
" THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE KINGDOM OF PRIESTS”  
 

 
I.  SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF THE 
CHURCH 

A. This metaphor illustrates the ministry that the Lord 
Jesus had to pr opiti ate fo r s in a nd r edeem si nner s (I 
Jn. 2: 2)  

1. As our High Priest His ministry differed from 
the order of the  Aaronic priest s o f the O . T .  

a. The Aaronic priests were called of God to 
offer sacrifices for sin s but the y had to  
offer f or th eir own sins  and when one  die d 
there w as ne ed t o choose anot her ( Heb. 5:3;  
7:23). 

b. Our high priest on the other hand is a priest 
after the order of Mel chiz edek in that  He w as 
prese nted "ha vin g neither beginning of days 
nor end of life". And unlike the  A aronic 
priests He  had n o need t o off er up sacrifices 
for His own sin ( Heb. 7:3;  17,23 - 27).  

2. Notice secondly as our High Priest, His 
ministry differed from the offer in g of the  
O . T .  priest s.  

a. The Aaronic high priest offered the blood of 
a sacri f ici al an i mal i n th e hol y of hol i es of 
the t aber nacl e once a year for hi mself and 
for t he s i ns of t he people. But t hese 
offerings only atoned or covered sin. Every 
year another sacrifice was needed and their 
work was nev er f in ishe d (Heb. 9: 6: 10: 3, 4,l l ).  

b. Out"  High Pri est on t he ot her hand off ered 
Himself as  a perfect s acri f ice to God  f or o ur 
sins and ente r in g the Hol y place of heaven  
with His own blo od He put away sin , fin i she d 
the w ork of s alv ation and obta i ned eter nal 
redem ptio n fo r us (Heb . 9: 12? 24- 26; 
10:l2 , 14).  

B. This metaphor illustrates the present ministry 
that the Lord Jesus ha s fo r Hi s people who make 
up th e Church.  

1. As o ur Hi gh Pr ie st Chr is t b ec omes ou r A dv ocate 
and i nt erc edes f or us wh en we  sin , and on  the 



basis o f His all suffici ent sacrifice, r est ores 
us to  fel l owship when  we c onfe ss (I J n.  2:l,2;  
1 :9 ;  Heb. 7:25;  Rom. 8:34).  

2. As our High Priest Christ represents us and 
mediates for us befo r e t he F ath er (I  Tim. 
2:5;  Heb. 4 : 14-1 6).  

 
3. As our High Priest Christ prays for us  

and is the basis upon which we r eceive the  
petitions we a sk (Jas.  16:2 3 , 26 ) .  
 

C. This metaphor illustrates the ministry that Church  
saints have in this world and by whose authority they 
serve. 

  1.We notice in the O . T ,  that t he  
priesthood was a hierarchy which ruled over the      
whole nation of Israel but because of rebellion 
against God and rejection of the Saviour these 
has been set aside during this age and the 
Church Saints have bec ome t he medi ato r ia l people 
of God (E x. 19 1 6 }  I Pet . 2 : 9 ) .  

       2.In the 0 , T .  priesthoo d we find that the 

priests who ministered did so under the authority 
of the High Priest. In this respect then we see 
that the Church Saints which are Kingdom of 
priests serve under the authority of the Lord 
Jesus and one da y they wil l re i gn with  Him ( Rev. 
1 : 6 ) .  

II. SOME OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN THIS RELATIONSHIP AS BELIEVERS  

A. T his r el ati onship  i nvolv es c ert ai n ar eas o f     

sanct if i cat i on.  

1. T he f i r st t hi ng we see about th i s p ri est hood o f b el i evers 
is how t hey are se t apart -  it i s thro ugh “comi ng to  
Christ” ( I P et . 2:4 - 5).  

2. S econdl y we n ot ic e t here i s a washi ng and cl eansi ng 
th at ta ke place.  

a.  In the O.T,  when an individua l ente r ed the office of 
the pries t hood he  was washe d once with a whole 
bathing whic h was a dminis t ere d to him b y anot her ( Ex. 



29:4). This is a t ype of wa shing once  fo r all o f 
believe r s by  the H ol y Spiri t whi ch con secrates us to  
God (I Cor. 6:ll; Ti tus 3:5;  Jn. 1 5: 3).  

b. We n ote a l so i n the O . T . rite s that af t er 
the pri est h ad b een whol l y ba t hed he  stil l 
require d rep eate d cleans i ng or p ar tial 
bathi ng a t th e l aver b efor e perfo r min g any 
pri est l y serv i ce ( Ex. 30 : 17- 21; 4 0 : 6 , 7 ) .  

Here we s ee a  ty pe of clea nsin g t hrough 
confe ssio n th at i s nee ded i n t he l ife o f 
belie ver- prie sts befor e they can be 
consecrated fo r s ervice (I Jn. 1 ; 9 ; Jn. 
13: 10).  

B. This relationship involves certain areas of service. 

1. The first area of service for believer-
priests is that of sacri f ice. The O . T .  
priests offe r ed sacrific es wh i ch t ypified 
the onc e for all sacrifi ce th at C hrist ha s 
offered for sin. But while there are no 
sacrifices for sin to be made b y b eliever -
priests there ar e a number of sacrifi ces th at  
are in vol ved i n our p r ie stl y ser vi ce.  

a. The fi r st sacr ifi ce of t he bel i eve r -p r ie st is 
tha t of himsel f t o G od ( Rom. 12:1 , 2).  This is  onl y 
rea sonabl e service in the light of God’s  mercies and 
it involves a def inite act of o f f ering one’s sel f . 
As a result o f t his offering a gr adual 
transformation b egins within th e perso n and it 
cont i nues th r ough out his l ife (Ro m.12i2).  

b. A second sacr i fice that believ er- priests have t o 
offer is that of praise (Heb.13: l 5).  This sacrifice  
should be a dail y and continual o f fe ring to God for  
His goodness a nd mercies.  

c. A thi r d sacr i f i ce is th at of b ei ng kind t o other s 
and sharing wit h those in need (H eb. 13:16). This  
is illustr ated by  the Phil i ppians w ho shared  with t he 
Apostl e Paul ( Phil . 4:13).  

d. Finally belie ver-priests may o f fer up new conve r ts to 
God whic h are t he fruits  of evang el i sm (Rom.  15:1 6).  

2. The believer- priests have a se cond area of serv i ce which  
invo l ves wit ness in g in  thi s wor ld.  In  t he O. T.  th e 
prie sts wer e t he messenger s o f t he Lor d ( Mal . 2 : 7 ) .  In t he 
N.T.  we a r e t he ambassador s o f C hr i st ( I I C or . 5 : 20).  Our 
witness should  i nvolve three ar eas:  



a. First, our wi t ness should in vol ve a holy mann er of  life 
demonst r at i ng good work s w hi ch wi l l gl ori f y Go d (I P et . 
2: 12; Matt. 5:16 ) .  

b. A second ar ea of  wit ness i s t hat o f suff er i ng f or  
ri ght eousness sake f or th e g l ory o f Chr i st ( I P et. 
2:20).  

c. Our witness t o the world as be l iever-priests sh ould 
al so in vol ve gi vin g out t he g ospel message (Acts. 
1:8; 5:32 ).  

3. A third are a o f service for t he believer-prie st s is that o f 
intercession.  

a. We notice thi s area of service  involves church saints 
praying for the needs of one anot her. This may be f or 
physical needs  ( Acts 12:5,12) a s w ell as spiritu al 
(Acts 13:3; 14:23; Eph. 1:16-23).  

b. This service covers also those  outside th e 
household of fai th (Rom. 10: 1; I Tim. 2:1 , 2 ) .  

 
4. Finally a fourth area of service involves that of 
worship. Although this is closely associated with the area 
of the sacrifice of praise, it involves more than that. 

a.  We notice in the O . T ,  the priests were 

not to offer either  stra nge i ncen se (Ex . 3 0 : 9 )  or 
stran ge f i re (Lev.10:1 ) .  

b.  In the N. T. believer-priests t hen are not to  of fer 
what th ese t wo t hings ty pify. One  speaks of me r e 
formality and not from the heart. The other speaks of 
the thi ngs o f th e flesh r athe r th an the t hings of  t he 
Spirit.  The latt er is seen in I C or.1:11-13.  

III. SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON 
THIS RELATIONSHIP 

A. We should rest upon the finished work of redemption 
wrought by Christ when He offered Himself once for 
our sin. 

B. We should offer ourselves to God and be 

 cleansed for service. 

C. We should be involved in the areas of service such 
as offering sac ri fi ces a nd wi t ness in g t o o th er s.  



D. We should have an intercessory ministry for one 
another and for t hose out si de of Chr i st.  

 


