
"THE VI NE AND THE BRANCHES" 
 

I. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF THE CHURCH  

A. This  meta phor illustr ates f irs t of all  how t he Lord dea l s 
with b el i evers t o br i ng fo r t h f r ui t i n t hei r l iv es for 
His gl ory.  

1.  I n t his r esp ect we  dis cove r how He d eals wit h th ose wh o 
are unf r uitful ( 1 5 : 2 ) .  Just like a vinedresser would 
remove a de ad unf rui t fu l br anch f r om his vi ne, so 
does t he Lor d deal w i th th ose bel i eve r s who a r e 
fru i tl ess b ecause th ey wil l n ot s t ay I n fe l l owshi p 
wit h t he Lor d. T hey are ta ken away or ou t of t hi s 
wor l d t hr ough physic al deat h (I C or. 11: 30).  

2.  In t his r esp ect we s ee ho w our heaven l y Fa t her deals 
with be l ieve r s w ho bear f ruit and thereby show tha t 
they ha ve sp i rit ual life  (15 : 2 ) .  Just li ke a  
vinedre sser c lea ns or purgeth a  f r uitfu l vi ne s o 
that i t w i ll pro duce m ore f rui t , so doe s th e Lor d 
clean se a nd c ut away t hat whic h i s usel ess and t hat 
which would prev ent fruitfulness i n our lives. Thi s 
proce ss i s ca r ri ed out  thr ough th e clea nsin g and 
convi ctin g power of  God’s Word an d also  thr ough 
vario us t r ials  and chaste nings ( Heb. 4:12;  12:11;  Jn. 
17:17; James 1:2  4).  

B. This metaphor illustrates also the necessity for a 
believer to be in fellow ship with the  Lor d to beco me 
more fr uitfu l and thereby  glorif y G od.  

1 .  Notice the reason that believers are commanded to 
abide or stay in fellowship with t he Lord ( 1 5 : 4 ) .  
Just like a  branch can’ t bear fr uit unle ss it  abi des 
and rec eives its suste nanc e, f r om the  vi ne, so 
belie vers can ’ t be fru i tfu l unless they a r e in  
fellows hip w i th Christ a nd He  is being revea l ed 
through their l i ves (Gal. 2 :2 0 ) .  

 
2. In t his c onnection we  noti ce t he resul t of  

being in fellow sh ip wi t h t he L ord is  br i ngi ng f ort h 
much f rui t which glorifie s God ( Jn, 15:5 , 8 ) .  

 
 
I I . SOME OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN T HIS RELATIONSHIP AS  BELIEVERS 

A.  This r ela t ion shi p pict ures the Lo r d Jes us a s th e 
True Vine and th ose wh o bel iev e i n Him as t he 
branc hes. The He avenly Father is  pi ctured a s the 
Vinedres ser(Jn. 15:1,5).  



1. Notice in t he O.T.  Israel wa s God’s  vine which was to  
bear f r ui t f or Hi s g l or y b ut i t bo r e t he w r ong k i nds 
of f r ui t ( I sa . 5: 1- 7; Ezek. 15: : 2;  Jer. 2: 21 ) .  

2. Here in th is N. T. r el ati onship of b el i ever s i n 
Chr i st we  see Him as t he Tr ue V i ne (Jn.  15:1 )  
bearing f r uit th r ough t he l i ves o f b elie ver s f or 
God’s  gl ory.  

B. Thi s r el ati onship in vol ves pr oduci ng somet hin g f or God’s  
glo r y and r eveals i t sel f b y v ar yin g d egr ees o f 
f r ui t f ul ness.  

1. No t e t hat bel i evers bea r fr uit but  t he L ord 
must work in t hei r l i ves a nd p ur ge t hem i n 
or der f or t hem to br in g f ort h more f rui t 
(15 :2 ) .  

2. Th en w e not ic e if a bel i eve r st ays i n fe l low shi p with 
the Lor d h e w i l l br i ng f or t h much f r ui t a nd t hi s wi l l 
glorify God (15: 5 ) .  

C. This relation ship reveals how we as believers a r e dependent  
upon th e L or d J esus f or t he s t r engt h t o d o a nyt hi ng t hat 
woul d glorify God ( 15:5) .  

D.  Thi s r el at i onshi p i nvol ves c er t ai n r equi r ements o f 
bel i ever s (J n. 15 : 2,3 ) .  

1. In  thi s re spect we noti ce t her e is a  vas t di f fe r ence  
bet ween u ni on wi t h C hr i st a nd communi on w i t h 
Chr i st . I n oth er words it’ s one t hing t o be save d 
and h ave sons hi p; i t i s q ui t e anot her t o h ave 
di sci pl eshi p a nd t hi s i s t he subject being  
addressed here (15 : 3 ) .  

2. We not i ce t hen th at whi l e ou r s tan din g bef ore G od 
can never change, o ur s t at e c an be come d ef i l ed 
t hr ough s i n and cleans i ng i s n ecessary. The 
disci ples to  whom the Lord  spoke had b een c l eansed 
once f or a l l b ut t hey, a s w el l a s we, n eeded d ai l y 
cl eansi ng f r om si n b y t he Wor d o f God ( 1 5 : 3 ) .  
Compare Jn. 13: 3 11).  

3. With this in mind, abiding in Christ or being i n 
fellowship with Him is to have no known,  unjudge d, and  
unconfessed si n i n our l i ves ( I J n, 1 : 6 , 9 ) .  On th e 
ot her hand b ei ng out o f f el l owshi p because o f s i n’ s 
def i l ement s r esul t s i n a  f rui t les s life for  God's  
glor y.  

4. As  far as  r equireme nts are concerned to  be i n 
fello wshi p and t o b e f r ui t f ul , w e see i t i s a 



mat t er  of k eepi ng Christ’ s commandments ( Jn. 
15:9,10 ) .  

 
E.  This relationship involves certain results for those who 

stay in fellowship with the Lord. Firstly, there is 
purging and cleansing for mo r e fr uit ( 2 ) .  Second l y,  
abiding insu r es much fru i t ( 5 ) . Thi r dl y,  much fr ui t t hen 
re sul t s in g l or y to Go d ( 8 ) . Fourthly, abiding results in 
our prayers being answered ( 7 ) .  Finally, abiding yields 
the joy of being in fellowship with Chr is t (11).  

 
III. SOME OF THE THI NGS IMPLI ED TO US BASED UPON THIS RELATI ONSHIP,  

A.  We have an i mplication of wh at will  happen to  us if we  
don’ t sta y in fell owship wit h th e Lor d (Jn. 1 5 : 6 ) .  
There ar e two d i f f erent vi ews on t hi s.  

1. Some hold t hat such are cast  f orth  or strippe d o f their  
priv i leg e and set on a  she l f a s fa r as s ervi ng i s 
concerned. The y s ee the things gat hered as dead wor ks 
whi ch wi l l be bur ned.  

2. Others hold  as I do that tho se cast  away here  ar e 
unfa i thf ul a nd u nf ruit f ul beli ever s who r emai n o ut o f 
fell owshi p a nd a re cas t as it  were i nto  t he f ire s of 
afflicti on and t r i als whic h overt ake them or  consume 
their lives. T hi s seems to foll ow the  parallel o f w hat 
happene d to t he u nfruitfu l Isr aelit es (Ezek . 15:1-7 ) .  

B.  Anoth er i mpli ca tion tha t we see here i s w hat we a s beli ever s 
can expect in our lives. We can  expect the Lord t o work  in  
our l ive s so tha t  we may b ecome more fru i tfu l and gl or ify 
Him.  

 


