"“THE LAST ADAM AND THE NEW CREATION"

|. SOME OF THE THINGS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS METAPHOR OF
THE CHURCH

A.Th ismetaphor il lustratesf ir st of allth e
di fferenceb etween the firstand t he last head
of the humanrac e andth e ord ero f their
domin i ons.

1. This difference can be seen in the dominion
that Adam had and that which Christ has.

Adam was the first head ofthe hu  man race and
was given domini on over the whole earth (Gen.
1:26) and crowne d with glory and honor (Psa.

8:5-8 ). Butwhen Adamsinnedhe f orfeited

this dominion tothe devilwh o now isthe god
of this worl d (I'l Cor. 4:4; 1Jnb: 19).

The last head of the human race is the Lord

Jesus (Heb. 2:5- 8) and when He co nes He will
have not only th e dominion that A damlost  but
allaut horit y ashead of the human race( |
Cor.15: 23-24.

2. This difference can be seen in the fall of
man under Adam andthe red empti onof man in
Chris t. W hen Adam sinn edh e plun gedt he whol e
human racei ntosin (Rom 5: 12). As a
result of that sin, all that are in him die
physically because they died spiritually in
him. But as Adam’s disob edie nce b rought
conde mat i on upon all those inhi m so all
th osew ho are in Christa rem ade ali ve
th rough Hisri ghteousness (Rom5:5, 17-19).

3. This difference can be seen finally in the
sphere in which Adam exe rcise d domniona nd
thesph erei n whichChri stex erci ses
dominio n. Ad amwas made a Liv ing soul (Ge n.
2:7) andhisdo mnion was over a fleshly

creation. The new creatio n over which Chr i st
exercis esdo mni onisa spiri tualc reati on
@n. 3:3, 6).

B. This metaphor illustrates secondly the

transformation that takesp | ace whenone who

isinA damis placedin Chris t.

1. As far as the person in Adam is concerned we
find heisina hopele ssco nditi on. He is
spiri tuall yd ead orse paratedfr om God ( Eph.
2:2) Heis bli nded by thedevil( Il Cor.
4:3,4). He is controlled by the devil (Eph.



2:2,3) andunder a present state of
condemnation (Jn . 3:18,36; Rom. 6:23).

2. When apersonbe li eves in thelL ord Jesus Chri st
andis bornagai n heb ecomesa new creat ion (Il
Cor. 5:1 7). Thisinvolves thei npartation of a
divine nature (I'lPe t.1: 4)w hic his mani fe sted
inr ighteousness and hol i ness (Eph. 4:24).ltals o
means fr eedom fr om the bondageof sin( Rom 6:18)
andChrist being formed in the beli ever(Gal .
2:20;4: 19; Col. 1:27). In Chri st thereis no
condemnation(J n.3:18; Rom 8:1).

C. This metaphor illustrates thirdly the present
state and the future state ofth oseinCh rist.

1.This will involve our release from the sin

nature. Presently,w hileb elieversar enewcreations
inChrist, withan ew nature, we are still plagued with

the sin nature(Ro m 7:15-25G al.5 :17; I1J n. 18).
But when Christc omes believers will undergo a

gl ori ous change( | Cor.1 54 4-52; 1Jn. 3:8).

2.Th iswi |lin volveth et ransfornation ofo urp resent
bodie s. Presently our bodies are mortal or subject to

deathand cormupti  bleinthatthe y are experiencing t he
effects of ssnand it sc urse( Fom8 :222 3). Butw hen
Christ cones those inH imwill receive an ewbody whic h
iSi ncorruptible ,i mmotal, spiritualandfa shioned |k e
unt o the Lord JesusChr ist ( I Cor. 1553 , 54,

Phil.  3:20 , 21).

3. This will involve theen d ofou r earthly
pil gri mage and ourent rance intoh eaven and
occu pati ono f heavenly citzenship. Presently we
whoare inChri stare pilg rimsan ds trangersin
thiswor |dfuf illingthe posito nas
ambassad ors for Christ (I Pet.2: 11} Heb.13 : 14;
Il Cor. 5:20). But whenChristco nmes thosei n
Him will havet heheavenly = home He has prepared
for them and will take up residence inh eaven( Jn.

14:1-3;R ev.2 2:1-4).

IL.SOMEOFTHETHIN GSINVOLVEDINTHISR HATIONSHIPASBELIEV ERS

A. This relati onshi pi s basedu pon the resurrection of the
Lor d Jesus.

1.ltw ashby His resurrec tion that thelLord Jesus
became thel ast Adamand theh eadof thisne w
cre ati on whichis the Church.



3. Notice witho utHi s resurr ectio n the reisno
justifi catio n (Rom4:25). Thereisnova lue in
believing (ICo r.5 17) andweare yetino ursi ns.
Without His resur recton thereis  noresurecton

forusand no hopein  thislife ( | Cor 51819 ).But
because of His res urrection we have assurance of

all these thin gsand life everl asting (Rom.8:11; 1
Cor. 15:23).

B. This relationship involves passing from
death unto life (Jdn. 5:24).

C. This relationship involves peace with God by faith
in Christ (Fom 5:1).

D. Also involv edis the privile geof service(Ep h.2:10;
Rom. 6:14- 22) and thepo wert o pef ornfPhil. 4:1 3; Acts
1:8).

E.So nething els e invo | vedis assurance of
salva tionand confidence conceming judgment
(Jn. 3:36; Rom. 8:1).

F. Other things involved are the many promises

that Christ has given to us (Il Pet. 1:4).
G. Finally, in t his relationshi p o fbeingin Chr i st
there is the prospecto f whatth efu tureho | ds. Ve

anticip ateb eingc hanged (ICor . 15:52), raptured (
.LTh ess. 4:17), rewarded (I1Cor 5:10), receiving
anin herit ance (Rom.8:17), andre i gning with Chr I st
(Rev. 5:11; 20:4).

. SOMEOFT HE THINGS IMPLIED F OR US TO DO BAS ED UPON THIS
RELATIONSHIP

A.We shouldliv e our live s for the purp ose for whic h
wehave beenre deemed to glori fy Gadt o be to
thepr ais e of Hisgl ory (lcor.10:31;, Eph. 1:12).

B. Secondly, we should seek to win others to

Christ realizing the hopeless s t at e of all those in
Adam(l Cor.15 : 22; Rom. 6:2).

C. Thirdly, we should be thankful and show gratitude
to the Lord for whatw e havei n H mpre sentlya nd
what wewill have in the future b ecause of Him.



