"THE CORNERSTONE AND THE STONES"

. SOVE OF THE THI NGS | LLUSTRATED I N TH S METAPHOR OF
THE CHURCH

A. This metaph  or lllustrates, firstofall, the
uniqueness of the Churchas astru cture.

1.U nlk e any otherbu ildi ngt hec hurch isf igured
hereinas alivin g structu re.

a.A sf ara st he foundationi sc oncernedi ti s
notl aid uponanythin g onthi s eart hli ke
othe r bui ldi ngs butit is laidupo n ape rson
(IC or3 :10-11).

b.T hec ornerstoneo ft hisstructurei st he
primary st one,be causeitd etermines the
design ando verall symmetry.l t is unlike
anything in anye arthlyst  ructure.

This Cor ners t one whichis the Chief Oneis
absolute | yf lawless!a nd therefore nore
precioust han any other (IP et. 2: 6). This
onei s alsoel ect ort he One chosenby God.

¢. The buildin g s tonesin this st r ucture are
also unique b ecauseth eyareunlk e any
other - theyare belie vers whoare figured
hereas "liv ings tones'( | Pet.2:4.,5)

2. Unlik e any other buildingth e Churchis figur ed
herei n as being fitted together and growing
with all of it sv arious partsbei ng made upo f
unig uelydes igned and gift edi ndiv id uals who are
beli evers inthe Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 214 -
22).

B. This netap hor illu str ate s secondl yt he pla cement and
thepr ocess in the bull ding ofth eChurcha s a



st ructure.

1l.Int hisc onstr uctonw e noticef irstlyt hate ach
stonei s buill t upon the foundatio n who isth e Lord
Jesus Crist (ICo r.3: 1l)an d itiso ny as they
come untothi s Living Stone byfa ith thatth ey
becomea part of this structure( IP et. 2t4).

2.Seco ndly inth isconst ructi onwe seeas theselvi ng
stones wh char e bele vers arebr ought into a
rel ati onship with Cii st theyareat the same tine
i tlyfr aned toget her " andjoined inaunique
relationship with other  believers (Eph.2. 21;4: 16).

3.No ticenex t in thisc onstructionof the Churcht hat
itis in the proc essofg rowing.In thisre spect
thenwe see thate verytime someone comesto
Christ for salvati onthis  structurei s "being built
up" (1Pet 2:5; Bph.22 21).

C. Th i smetap horillus trat est hir dlyth e designan d the
purpo se inthe C hurch as a structure.

1. This structure ofth e Churchwhichisma deupo f
bel ievers int heLordJ esusi sd esignedt obea
"aholyt enplein thelLord” (Eph. 2:21). In
other words it i S setapartor di fferen t fr om
anyo therbui lding.In thi s respectthe n we
mayv i ewt heChurchnoto nlyasa bodyo f
believersb uta Isoasab uilding ofb elievers
(1C or.3:1 6-17).

2. The purpose t hen for this "hol y temple" made up
of believers is fort he "habitationofG od"o r
forHimtodwell there throughthe Spirit (Eph.
2:22) . Justlike the temple in the O.T. served
asa placef or Gd to communewit hHisp eople so
nowthe Church isthat pla ce.

1. SOVE OF THE THI NGS | NVOLVED I N TH S RELATI ONSHI P AS
BELI EVERS

A. This relat ionship involv esa ssurancean d rest for

every belie ver.J ustli ke everys tonere stsu pont he
fou ndatio ns oe veryb elieverr estsu pont hef inished
worko ft helL ord Jesus Christont he crosso fC al vary .



B, This Relat ionship als o speaks to us as to how we are
fit ted inthi s build ingwhich ist he Churcha nd how we
shouldbej oin ed to others.

1. Thewordfo rStones (I Pet.2:5) is theword
lit hos whichapp liest o one whichis workedor
shaped.A ndt his iswhatt helL ord doest oe acho f
usasHe places us inHisHolyTemde.H eh ewsa nd
shapesu st of it int he particul ar place Hewant s
us.

2. Inthisconstructionth enweS eewe are

"fr amead together" or join ed inr el ation shipto
othe rsi n the buil dng . The word jointorh armos
th on speakst o usof harmonyi nt hat

rel ati onship.

C. This rel ati onshipsp eakst o usof holinessino ur

ind ividual lives aswella si nt hel ifeofac hurch.
Justw hati si nvolved canbes eena littleinth et wo
words for temp | e.

1. The word hieron is used of the whole temple

and all of its outter parts. This is the word

which is used ofthe templei n Lukel8:10 wher e
the pha risee and the publ ican pra yed.

2.But the other word for temple which is naos is
used of the holy of hol ieswhe re Goddw elt and
metw ith Hs peoplet hrough the mnistr yof
the High Priest andth ea to ningb | ood. It was
this temple veil that was rent when Christ was
cruci fied and it isth iswordfo r te npl ewhich
isus edoft he church asth et enpl e of CGod.

This relationship demands a sanctified life bot h
for the ind ivi dual belie vera swellasf or the
whole building of belie vers w ho make up the
churc h (ICor .6:19,20; 3:16,17).

1.No tice that the wordt enmple in | Cor.6:191 s
In div i dual and refers to the beli ever
himself.

2. Thewordte nplei n 1Cor.3:!l 6,17r efers toth e
whol e bodyo f believ ers. Wat iss adhe re is
thi s. If amandefil es or literallyc orr uptsa
loc al church byl eadingita wayf romitsho |y
pur pose andpu rityi n whic hi t shouldab i de,
thenGodwilld estroyt hatm an.



E. This relationship points out to us the place and
ministry that the Holy Spirit has in this world.
God is dwelling in the heart s of believ ers and
doingHiswor Kk in and through themas they yield
the nsel vest o Hmand are consecratedfo r His
servi ce.

[11. SOVE OF THE THI NGS | MPLI ED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON
THI S RSI ATI GSSHI P.

A We should first of all see that God has placed us
in a unique plac e inthe church st ructure and th at He
has framed us together witho thers so that we shoul d
abi de i n har may.

B. V¢ should live h oly lives to fulfill the purpose for
which we were designed and thereby please the Lord.

C.We shouldw el come the additi on of believers i n God's
temple whichi s the Churchands eei t as at asky et
unconpl et ed and one He has called us to be
Involved in.



