
          MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN # 4  

                       "THE LEAVEN" 

I. AN ANALYSIS OF T HIS PA RABLE 

A. The woman her e is a System of f alse religion. T his 
is the symbol use d to cond emn the  f alse teac hers in  
the Chur ch of T hyatira (Re v.2:20) and that w hich 
describe s apost at e Christen dom i n t he futur e (Rev. 
17:1-8).  

B. The l eaven i s e vil doct r ine or  evil pract i ce (Ex 12:15;  
Lev 2: 11; 6: 17; 1 0:l 2; Mat t. 1 6:6 - 12; Mar k 8: 15;  I Co r. 
5 : 6 , 3 ;  Gal 5 :9 ) .  

1. Not i ce li ber al i nte r pr eta t io n vi ews th e 
woman as t he Church, t he lea ven as th e 
gospel and th e meal as t he world. This is  
not tenable fo r s everal reasons:  

a. First of al l , the  “law of fi r st mention” 
as well as every wher e el se r ef ers t o 
le aven a s t hat whi ch is  evil.  

b. Secondly th ese parables are pi ctur ing 
opposition to t he seed-sowing p r ogram. 
Making the wom an the  church or t he leaven 
the gosp el woul d b e comple t ely out of 
context here.  

c. Thirdly we know that the gos pel is not hidden  
in this age b ut r ather pub l ish ed.  

        2. T her e are 5  dif f ere nt fo rms of le aven  

            ment io ned in th e N . T . whi ch pr ove th at l eaven 

            is t hat whi ch c or r upt s t hr ough evi l do ct ri ne 

            or p ra ct i ce.  

a. First we ha ve the  leaven of t he Pharisees 
which is hypocris y (Lk. 12:1).  They had 
religion but  it w as out war d an d s i nf ul 
ra t her t han in ward and pu r e.  

b. Secondl y w e have t he l eaven of th e S adducees 
(Mat t. 16 : 6—12). Thes e r eli gion i st s deni ed th e 
sup ern atu r al or t he mi r acul ous power of G od.  

c. Then t here is t he l eaven of  t he Hero dia ns ( Mk. 
12: 13- 17) . This was the ev i l prac t i ces of th e 
politica l crowd who did  what gai ned t hem f avor 



with men r ath er th an wit h God.  

d. Fourthly we  have the leaven of carnal  practic es 
among bel i ever s wit hin th e l ocal churc h ( I Cor.   
5 : 6 , 7 ) . This was to  be pu r ged ou t t o preven t 
the  corr uption of others.  
 

e. Fi nal ly w e have t he l eav en of l egali sm                 
(Gal. 5 : 9 ) . This was  an attempt to mix law with 
grace which would corrupt the gospel message. 

 
 C. The meal in the parable refers to the doctrines  

concerning the p er son o f Chr i st whic h were typ i fie d in t he    
meal offering of the 0. T. and ea t en by the priests ( Lev. : 
2:1 , 2, 3).  

D.  The three measures of meal were each a third part of an 
ephah which equal ed one e phah and t his was t he a mount 
offered as  a meal o ffer i ng i n t he 0.T.  by Ab r aham ( Gen. 
18: 6), by Gideon ( Judges 6:18, 19), and by Hannah (I Sa m. 
1:24).  Notice Ezek. 45:2 4; 46:5 , 7, 11.  

E.  Hiding the leaven in the meal is a symbol of disobeying  
what th e Word of God says  (Lev . 2: 1 1 ) .  The law of the  
offerin gs fo r bade leaven  which i s a  type of  sin, but  i t 
prescri bed o i l to  temper or mo i sten every  meal o f feri ng 
which i s ty pica l of the Hol y Spi rit ( Ezek. 45: l l ).  What 
this wom an or syst em of fa l se r eligi on intro duced was 
sinful t each i ngs and pr acti ces conce r ning t he doct r ines 
of Ch r ist.  

II . WHAT WE CAN ANTI CIP ATE DURI NG THE COURSE OF T HI S PRESENT A GE 

A.  We can expect a system of false religion to arise within  
Christe ndom which will  in t rodu ce ev i l teach i ngs and 
practic es diverse from  t he doct r ines of  Chr ist and they 
will corr upt the teaching s of Chris t endom s o tha t it 
will be come apost ate as a whol e.  

B.  We can expect this corruption to work like leaven or 
yeast permea t ing all of C hrist endom so  that even t uall y 
it will  be d octri nally co r rupt conc erning i t s te achin gs 
about t he Lord Je sus Christ. In our present day there 
are those within Christendom who  deny every cardina l 
doctrine of Ch r ist -  His  virgin bir t h, His  bl ood 
atone ment , Hi s bodi ly re surr ecti on, H i s pre - tri bula t iona l 
raptu r e, and His p r e-mil l enni al r etur n.  

C.  We can expect these evil teachings and practices to be 
hidden as the leaven was in the meal. Most folks don't 
know what organized religion today has within its 
ranks. The liberals and the i r co r ru ptive te achin gs ar e 



seldom expos ed fo r their denials an d depar tur es a nd wh en 
they are, fol ks co ntinue to  suppor t t hem. 

D.  We can expec t thi s system of  f alse r eligion to  become 
one org anize d and corrupt whol e and then  it will be 
judged dur i ng t he t ribu l ati on p erio d ( Rev. 17: 16,1 7).  

 
III.  SOME APPLICATIONS WE CAN MAKE FROM THIS PARABLE  

A. The first thing we should do is beware of 
the different forms of leaven or any evil 
teachings and practices co nce r ni ng t he 
th i ngs o f Chr is t.  

B. Secondly, we should recognize where 
Christendom as a whole is he aded and 
se par at e f r om t hi s apost asy.  

C.  Thirdly, we should understand that Christendom as 
a whole is being corrupted by evil teachings and 
practices from within its ranks and so we cannot 
support it as a whole because of the leaven in it. 
Those who support eccumenical eff ort s t o u ni t e 
or gani zed Chr is ti ani ty a r e bui ld in g t he a pos t at e, 
one world Church which the Lord will judge and may 
well find the msel ve s a p art o f i t.  

 


