
              MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN # 1  

                          "THE SOWER" 

I. AN ANALYSIS OF THE PARABLE (Matt. 13:3 - 9;1 8-23 ) .  

A. The sower here is Christ who began the 
work and then ent rust ed i t to His serva nts.  

B. Th e s eed i n th is pa r able i s t he Word o f God 
(Matt . 13:1 9; Mar k 4:14; Lk.8:11). 

C. Th e fi eld t hat Chri st i s re f er r ing t o is the wo r ld-   
“anyo ne t hat h ear et h” ( Matt 13:19).  Note 13:38.  

D. The different kinds of soils where the seed 
falls are the di f feren t ki nds of r ecept i ons by 
those who hea r t he Wor d of God. Notice the 
phrase "he that received the seed". (Matt 
13:19,2 0,22, 23) .  

II. WHAT WE CAN ANTICIPATE DURING THE COURSE OF THIS 
PRESENT AGE 

A. We can anticipate first of all this age to be 
characterized by a program of seed-sowing which is 
the Word of God (Mar k 4:l4 ) .  

B. The second thing we can anticipate during this time 
is that i t w i l l be mar ked b y o ppos i t i on f r om t he 
wor l d ( Mat t . 13 : 22);  fr om t he f l es h ( Mat t 13:21) ;  
and f r om t he de vi l ( Mat t . 13: 19; Luke 3 : 12 ) ,  

C. Thirdly we can expect this age to be characterized 
by more people hearing the Word and making shallow 
professions than by th ose who act ually r ece i ve i t 
and b ear f rui t -  t hat i s to be sav ed. Notice only a 
fourth part falls upon good ground. Since a fourth 
part is taken away by the devil, this leaves 1/2  on 
stony gro und and among tho r ns or t o be sown among 
th ose w ho make shal l ow p r of essio ns and ar e not 
sa ved. F ro m t hi s we ca n s af el y concl ude o nly 1 / 4 of 
th ose w ho pr ofe ss t o know t he Lo rd actu al l y know 
Hi m.  

 
 D. We can expect this age of seed-sowing then to be 

characterized by no professions b y some ( 1 3 : 1 9 ) ;  
by shallow profe ssions by ot hers ( 13: 20, 22) and by 
so me t r ue pr ofe ss io ns by ot her s ( 13:23).  

 
 



1.  Notice some will hear and not understand as  
in the case of t he Jews who rej ect ed Christ     
(Matt.13:13,19 ) . Thi s gr oup of he ar er s wi l l not 
bel ie ve th e Wor d of Go d. These will make no 
profess i on b ecau se they are h ard- hear t ed. Their 
hear ts ar e li ke harde ned pa cked do wn soil b y t he 
waysi de of a fi el d. Be cause o f t heir ha r dened 
co ndi t i on t he dev il wi l l ta ke aw ay t he Wor d so 
th ey won't be sa ved (Luke 8:12 ) .  Here  we note 
the opposition by the dev i l in  th i s prese nt ag e.  

2.  A second kind of person will hear the Word of 
God and make a profession which will appear 
genuine but it will not l ast (13:20,2 1 ) .  It 
will appear t o be in s oil i n whic h seed will grow 
but he will wither away because he has no r oot i n 
him sel f ( 2 1 ) . This i s a pi ct ur e o f t he shall ow-  
heart ed he ar er who has s ome s ort of emot i onal 
experience and runs in the strength of the flesh 
until it s weakness i s r eveal ed by tr i bul at io n a nd 
per se cut io n. Her e we note the opposition of the 
flesh to the Word of God i n th i s present age.  

3.  A third kind of person who will hear the Word of 
God will als o b e a  shal l ows- hear te d hear er 
(1 3 : 2 2). This o ne wil l be like s eed that fell 
among thorns. He will make a pro fe ss i on a nd 
appear a ls o t o be gr owi ng so a s to produce fruit 
but before long the things of the world will 
crowd and choke out any apparent life because he 
has no s pi r i t ual li f e or st r engt h to gr ow an d 
pr oduce. Here we  note  the opposition of the 
world to the Word of God in t his present age.  

4.  A fourth kind of hearer will hear the Word of 
God and make a  genuine p r ofes sion (13 : 23 ) .  He 
will be  like see d that fell in good ground. He 
will grow and become fruitful which will be the 
evidence of genuine spiritual lif e f r om t he 
in cor r upti bl e seed.  N ot i ce t her e ar e three 
kinds of fruits produced in a Christian's life. 
First of all t her e is the fruit  of converts (Rom . 
1:1 3 ) ;  secondly the  f r uit of  Chr i stian cha r act er 
(Gal. 5: 22 , 23); and f i nall y t he f ru i t of 
Chr is t i an conduct or righteousnes s (Rom 6: 21, 22;  
15:27,28; Phil . 1 :11).  

E, Finally from this parable we can see and anticipate 
that this age will be characterized by a decreasing 
response to the sowing of the seed (Matt. 13:23).  In  other 
words there will be a decrease in the number of folks 
getting saved and a dec r ease i n t hei r f r ui tf ul nes s.  

 



 
III. SOME APPLICATIONS WE CAN MAKE FROM THIS PARABLE  

A. The first application for us is to see is our 
responsibility in this age of seed-sowing. This is 
what we have been called and e ntr usted to  do ( J N .  
20:21; I I Co r .9: 6,10).  

      B. It is evident from this parable that there 

will be no universal reception of the Word of God,    
but rather most who hear it will reject it. 

C. We can expect some folks to reject the Word, some 
to make shallo w p rofessi ons b ut s ome to r eally get 
saved.  

D. We can expect opposition from the devil, the flesh, 
and the world to t he Word of God.  

E. W e can al so e xpect t o see ti mes of test i ng and t empt at ions 
to determine what kind of hearer we are and how we have  
receive d the Word.  

 


