MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN #4
"THELEAVEN'
AN ANALYSIS GFT HISPA RABLE

A. The woman her e is a System of f alse religion. T his
is the symbol used tocond emnthe falseteac hersin
the Chur chof T hyatira(Re v.2:20) andthatw hich
describe s apost ate Christen domi n thefutur e (Rev.
17:1-8).

B.Thel eaveni sevildoct rineor evilpract ice(Ex 12:15;
Lev 2:11; 6:17;1 0l 2; Matt.1l 6:6-12; Mark 8:15; ICor.
5:6,3; @&l 5:9).

1. Notice li beral i nterpretation views th e
wonan as the Church, t he lea ven as th e
gospel andth e mealas the world. This is
not tenable fo rs everal reasons:

a. First of al | ,the  “law of fi rst mention”
as well as every where el se referst o
le avena s that whichis el

b. Secondly th ese parables are pi ctur ing
opposition to t he seed-sowingp rogram.
Making the wom anthe churchort he leaven
thegosp elwoul db ecomple tely out of
context here.

c. Thirdly we know that the gos pel is not hidden
in this ageb utr atherpub |ish ed.

2.T here are5 dif ferent formsofle aven
nentio nedinth e N. T. which proveth at | eaven
ist hat whichc orrupts through evildo ctri ne

orp ractice.

a. First we ha vethe leaven of t he Pharisees
which is hypocris y (Lk. 12:1). They had
religion but tw as outwardan ds inful

rather thanin ward andpu re.

b. Secondlywe havet he | eaven of th e S adducees
(Matt. 16 :6—2). These reli gionists deniedth e
supern atural ort he mracul ous power ofG od.

c. Then thereis the |eavenof the Hero dia ns ( Mk.
12: 13-17). This wastheev ilprac ticesofth e
politca | crowd whodid what gained themf avor



with nen rath erth anwit h Gd.

d. Fourthly we have the leaven of carnal practic es
amang bel i evers wit hinth e local church( I GCor.
5:6,7 ). Thiswasto bepu rgedou tt opreven t
the corr uption ofothers.

e.Fi nallyw e have thel eavenof |egali sm
(Gal. 5: 9). Thiswas an attempt to mix law with
grace which would corrupt the gospel message.

C. The meal in the parable refers to the doctrines
concerning thep ersono f Christwhic h weretyp ifie d in the
meal offering ofthe 0. T.and ea t en bythe priests (Lev.:
2:1, 2, 3).

D. The three measures of meal were each a third part of an
ephah which equal edonee phah andt hiswas thea nmount
offered as a medo fler ing int he 0.T. byAb raham (Gen.
18: 6), by Gideon( Judges 6:18, 19),andbyHannah (I Sa m
1:24). Notice Ezek. 452 4; 46:5,7, 11.

E. Hiding the leaven in the meal is a symbol of disobeying
whatth e Word of Godsays (Lev. 2:11). Thelaw ofthe
offein  gsfo rbadeleaven whichi sa typeof  sin, but it
presci bedo ilto temper ormo i stenevery mealo fferi ng
whichi s ty pica |l of theHol y Spint( Ezek45 11). Wat
thswom an orsyst emoffa |ser eligi onintro ducedwas
sinful teachings andpr acti ces concerning the doct rines
of Ch rist.

1. WHAT WE CANANTI AP ATE DUR NG THE COWRSE OF T HIS P RESENT A GE

A. We can expect a system of false religion to arise within

Christe ndom which will in trodu ceev ilteach ings and
practic es diverse from the doct rinesof  Christand they
will  corr uptthe teaching s of Chris tendomso that it

wilbe come apost ate asa whol e.

B. We can expect this corruption to work like leaven or
yeast permeating allofC  hrist endomso thateven tual y

it will bed octri nallyco rruptconc emingi tste achin gs
aboutt he LordJe sus Christ. In our present day there
are those within Christendomwho  deny everycardina |

doctrine of Ch rist - His virginbir th,His bl ood
atone nent, His bodilyre surr eci on,H ispre -t bula tiona |
raptu re, and Hsp re-mil lennia retur n.

C. We can expect these evil teachings and practices to be
hidden as the leaven was in the meal. Most folks don't
know what organized religion today has within its
ranks. The liberals andthe irco rruptivete achin gsar e



seldom exposedfo r their denials an d departur esa ndwhen
they are,fol  ksco ntinueto support them.

D Wecan expect thi s systemof false religionto become
oneorg anize d and corrupt whol e andthen itwillbe
judged during the trbu lati onpero d( Rev.17: 161 7).

ll. SOME APPLICATIONS WE CAN MAKE FROM THIS PARABLE

A. The first thing we should do is beware of
the different forms of leaven or any evil
teachings and practices co ncerni ng the
thingsof Christ.

B. Secondly, we should recognize where
Christendom as a whole ishe aded and
separate fromthi s apost asy.

C. Thirdly, we should understand that Christendom as
a whole is being corrupted by evil teachings and
practices from within its ranks and so we cannot
support it as a whole because of the leaven in it.
Those who support eccumenical eff ort s tounite
organi zed Christi anitya re buildin g thea postate,
one world Church which the Lord will judge and may
well find the nsel ves aparto f it.



