THE MATTER OF S PIRITUAL GROWTH

. THE OBLI GATION OF A CHRI STI AN CONCERNI NG SPI Rl TUAL
GROMH

A. Every believer becomes a spiritual "babe" in

Christ at the moment he is saved (I1C or.

3:1). Noone beconesa spiri tuallyma ture
Christian overnight but rather he must go

through a process of spiritual development (Eph.
4:11-15).

B. Every believer not only has the capacity for
spiritual growth but he also has an
obligation or duty to develop spiritually
(I Pet. 3:18) .

C. Notice also that every Christian is either making

progress in spiritual development or he is going

backward - there is no standing still. Failure to

develop spiritually is not only disobedience but such

disobedience is rebuked in the Scriptures because it

hinders andl| int st hebeliever’'s abilityf ors ervi ce
(Heb. 5:11-14 ).

1. THE OUTLINE OF SPI Rl TUAL GROAMH

A. Every believer needs to experience spiritual growth and
development in the area of the knowledge of God and
how He deals with us (Col. 1:10; Heb. 12:5-11).

B. Secondly every believer needs to grow spiritually
anddevelop inth e areaof GChuristianch aracter

(ITh ess. 3:12; IIT hess. 1:3; 1l Pet. 1:4-8 ).

C. Every believer needs to grow spiritually in the area
of his relationship to Christ and the relationship
between Him and proper service (J n. 3:3 0; Phil
1:21; I Ca. 5:14; Rev. 2:4).

D. Every believer needs to grow finally in the area
of discerning what is God's willan d then
fufi  Ilin g His wil | in one’s |lf e (Eph. 5:17;
Col. 1:9; He 13:21).

E. Notice failure on the part of a believer to grow in
these areas results in a bad testimony for the Lord



and egxcludes him from va riousar eas ofCh risti an
servi ce.

[11. THE OBJECTS OF SPI Rl TUAL GROMH

A. ltis the goal for every believer to become

increasingly more and morel iketh e LordJe susC hrist
inever y aspecto f one's lfe (I Cor. 3:18). He
iS our example for every situaio n and Hesets the

standard for our attitudes, actions, associations, and

affections (Heb. 12:3; Jn. 21:2 1,22; IPet. 2:21).
Hei st he measure of the perfect man and when we follow

His example we are away s doing the right thin g and
pleas ing God (Rom.829 ; Eph. 4:13).

B. Itis also the goal for every believer to develop
spiritually for the purpose of serving God to the
fullest extent of one’ s abilites (Eph. 4:13 -16;
Rom. 6:11-13; I Tim. 3:16).

C. Notice oftentimes folks misunderstand the purpose
for which they are saved. Believers are saved to

serve and it is through a life of servicet hatt he
Lordi sglorified (Eph. 2:10; | Cor.10:31; Jn.
15: 8).

V. THE OBTAI NI NG OF SPI RI TUAL GROMH

A. S piri tualgr owthi nvol ves certaint hing s whi ch
arev ery simi lar to naturalo r physic al grow h.

1. First of al | justas p hysi cal grow th req uires
regul arand pro pernour ishmentso doess piri tual
growt h. T he n ouri shment necessary for a believer
to grow is the Word of God (I Pet. 2: 2; Jn.
6:23; I Tim 3:16,17; Psa. 1:1-3).

2. N otic e secondlyas naturalgr owthd emands

exerc ise ini ts develo pmen sodo esspi ritu al

growt h. Spir itualexe rcis e is involve d inact s of
obedi ence tothe Wrd ofGod( | Jn. 2:5). Inother
words doi ngwhatGod says |leads to spir itual growth
and d evel opnent.

3. T hird lyj ustas resti s necessaryf orp hysi cal
growt h sodoe s spiritu alg rowth requireres t. Spi ritual
rest involvesa matter of appr opr i ating the pro ms es of
Godandr esti ng onthe sei n HmMR om. 1:17; 4:21; Heb.
10:23; Tius 1:2; Rom 8:28).



B. S pir tualgr owthi nvol ves a matter ofs ubmissi onto
autho rityandob edienc e toins truction whic h are
simil art o and necessaryf ora childto develop .
Just asa child nusts ubmit toth e auth orit y over
hima ndd o what heis instructed todo for devel op-
ment, so nustth e chil d of God be subje ctt o the
leade rshi p of theHo |y Spirit and obed entto God’s
Wod (Gal. 5:16; Heb 12:6-11 ; | Pet. 1:22).

C. N otic e si ncespiri tualgro whis pr edic ated in

much partby receivi ng then ourishmen of God’s
Word therearec erta in things whichwil | hastenou r
spiri  tualdev elo pment.

1. F irst , a believer can growsp iritua |ly through
hiso wnp erso nal Bible reading and devot i onal
tim e.

2. S econdly,a believ erc ang rowthrou gha Iif e of
faith fuln ess to chur ch servicesa ndS unday
sch ool.

3. A Dbeliever canals o growand develo p
spiri tual lyby fellow shippi ngwi th
spi rit uallymatureChri sti ans.

4. There are a host of other mediums involving
the Word of God such as Christian
literature, broadcasts, seminars and
Chris tianret reats .

THE OBSTACLES TO SPI Rl TUAL GROMH

A. No one is ever going to properly develop spiritually
who is not fa thful in churchs evices(ICo r. 4:2;
Ram 10:1 7; Heb. 10: 25).

B. Believers who neglect daily devotions will
also fail to grow spiritually.

C. Believers who do not submit to the leadership of the
Holy Spirit andobey Gad’'s Wordwil notgrow
Spiritually (Gal. 5:16).

D. Then believers who dono tr estu pon God’s promses
and |l earn totrus t Him in different situations will
not grow spiritually.



V.

THE OQUTCOVE OF SPI Rl TUAL GROMH

A. First of all God is glorified when a believer grows
up spiritually and yieldshisl fei n servicet oHIm

(Col. 1:10).

B. Secondly those who develop spiritually become qualified to
serve thelordin ways that immature Christians can ne ver serve
(Acts 6:1-6; | Qr. 6:4; Ga. 6:1; ITim 3:6).

C. Spiritual growth prevents carnality and many
personal, as well as, church problens I Gxr. 3:1-3)



