
"THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP" 

I.  SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF THE CHURCH  

A. This metaphor illustrates first of all how the 
Lord Jesus loves and cares for His own. 

1.  As t he g ood Sh epher d He c ame t o pr ovi de l i f e 
and much more for  the sheep(Jn.10:10).  Notice 
this is a di f f er ent p ur pose f or w hi ch a t hi ef 
woul d c ome a nd th i s speaks of t he rel i gi ous 
lea der s of I sr ael (Jn. 10:8,1 0; Mat t 23:13-  
3 3 ) .  

2.  A s th e good Shephe r d H e gave His li f e f or t he 
sheep in  ord er t hat t hey mi ght l iv e ( J n . 10:11).  
Not i ce th i s i s different fr om what a h ir eling w ould do 
(Jn. 10:1 2, 13) . A h i re l i ng doesn’t  rea l l y car e 
fo r t he sh eep because t hey are n ot h i s o wn. A 
hi r el i ng c ar es on l y f or h i s w ages and th ere f ore 
when he and t he li ves of th e sheep are i n 
je opar dy he w il l  le ave t hem b eca use he l acks 
lo ve and concern for  them. Here is the 
essential difference between a pa stor and  a 
preache r .  

B. The Second th i ng i l l us t r at ed in  th is 
met aphor is th e waywar dnes s of man and 
the n eed th at we al l have f or spiritu al 
guida nce.  

1.  J ust l i ke sheep apart f r om a  shepherd w i l l 
go ast ra y, so al l men apar t f r om t he L ord wil l 
go a str ay and tu rn t o the i r own  si nf ul wa ys 
(Isa. 5 3 : 6 ;  I P et. 2 : 25; L uke 1 5 ) .  

2.  J ust l i ke sheep ne ed a  shepher d t o l ead t hem 
and car e f or th ei r needs so d o all men need t he 
Lor d’ s p ro vi sio n to me et th ei r needs or 
ot her wi se t hey wi ll be s adl y l ac ki ng (Matt 
9 : 3 6 ) .  

3. Just like sheep are led so undiscerningly to the 
slaughter and a re t her ef ore v unera bl e t o t hose 
who l ead t hem, so ar e men led man y times to 
their own hurt and destruction (Isa. 53:7;  Acts 
20:28- 3 0 ) .  

II.  SOME OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN THIS RELATIONSHIP AS BELIEVERS  

A. Thi s r el ati onship in vol ves f i r st o f al l a r ecogniti on 



of who the Sheph erd and His she ep are.  

1.  The go od Shepher d is cl ear l y id ent ifi ed by Hi s 
lov i ng exampl e.  

 
a.  The L ord Jesu s i s the One t hat 

enter ed i n by th e door or by God’s  
appoint ed wa y (Jn . 10:1,2).  

  
b.  The Lor d Jesus is t he One t hat  

le d Hi s sh eep out of t he ba r r en 
gr ounds of J udais m i nt o p le nt i ous 
past ur es of gr ace ( Jn. 1 0 : 3 ) .  

c. Th e L or d J es us gave H i s l i f e fo r t he 
sh eep s o t hat th ey m i ght l i ve (Jn  
10:11).  

d. The Lord Jesus has become the door or 
the appointed wa y f or l i f e and t hose 
who bel i ev e o n Hi m are giv en e t ern al 
life ( Jn. 1 0 : 9 ;  27-  2 9 ) .  

2. Th e sheep of t he Go od S hepherd  are  
compr i sed of  bot h Jews and  Genti le s 
which f orm o ne f l ock in t he C hurc h.  

a. The believers out of Judaism are the 
ones being led out (Jn  10 :3 ) .  

b.  The Gentile believers ar e the ones  
referred to in Jn . 10: 16 as t he 
"o t her s heep" w hich would make up 
one f loc k (Not f ol d).  

B.   Thi s rel ations hi p invol ves o wnersh ip and se curit y (Jn.  
10:27-2 9;  21: 16; Acts 20: 23; I Pet, 5 : 2 ) .  Every be l ie ver 
the n i s blood-bought and belongs to the Good Shepherd.  

C. Thi s r elat i onship i nvolv es p r ov is ion fo r every 
bel i ever. This b egins wi t h et ern al li fe (Jn.  
10: 28) t he moment we bel ie ve a nd w e a re 
spir i tua l ly nour is hed and sust aine d thereafter 
through the mi ni stry of the Wor d o f God. Notice  
this is somethi ng the  Lord has  commi tted to under -
shepherd s or past ors to  pro vide for  His ow n (I I 
Tim. 3:16, 1 7;  Acts 20 : 23; I P et. 5 :2 ;  Eph 
4:11, 12).  

D. Th i s re l at io nship in vol ves p ro t ecti on ( J n . 10:4;  
Psa. 23: 4 ) . The 0ne who ga ve His l i f e for us  is 
certainl y going t o take care of  His own (Rom.  



5:10;  8 : 32;  Heb. 7 :2 5 ) .  Notice the fa i th f ul 
mini str y o f God’ s  under -s hepherd s i s par t of t he 
Lord’s protectio n f or His o wn(Act s 
20:26,27 , 29,30 ) .  

III.  SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON 
THIS RELATIONSHIP. 

A. We should follow the leadership of the Lord as it 
is revealed to us t hro ugh Hi s Word as i t i s 
fa i th f ul ly  mi ni st er ed.  

B.  We s houl d de pend up on th e L or d to me et ou r  

ev ery need (Psa .  23).   

C. We shoul d r est in th e Lor d's p r ovi sio n f or us  

 (I Pe t . 2 : 2 3 , 2 4 ) .  

 


