MYSTERI ES OF THE KI NGDOM OF HEAVEN # 6
"THE PEARL OF GREAT PRI CE"

AN ANALYSI S OF THI S PARABLE (Matt. 13: 45, 46)

A. The nerchant man of this parable is none
ot her than the Lord Jesus H nself.

B. The Pearl| of great price here is the Church and
the cost of it was the sane as that of the H dden
Treasure which represents Israel. It cost the Lord
Jesus "all that He had" to redeem those who nake
up the church (I Pet.l:18; Eph. 5:25).

[T. VAT VEE CAN AN A PATE DLR NG THE GOLRE (F TH S PRESENT AE

A V¢ can expect the church, which was born out of
injury like a pearl, to be formed and to grow as a
living organismw th believers being added to it
and becomng a living part of it. Notice this
process in Acts. 2:41,47; 5:14; 11:24; Eph. 2: 21,
Col . 2:19.

B. W can expect the church to growuntil it is taken
out of this world. Just |like a pearl nust be taken
out of its place of formation before it can becone
an obj ect of adornnent, so will the church be taken
out of this world at the rapture and then be
presented to Christ at the narriage of the Lanb
which will take place after the Judgnment Seat of
Ghrist (Eph 5: 25, 26, 27; Rev. 19:7, 8) .

[11. SOME APPLI CATI ONS VEE CAN MKE FROM TH S PARABLE

A. The first thing we see in this parable is the
cost of our salvation. W who make up the
church or "the pearl of great ptice" were
purchased by the bl ood of Christ (Acts 20:28;
Pet 1:19). Salvation is not sonething an
individual nmerits or provides for hinself. It
is only by grace through faith in what Chri st
has done.

B. Anot her application we can nake fromthis
parable is how we as believers received life.
When we believed we were at that nonent
bapti zed by the Holy Spirit into the body of
believers which is the church (I Cor.12:13)
and we becane a part of a |living organi sm
because the Holy Spirit took up residence



within us and gave us life (JN6:63) .

C. Finally, we can see sonmething in this parable which

ought to result in our praise to the Lord. Just
like the formation, the beauty, and the value of a
pearl owes its existence to the injury of an
oyster, all we are or ever shall be we owe it to
the One who was wounded for us.



