"THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE KINGDOM OF PRIESTS’

|. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THISMETAPHOR OF THE
CHURCH

A. This metaphor illustrates the ministry that the Lord
Jesushad topr opiti atefo rs ina ndr edeem sinners (|
Jn. 2: 2)

1. As our High Priest His ministry differed from
the order ofthe  Aaronic priest so fthe O.T.

a. The Aaronic priests were called of God to
offer sacrifices forsin s butthe y hadto
offerf orth eir ownsins and whenone die d
therew asne edt o choose anot her (Heb. 5:3;

7:23).
b. Our high priest on the other hand is a priest
after the order of Mel chiz edek in that He w as
prese nted "ha vin g neither beginning of days
nor end of life". And unlike the A aronic
priests He hadn o needt o off er up sacrifices
for His own sin (Heb. 7:3; 17,23 -27).

2. Notice secondly as our High Priest, His
ministry differed from the offer in g of the
O.T. opriest s.

a. The Aaronic high priest offered the blood of
a sacri fici alan imali n the holy ofhol ies of
thet aber nacl e oncea year forhi nmself and
fort hesins of the people. Butt hese
offerings only atoned or covered sin. Every
year another sacrifice was needed and their
workwasnev erf inishe d (Heb. 9: 6:10: 3,4, 1).

b.Out® HighPri estont heot her handoff ered
Himself as a perfect s acri fice to God foro ur
sins and enterin g the Holy place of heaven
with His own blo od He put away sin , fin ished
thew ork ofs alv ation and obta i ned eter nal
redemptio n for us (Heb. 9:12? 24- 26;
10:12 , 14).

B. This metaphor illustrates the present ministry
that the Lord Jesusha s for His people who nake
upth e Church.

1.Aso ur H gh Priest Christb econesou r A dvocate
and i nterc edes foruswh enwe sin, andon the



basiso f His all suffici ent sacrifice, r est ores
usto fel | owshipwhen wec onfess (1J n. 2:,2;
1:9; Heb. 7:25; Rom 8:34).

2. As our High Priest Christ represents us and
mediates for us before theF ather(I  Tim.
2:5; Heb.4 :14-16).

3. As our High Priest Christ prays for us
and is the basis upon whichwe  receive the
petitions we a sk (Jas. 16:2 3, 26).

C. This metaphor illustrates the ministry that Church
saints have in this world and by whose authority they
serve.
1.We notice in the O.T, that the
priesthood was a hierarchy which ruled over the
whole nation of Israel but because of rebellion
against God and rejection of the Saviour these
has been set aside during this age and the
Church Saints have becomet he nedi ato ria | people
of GCod(E x.19 16} | Pet. 2:9).

2.In the 0,T. priesthoo d we find that the

priests who ministered did so under the authority

of the High Priest. In this respect then we see

that the Church Saints which are Kingdom of

priests serve under the authority of the Lord

Jesusandoneda y theywil | reignwith Hm (Rev.
1:6).

Il. SOME OF THE THINGS INVOLVED IN THIS RELATIONSHIP AS BELIEVERS

AT hisr elat onship involv esc ert ainar easo f
sanctif ication.

1T he first thing we see aboutth ispn esthoodo fb elievers
ishow they arese t apat- iti s thro ughcom ngto
Chist’ (IP e. 2:4-5).

2.S econdl ywen otic e therei sa washing andd eansing
th at ta keplace.

a Inthe O.T, wenanindvdua | ente redthedfice of
the pries thoodhe waswashe d once wih a whoe
bathingwhic  h wasa dminis tere d tohmb y anot her (Ex



294). Thisisat ypeofwa shingonce foralo f
beleve rsby teH ol ySpn t whichcon secates usto
God( Go. 6l Titus 3:5; Jn.1 5:3).

b.Wen otea Iso inthe O.T. rite s thataf ter
thepri esth adb eenwhol |yba thedhe stil |
require d rep eate d cleans ing orp ar tial
bathi ngat the | averb efor e perfo rming any
pri estly service (Ex.30 :17-21; 40:6,7).

Here wes eea ty peof clea nsin g through
confe ssio n that isnee ded int he lifeo f
belie ver- prie stsbefor e theycanbe
consecrated fo rs ervice (I Jn. 1;9; Jn
13:10).

B. This relationship involves certain areas of service.

1. The first area of service for believer-

priests is that of sacri  fice. The O.T.
priests offe red sacrific  eswhich typified

the onc e for all sacrifi ceth atC hristha s
offered for sin. But while there are no

sacrifices for sin to be made b y b eliever -
priests there ar e anumber of sacrifi cesth at

arein volved in ourp rie stl y servi ce.

a. Thefi rst sacrifi ce of the believer-prie stis
that of himsel ft oGod (Rom 12:1,2). Thisis only

rea sonabl e service in the light of God's mercies and
it involves a def inite act of o f f ering one’s sel f.

As aresulto ft his offering a gr adual

transformation b egins within th e perso n and it

cont i nues through out his |ife(Ro m.12i2).

b. A second sacr i fice that believ er- priests have t 0
offer is that of praise (Heb.13: | 5). This sacrifice
should be a dail y and continual o f fe ring to God for

His goodnessa nd mercies.

c.Athi rdsacr ificeisth atofb eingkindt o other s
and sharing wit h those in need (H eb. 13:16). This

is illustr atedby thePhil ippiansw hoshared witht he
Apostl e Paul (Phil . 4:13).

d. Finally belie ver-priests may o f fer up new conve rtsto
God whic h aret he fruits of evangelism(Rom. 15:1 6).
2. The believer- priests have a se cond area of serv i ce which
invo | veswit nessin gin  thi s world. In the O. T. the

prie sts weret he nmessengersof the Lord( Md. 2: 7). Int he
N.T. wearet he anbassadorso fC hrist( I1C or.5 :20). Ou
witness should i nvolve three ar eas:



a. First, our Wi t ness should in vol veaholymann erof life
denonstrating good work swhichwi Ilgl ori fyGod (P et.
2:12; Mat. 5:16 ).

b. A secondar eaof wt nessi s thato f suff eringf or
rn ght eousness sake forth egloryo f Christ (IP et

2:20).
c. Our witness t o the world as be | iever-priests sh ould
al soin volve giving out theg ospel nessage (Ads.
18 532).
3. A rthird are a o fservice for t he believer-prie sts isthato f
intercession.

a. We notice thi s area of service involves church saints
praying for the needs of one anot her. This may be for
physical needs (Acts 12:5,12) a s w ell as spiritu al
(Acts 13:3; 14:23; Eph. 1:16-23).

b. This service covers also those outsideth e

household offai th (Rom. 10:1; | Tim. 2:1, 2).

4. Finally a fourth area of service involves that of
worship. Although this is closely associated with the area
of the sacrifice of praise, it involves more than that.

a. We notice in the O.T, the priests were
not to offer either stra nge incense(Ex . 30:9) or
stran gef ire (Lev101 ).
b. IntheN.T. believer-priests t hen are not to of fer
whatth eset wot hingsty pify. One speaks ofme re
formality and not from the heart. The other speaks of
thethi ngsof the flesh rather thanthet hings of the
Spirit. Thelatt erisseeninlC or.1:11-13.

[ll. SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON
THIS RELATIONSHIP

A. We should rest upon the finished work of redemption
wrought by Christ when He offered Himself once for
our sin.

B. We should offer ourselves to God and be

cleansed for service.

C. We should be involved in the areas of service such
as offering sac rn fi cesa nd witnessing too thers.



D. We should have an intercessory ministry for one
another and for those outsi deof Chri st.



