"THEVI NEAND THE BRANCHES!

. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF THE CHURCH

A. This  metaphor illustr ates firs t ofall how the Lorddea |s
withb elieverst o bringfo rth fruiti n theirl iv esfor
His gl ory.

1. Int his respectwe dis cover how Hedealswit h th osewho
are unf r uitful (15: 2). Justlike a vinedresser would
remove ade ad unfrui tful branchf rom hisvi ne, so
does the Lord dealw ithth ose believers whoare
fru itl essb ecause they wil In ots tay | nfe Il owship
wit h the Lord. T hey areta ken away orou t oft his
worl d t hr ough physic al death(IC or. 11: 30).

2. 1In this respectwes eeho w our heavenl|yFa t herdeals

with be |ieve rswhobear fruitand thereby show tha t
they ha vesp irit uallife (15:2). Justli kea
vinedre sser clea ns or purgeth a fruitfu | vineso
that itw ill producemore frui t, sodoe s the Lord
clean seandc ut awayt hat whic h i s usel ess and that
which would prev ent fruitfulness i nour lives. Thi s

proce ssi s carri edout thr oughth e clea nsin g and
convi ctin g powerof God’s Wrdan d also thr ough

vario ust rials andchaste nings( Heb. 4:12; 12:11; Jn.
17:117;James  1:2 4).

B. This metaphor illustrates also the necessity for a
believer tobe in fellow ship withthe Lord to becone
more fr uitfu | andthereby  glorif y G od.

1. Notice the reason that believers are commanded to

abide or  stay in fellowship with thelLord (15:4 ).
Just like a branchcan’ t bear fr uitunle ssit abi des
and rec eives its suste nance,f romthe Vvine, so

belie verscan 't befru itfu | unlesstheya rein
fellows hipw ith Christa ndHe is being revea | ed
through their lives (Gal. 2:2 0).

2.Int  hisc onnectionwe noti cet heresul t of
being in fellow shipwi tht heLordis bringi ngf ort h
much frui t which glorifie s God( Jn, 15:5, 8).

1. SOMEOFTHE THNGSINVOLVEDINT HSRELATIONSHIPAS BELIEVERS

A. This relation ship pict urestheLo rdJes usas the
True Vineandth osewh o believ e in Him ast he
branc hes. The He avenly Fatheris pi ctureda s the
Vinedres ser(dn. 15:1,5).



1. Notice int he O.T. Israelwa s God’s vine which was to
bear fruitf orHi sgloryb uti tbo ret hewrongk inds
off ruit (lsa.5 1-7;, Ezek. 15::2; Jer. 2:21).

2. Here inth is N.T. r elati onship of b elievers in
Christ we see Hm ast he Tr ue Vine (Jn. 15:1)
bearing f ruit th rough the |l ives of b elie vers for
God’'s gl ory.

B. This relati onshipin vol ves produci ng sonethin gf or God’s
glory andr evealsi tselfb yv aryingdegreeso f
fruitful ness.

1.No tet hat believersbea r fr uitbut t he L ord
must work int heirl ivesandpurget hemin
orderf ort hemto bring fort h nore frui t

(15:2).
2.Th enwe notic e if abel iever staysi n fellow shi p with
the Lordhewill bringf orthmuch fruita ndt hiswi ||
glorify God (15: 5) .
C. This relation ship reveals how we as believers a r e dependent

upon thelL ordJ esusf ort hestrengtht odoa nythingt hat
woul d glorify God (15:5).

D. Thisr elationshipi nvolvesc ertainr equirenmentso f
believers @n 15:2,3).

1.In thi s respectwe noti cet here isa vast difference
between union with Christ a nd comunion with
Christ. In oth er words it s onet hingt o be saved
and h ave sonship; iti s quite anothert o h ave
discipleship and this i s t he subject being
addressed here (15 :3).

2. W notice then that whileours tan din g before G od
can never change,o urs tatec anbe coned efil ed
throughs in andcleans ing isn ecessary. The
disci plesto whomthe Lord spoke hadb eenc | eansed
oncef ora Ilb ut they,a swella s we,n eededd aily
cleansingf romsi nbyt heWordof God (15:3 ).
Compare Jn. 13:3 11).

3. With this in mnd, abiding in Christ or being i n
fellowship with Him is to have no known, unjudge d, and
unconfessedsi ni n ourl ives( IJ n, 1:6, 9). Onthe
ot her handb eing outo f fellowship becauseofs in's
defilenmentsr esultsi na frui tles s lifefor God's

glor vy.

4. As faras requireme nts are concernedto bei n
fello wshi p andt obef ruitful,w e seei ti sa



matter ofk eeping Christ s commandrents (Jn.
15:9,10 ).

E. This relationship involves certain results for those who
stay in fellowship with the Lord. Firstly, there is
purging and cleansing formo refr uit (2). Second |y,
abiding insu res muchfru it (5). Thirdly, muchfr uit then
resultsing lory toGo d (8). Fourthly, abiding results in
our prayers being answered (7). Finally, abiding yields
the joy of being in fellowship with Christ (11).

.  SOMEOFTHETHI NGSIMPLI EDTOU S BASEDUPONTHIS RHATI ONSHIP,

A. We have an i nplication of wh at will happento us ifwe
don' tsta y infell owshipwit h the Lord (Un. 15:6).
Therear e twod ifferentvi ewson this.

1. Some hold t hat such are cast forth orstrippe  do ftheir
priv ileg e and set ona shelfa s far ass erni ngi s
concerned. The ys ee the things gat hered as dead wor ks
which w |l be burned.

2. Others hold as |do thattho secast awayhere are
unfa i thf ula ndu nfruit ful beli evers who remano uto f
fell owshipandare cast asit were into the fire s of

afflicti onand trialswhic h overt ake themor consume
their lives. T hi s seems to foll ow the parallel o fw hat
happene d to theu nfruittu | Isr aelt es(Ezek . 15:1-7 ).

B. Anoth eri npli catontha t wesee here iswhat weas beli evers
can expect in our lives. We can expect the Lord towork in
our live s sotha t wemayb ecome mae fru itfu | and gl orify
Him.



