"THE SHEPHERD ANDT HE SHEEP

l. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF THE CHURCH

A. This metaphor illustrates first of all how the
Lord Jesus loves and cares for His own.

1. As theg oodShepherd Hoc ametopr ovidel ife
and much morefor the sheep(Jn.10:10). Notice
thisisa differentp urposef orw hichat hief
woul dc onea ndth is speaks of therel igi ous

lea ders ofl srael Jn. 10:8,1 0; Mat23:13-
33).

2. A s the good ShepherdHe gave Hsli fef ort he
sheepin order thatt heymi ght Iive (Jn. 10:11).
Noti ceth isi s diferentfr omwhatah ir eingw ould do
(In. 10:1 2,13). Ahireling doesn't rea |Ily care
for thesh eep because they aren oth iso wn. A
hirelingc areson |yf orh i swages andth ere fore
when he andt he li vesofth e sheep are in

je opardy hewil | le avet hembecause he | acks
lo ve and concern for them. Here is the
essential difference between apa storand a
preache r.

B. The Second thing illustrated in th is

met aphor is th e waywardness of nan and
then eedth at we all havef or spiritu al
guida nce.

1. Justl ike sheep apartf rom a shepherd will
go astray, so all men apartf romthelL ord wil |
goastray and tumt o their own sinful wa ys
(lIsa. 53: 6; IPet2 :25;L uke 15).

2. Just like sheepne eda shepherd to |ead them
and care forth eir needssod o all nen need the
Lord sprovision tome etth eir needsor

ot herwi se they willbes adlyl acki ng (Matt
9: 36).

3. Just like sheep are led so undiscerningly to the
slaughter anda re thereforev unerable tot hose
who | ead them so aremenledman vy timesto
their own hurt and destruction (sa. 53:7; Acts
20:28- 30) .

Il. SOME OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN THIS RELATIONSHIP AS BELIEVERS

A. This relati onshipin vol ves firsto f all ar ecogniti on



of who the Sheph erd and His she ep are.

1. Thego od Shepherd iscl earlyid entifi ed by H's
lov i ng exampl e.

a. TheL ord Jesus is the One that
enter edi n byth e door orbyGods
appoint edway (Jn. 10:1,2).

b. The Lord Jesus is the One that
le d Hi ssh eep out of thebarren
groundsofJ udais mintop le ntious
pastures ofgr ace (Jn. 10:3).

c.Th eLordJesus gaveHis life for the
sheeps o that theymightl ive (Jn
10:11).

d. The Lord Jesus has become the door or
the appointed wa y for life and those
who believeon Himare gv enetem al
ife (Jn. 10:9; 27- 29).

2. Th e sheep of the GoodS hepherd are
comprisedof both Jewsand Genti le s
whichf ormo nef | ockin theC hurc h.

a. The believers out of Judaism are the
ones being led out (Jn 10:3 ).

b. The Gentile believers ar e the ones
referred to in Jn.10:16 as t he
"other s heep" w hich would nake up
one floc k (Notf ol d).

B. This rel atons hi pirvd  veso wersh ip andse cuit y (Jn.
10272 9; 21:16; Ads 20:23; | Ret, 5: 2). BEvewybe liever
the n i s bloodHbought and belongs to the Good Shepherd.

C. This relat ionship involv esp rovisionfo r every
bel i ever. Thisb eginswi th etemal li fe (Jn.
10: 28) the nonment we bel ie vea ndwea re
spir itually nouris hed and sust aine d thereafter
through the mi ni stry of the Wor d o f God. Notice
this is somethi ngthe Lordhas comm ttedto under -
shepherd s or past orsto  pro vide for Hsow n (I |
Tim. 3:16, 17; Acts20 : 23;IP et 5:2; Eph
4:11, 12).

D.Th isre latio nshipin volvesp rotecti on (Jn. 10:4;
Psa. 23:4). The Onewhoga veHis |ifeforus is
certainl y goingt o take careof His own(Rom.



5:10; 8:32; Heb. 7:2 5). Noticethe faithful
mini str yo f God’ s under-s hepherdsi s part oft he
Lords protecio nf orHiso wn(Act s

20:26,27 ,29,30 ).

ll. SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON
THIS RELATIONSHIP.

A. We should follow the leadership of the Lord as it
is revealed to us through H sWord as iti s
faith fully mini stered.

B. We s houl dde pendup onth eL ord tome etou r
every need (Psa. 23).

C. W should rest inth e Lord'sp rovi sion forus

(IPe t. 2:23, 24).



