
       THE MATTER OF FRUIT-BEARING  

 

I.  THE PURPOSE WHICH GOD HAS FOR BELIEVERS 

A.  I t i s God’s  pur pose f or b eli evers to b r in g 
fo r th f r ui t i n the i r liv es f or H i s g l or y (Jn.  
15 : 1 6 ) .  

B.  The means by whi ch th i s p urp ose is f ulf i l l ed i s 
th e i ndwel l i ng H ol y Spi ri t w ho br i ngs t he 
bel i ever i nt o a sp ir i t ual u ni on wi t h Chr i st ( Rom. 
7 :4 ;  8 : 8 , 9 ) .  

II.  THE PROCESS INVOLVED IN BEARING FRUIT 

A.  Be i ng f r ui t fu l is a m att er of l iv i ng i n a w ay 
th at al l ows t he Lord J esus t o expr ess H i msel f 
in and t hr ough us w ho b el ong t o Him (Gal .  
2: 20;  Phil. 1 :21 ) .  

B.  I n or der t o be ar thi s ki nd o f fru i t the  bel i eve r must 
abide in  t he Lord as  illustrated in the parable of 
the vine and the branches (J n. 1 5 : 4 , 5 ) . This i s a 
matter o f stayi ng i n fellows hip wit h t he Lord and it 
involves several things:  

1.  First of all this relationship means 
surrendering ourselves to the Lordship of 
Christ and allowing Him to lead us ( Rom. 
12:1,2;  I J n. 5 : 3 ) .  

2.  Secondly this relationship involves sharing 
everything with the Lord in prayer and reading His 
Word to discern His will ( I C or . 1 : 9 ;  I t hess. 
5:17;  Phil. 4 : 6 ;  Col. 3 : 1 6 ;  Eph. 5 :10,17) .  

3.  Thirdly this relationship involves exercising 
faith in doing th e Lord ’ s wil l as He r eveal s i t unt o us 
(Ga l .  2:20;  Prov. 3 : 5 , 6 ;  

III.  THE PRODUCTS OF A FRUITFUL LIFE 

A.  If we are abiding in the Lord as we should be 

     then the Holy Spirit will produce the fruit 

 of Christian character in our lives   
(Gal. 5:22,23)  .  



B.  Secondly as we abide in the Lord and yield to the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit we will be led to 
produce the fruits of Christian conduct which is  
the fruit of rig hteousness (Rom. 6 : 2 1 , 2 2 ;  Phi l. 
1:11).  

C.  Thirdly in this relationship with the Lord 
the Holy Spirit will use us t o pr oduce th e 
fruit o f con vert s to Chr i st ( Rom. 1 : 1 3 ;  
Acts 8:29-35) .  

 
IV.  THE PRUNING WHICH GOD DOES WITH FRUITFUL AND 
UNFRUITFUL BELIEVERS 

A. G od pr unes f r ui tf ul be l i evers j ust l i ke a v i nedr ess er w oul d 
pru ne his vin es so the y wi ll pro duce more fr uit (Jn.  1 5 : 2 ) .   
Thi s involves t wo methods:  

1.  God s peaks t o us t hro ugh H is W or d and as w e 
re spond i n a f avor abl e manner we a ll ow Hi m t o 
re move t hat wh i ch is u ndesi r able a nd t hat whi ch 
obst r uct s t he pr oduct i on of Fr ui t (II Ti m. 
3 :16,17;  Psa. 119:  9-11;  Jn. 17 : 17).  

2.  I f w e f ai l t o he ed God’s  Wor d and re spond a s we 
shoul d t hen God wi ll c hast en u s i n ord er to c or r ect 
us a nd make us f rui t f ul ( Heb. 12 :6 , 1 1) .  

B.  God r emoves un fr ui t fu l b el ie vers who wi l l n ot 
re spond t o H is chast eni ng (Jn.  1 5 : 2 , 6 ) .  

1.  This removal could result in “sin unto death”  

    for believers wh o hat e t he Lord ’ s chaste ni ng 

and wi l l not be c orr ect ed by i t ( I J n. 5 :16 ; I Cor.    
11 : 30 ) .  

2.  Thi s r emoval coul d re sul t in a bel i ever b ei ng cast 
in t o th e f i r es o f af f l i ct i on a nd t ri al s w hi ch w i ll 
over t ake h i m and consume his life (Jn .  1 5 : 2 , 6 ;  
Ezek. 15:1 - 7).   This is what seems t o be in view in 
the parable of the vine and its br anches.  

 


