MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN #3
" THE MUSTARD SEHD!

. ANANALYS] S OFTHEPARABLE(Mat t.13 3132

A.The sowerin t hispar able isn o doubt Chris t.

B. Thefi eld once againisn o doubtr eferri ngto
thewo rid (Matt. 13: 38).

C.The nustards eedhere has tob e theKi ngdom of
Heaven orth e wholesp here ofpr ofessing
Chris tendom Th e li berals inter prett he nustard
seed to bet heg ospel, thep lanta st he Church,
andth e birds asallth e different peopl e gath ered
into the church. This isno tt enablefo r several
reasons:

1. Firs t weseethe thing s inthi s parable are
al symbolicof eart hlyan dSatanic
cor ruptio nr at her than spiritual
Blessing.

2. Secondlyw e see the conte xtof allth ese
par abl es aretea chingho w theseed -sowing progr amwil |
becorr uptedduri ngthis  prese ntag e.

D.The birdsrepr esentth osew how |lbean tagoni sticto
thesee d-sowingp rogramf romwi thin Christe ndom.

Il. WHAT WE CAN ANTICIPATE DURING THE COURSE OF THIS PRESENT AGE.

A. Wecan antic ipate Christ ianit y asa wholeto be
charact erize d by an enormous but unnatural growth.
The sphere of Christian profes sion wilg rowt o great
proport ions |likea mustardseedw hichs houl d have
become a shrub butbec ame a tr eei nstead. The tree no

doubt is symbolical of an earthly Kin gdom asw e have
pic tured i nNe buchadnezzar’ svi sion( Dan. 4:21,22). The
greatne ssof this Kingdom will be worldly and it will be
condemned like the church of Pergamos, whose name

means " Marri ed,”and whoheldto t hedoct rine of
Balaam.(Rev . 2:14). Balaamwasn 't successf ulin  curs ing
Israel, but h ee nticedt hemen of Israel t oco mmit
fornica tion withthe daughters of Moab. This is what

will be characteristic of the church in our day. We

can expect it to commit spiritual forni cati onand to
be“o f the world” inst ead of" in it"



B. We can expect Christianity in its

enlarged proportions to become in wardly
corrupt . The bird s which devoured the seed
inth e fi rst parabler epresented
oppositio n fr om withou t, buthere weseethe

opposition will come from within the ranks o f
Christi an pr ofes sion. Th i smeans we can
expect Christian ity as awhole to be
corrupted by lib erals and modernists who

will be nested i n it, but they wi | | really

be againstthe see d-sowing progr am. Notice how
thisis so descri ptive ofo urd ay:

1. g anizedr eligion inourd ay has become
a nesting place fort hosewhoden y every mg or
doct rineof the Wrdo f God-event he Lord Jesus
Hi nself.

2.Most schools and seminaries have long
departed from the fundamentals of the
faith and are Amillennial. There is,
for example, n otone singlesch ool inall
the S. B. C.whichho |dst o thepr e-
mil le nnialr eturn of Christ.

3. Christianity today has become worldly and

socially acc epted and thosew ho contendf or the

fu ndanmental sof the faithor carry out the seed-
sowi ngorsou | -win nin g programsa re mocked and made
fun of.

B. We who are saved can anticipate the Lord's
coming to take us out of thi s corruption (I
Thess. 4. 13-18), buto rganiz ed Chri stianity will
continue in its worldly corruption and be
gat hered under one heada nd beconea one-world
churc h.Th enth isgr eatt reeof Christendom wth
all itsworldli ness andc orr uptio n, will be cut
down by our Lord when He comes at the Second
Coming at the end of the tribulation period.
Compare Rev. 13:11-17; 18 :2-8; 17:15-17).

IL.SOME APPLI  CATI ONS WE CAN MAKE FR® THIS PARABLE

A. First of all, we should not be confounded by
those whocon tend thatt he referencetot he
muwsta rd se edas the smallest seed proves an
error in the Scriptures. The word here is a
comparative and not a superlative and should
be translated "lesser" not the “least”. It
should be understood al so that the LordJ esus



was speaki ngof seeds nativet o that
partic ulara rea.

A seconda ppli cati onf or usi s toke epon
contendi ngf ort he fun danental so fth e Faith
and keep onwit h the seed-s owi ng program
despi teth ose who haved eparted fr omth em.

Thirdly we should maintain a Scriptural separation

indiv idually andas a churchf rompeopl e and pr ograms
withi n Chri st endom whi chte ndto rmake Christianit y
ma e acceptable to theworl dbut which reall y

in vol ves spirit ual fornication withthe worl d.



