efo re t hos e w hom t hey decei ve t o be 
many also.  

E.  Finally we can expect the true children of the 
Kingdom to be ra ptured w hen t he c hurch is  take n 
out of t his worl d. But th e s eed- sowi ng pr ogr am 
wi l l conti nue t hr ough t he t r i bul at io n per i od a s 
th e gospel o f t he Ki ngdom i s p re ached and there 
will be wheat sown. Then at the Second Coming 
Christ will separate the wheat from the tares. 
The tares wil l be burn ed (1 3: 30, 40-4 2) but t he 
wheat w i ll b e gat her ed i nto H i s barn wh i ch i s t he 
Mi l le nni al K i ngdom whi ch w i l l b e est abl i shed 
(13:30, 43).  

III.  SOME APPLICATIONS WE SHOULD MAKE FROM THIS PARABLE  

A.  We s houl d r ecogni ze S at an' s m et hod o f s owi ng 
count er f ei t s is as close to the  r eal thing as he  
can produce. J ust like Jan nes and Jambres w ho 
with stoo d Moses and Aa r on wi t h t hei r m i r acl es i n 
Egypt . A nd j ust l i ke A nt i - Chr i st w ho w i ll pres ent 
hims elf as t he L or d, t his dece ptio n will be gr eat . 
To k eep f r om bein g d ecei ved w e mus t h ol d 
t enat i ousl y to t he Wor d of G od.  

 
B.  We ought to se e a n application f or us in the tim e 

in which th e tar es were s own- " whil e men sl ept" 
(2 5 ).  This i s no doubt a p i ct ur e of t he Ch ur ch 
to day. I t i s asl eep and t he devi l i s s owi ng t ar es. 
We o ught t o w ake up a nd b e t he k i nd of  tes t imo ny 



and witn ess  God in tend s fo r us to  be (I Thess. 
5:5,6).  

C. We should n ot confuse  the fi el d here which is  t he 
world of pr ofe ssi ng Ch r ist endom wi th the loc al c hurc h 
as f ar a s l et t i ng t he t ar es a l one. Wi t hi n t he l ocal 
Chur ch c ar nal b el ieve r s a r e t o be disci plin ed ( Rom. 
16:1 7,18 ; I Cor. 5:1-1 3; 6: 2-5; II C or . 2 :6 ;  Titu s 
3:8-11), and God h ol ds us a ccount abl e i f w e f ai l t o d o so  
( Rev. 2:8 , 14,1 5, 20).  

D. Final l y we n ot i ce that t he ser vants recog nized t he 
tares (1 3:27). Bot h Paul a nd Pete r r ecognize d them i n 
their da y (Gal. 1 : 7,8; II Cor 11:13 , 14,15, II Peter 
2 : 1 ) . So should we on the basi s o f t hei r d epar t ur e 
f r om t he Wor d o f God. I t i s n ot ho w t hey pre ach and 
pres ent t hemselv es,  but what t hey pr each . They m ay 
even spe ak m uch of the tru t h b ut i t will be  ming l ed 
and mixe d wi t h e rr or a s wi t h t he J udaize r s i n Paul's 
day. So we need t o be disc erning i n our  day.  

 


