"THE BR| DEGROOM & THE BRI DE"

.SOME OFTHE THINGSILLUST RATEDI N TH SMETAPHR OF T HE CHURCH

A. This metaphor illustrates first of all the kind of
love that the lord Jesus has for His Church.

1. The kind of love that the Lord Jesus has for His
bride, the Church,s etsfo rth a standard forlov e
bet ween amanan d his wife and should serve as a
pattern for every husband( Eph. 5:22,23).

Christ loved His Church with such an un-
selfish and sacr i ficial love that He even gave
Himself forh eri ndeatht hath er needsmi ght
bemet.

2.Th e kindof |oveth att helL ord Jesus has for Hi S
bride , the Churc h,looked beyond o ur faults andsa w
ourneed s ande ven whenwe wereu nl ovable He loved
usinor dertha t we mightbe lovab | e (Ro. 5:8- 10).
Someone has said that "love is bl i nd". This no
doubt meanswh enyou love someo ne you don't see
any imperfection s orfaults in th em that would
repel you desire s for them or alt er the way you
are attracted to them.

3. Th e kindof loveth att helL ordJesus has goe S

beyon d anything we can comprehend or understand

(Eph. 3:29). As far as human relationships we

seldom show any love tothose  whos hownolo veto
us.And usuallyt hemore other s showlov e tous,
them ore wel ove them. But thi S is not sowith
thel ove ofC hri st Fo r thisr easonwe coul d wel l
say- He loves us moretha n wecouldev erk now in

this life!

4.Th e kindof loveth att helL ordJesus has for Hi S
bride , th e Church,is_somethin g d emonstrated
daily in provi di ng for her needs ( Eph.5:29). Just
like the husband who loves his wife is concerned
for her welfare and provides for her needs, so
Christ nourishes and cherishes ev eryone who is a

part ofH isb ridet heChurch.

B. Th i s metap horillus trat ess econdlyt hewayt hat
belie vers, who nmake up the bride of Christ, ought to
respond to His | ove.

1. The bride or Chu r ch ought to resp ond to the love o f
Christ, first of all, with love to Him (I Jn.
4:19). This love ought to bed emmstra tedin
subjection toHi s wil | and obedi ence to"Hi s commands
(Eph.5:2  4).Just| i kethep roperr esponse



of awifeto al oving husband is subjection and
obedience to him , S0 should we re spond to our
loving Lord

2. Thebr ideor Church ought tore spond to
Christ’s love in a wayt hatb rings gloryt o Hm
Just like awoman is thegl ory (orsha ne) ofman( I
Cor. 11:7 )andsho ul dbe ab estowero fhonor upon
him,so every believera s apart ofthe Brideo f
Chris ts houl d besto w honor upon Himin the way
th ey conductt henselve s.

3. The brid e of Chri sto r belie vers, who nake up the

Churc h, ought to respond to Chris t'slove with
spiritu  alfi deli ty(IC or.11 :2). The word
"simdicit y"he re neans spread out and w t hout

fol ds or winkl es. This means just like al oving
wirei st obeabsolutelyf aithful toher husband in
denonstrating her loves o believers should be
whole heart edly devotedt o Christ all owingno

doubl i ng or roomforse cretl oves.

C.Th ismetaphori Il ustratesafu ture timeof festi vities anda
life of endless joy.

1 Inordert o seethi s we nust understan d the thre e stages of
marriage that was practiced inan or ental marriage.

a.Th ef ir stst age or betrothal actually initi ated the
marria ge.F romth is ti nme a bride was consi dered
le gal lymarried.l n thisdis posit i on she went
th rough a9mo nths period top rove herf ait hful ness
andco uld bepun is hed forun faithful ness org iven a
bi Il ofdi vorcement. Sh ec ouldal sobe conea w dow
durin g tstime

b.T hes econd st age inv ove d th e Bri degroo m coning for Hs
bride and taking her to their fut ure home. This
then involved their togetherness and actual
marriage relationship. Arriving at their future
home, the bride was presented to the groom.

c.F inallyt het hirds tageinv olve d amarria ges upper
or feastw hichco uldl astf ors everald aysa nd
afterwards thec ouplewenttot he bridal chamber.

2. Nowasw e |look atth e relati onshipof thebri deof
Chri st withinth iscontextwem  ay discern the
following thin gs:



a. Fir st al all weasbeli evers, whomake up the
bri de of Christ,arebe throthedt o Christ (11
Cor.11: 2) . Herea ndn owt heni st heti net oprove
ourf aithful ness Hm.

b. Secondly we see that the Brid egroom wil |

come for His bride and t his w ill invol ve
the ra pture oft he Chur ch and carrying her
to their f uture home i n heaven (I

Thess.4:13-18).

c. Thirdly Chri st will present His _bride  To
Himsel f and the Marriage s upper wll t ake
place justp ri or to the Second Coming of
Christ b ack to the eart h (Ep h.

5:26, 27;Rev. 19:7).Th e Mille nnia |
festivi  tiesw i llthen follow  whic h pro m se
a life of endl ess Joy and hap piness for

every bel i ever.

.S OMECFT HETHI NGS I NVOLVED | N THI SRELATIONSHIP AS BELIEV ERS

A.S ome ofw hat is inv olve d inthi s rela tion shipas
beli ever s whomake upthe brid e of Christc anbe seen
inthe O.T, typ e ofEve.

1.Noti ceEve wasformed outo f theside of Addamwhil e
hewas involvedi n amiraculous sleep (Gen. 2:21 -
22). So it iswit hthe brideofC hrist - shewas
fornmed asare sult oft heblo odwhi chflowed from
His side.

2We see inEve' s rel ati onship to Adam that he
rec ogni zed her being a living part or Himself

(Gen. 2:23).And so believers who make up the bride

of Christ are a living part of Him (Eph. 5:30-32).

B.More ofw hat isinvol vedi n thisrela tions hip can
beseen int he O.T. typeof Rebekah.

1.Rebekahwas ab ride sought ou tf orlsaac by Ab r aham
his

fathe r(Gen.2 4). Sothe bri deof Christ 1isc ale d out
by the father fo r His Son (Matt. 22:2).

2.Re bekahwas approach edby Abraham'sse rvantwho
didnot  "speak of himself” but of t he bridegroom
and gave his thi ngs to her.



He then typifies the Holy Spirit who spoke to us
of Chri stan d impartedt heth ingsof Him tous (Jn.
16:13-1 5).

3. Rebekah exercis edfa ith andfo Il owed the servant s
le adership to bringher tothebr idegro omwhom she
had n eversee n. Thisth en iswhat beli evers havedo ne
andlo ok forward to( I. Pet. 1:8).

4 Rebekah receiv ed a foretaste of the riches to co me
and this is what the brid e of Chr istha s receiv ed
(Gen.24: 22,30,47).

5.Rebekah’s journey involved more and more details

and more descr i ptiona boutthebr idegro omwhom she
wast o meet; so it iswithusas theHolySpirit
reveal st hingt ous( I.Cor.2 :9-13).

6. Finally, Rabekah heard the servant sav it is my

masterand shew as netb y |Isaac and joined tohim.
And soo ned ay we who make up the bride of Christ

will hear the Sp i rit's testimony of Christ and we

will go to meet Him (I Thess. 4:13-18).

C. Some other th i ngs involved in t his relationship as part of
the bride of Christcan bese eni n theal |egory ofthe
Song of  Solomon.

1.Here we see some expressions of the Bridegroom’s
love for His Bride(1:9,10; 2:2; 6:4-9; 7:6-9).

2.Here we see the responsive expressions of the
bride’s love (1:4,16;2:4,16).

3.Another thing we see here is the longing of the
Bride for the Bridegroom and her anxious
anticipation for his coming (2:17).

[ll. SOME OF THE THINGS IMPLIED FOR US TO DO BASED UPON
THIS RELATIONSHIP

A. We who make up the bride of Christ, which is
the church, first ofal Ir espond to Hsl ove
with al if eof subjection toHis wllan d
obedie ncet o H s com mands.



B. Seco ndly,we s houldu seth ist i mebetw eenb eing
betroth edto Chri st andmeetingHi mto prove
ourfi delity toHIim as Hs Brid e.

C.Andf inally, we should besteadfast inour
waiti ngfo rHis return.



