THE MATTER OF FRUIT-BEARING

THE PURPOSE VWH CH GOD HAS FOR BELI EVERS

A. Iti s God’s purposef orb eli everstob ring
forthf ruit intheiriv esf orHisglory (Jn.
15: 16).

B. Themeans by whichth ispurpose isf ulf illed is
thei ndwellingHoly Spiri tw ho brings the
believeri nto aspir itualu nion wth Grist( Rom
7:4; 8:8,9 ).

1. THE PROCESS | N\VOLVED | N BEARI NG FRUI T

A. Be ing fruitful isam att erof living inaw ay
that allows the LordJ esus to expressH inself
in and through us who belongt o Hm (Gal .
2:20; Phil 1:21).

B.l norder tobe arthi s kindof fru itthe believer mus
abidein the Lordas Iillustrated in the parable of
the vine and the branches (Jn.15:4,5). Thsi s a
mattero f stayi ngi n felons hipwit h thelLordandit
involves several things:

1. First of all this relationship means
surrendering ourselves to the Lordship of
Christ and allowing Him to lead us (Fom
12:1,2; IJ n 5:3).

2. Secondly this relationship involves sharing
everything with the Lord in prayer and reading His
Word to discern His will (ICor. 1: 9; | thess.
5:17; Phl. 4:6; Col 3:16; FEph 5:10,17).

3. Thirdly this relationship involves exercising
faith in doing the Lord’s W | as Hereweals it unto us
(Gal . 2:20; Prov. 3:5, 6;

[11. THE PRODUCTS OF A FRU TFUL LI FE
A. If we are abiding in the Lord as we should be

then the Holy Spirit will produce the fruit

of Christian character in our lives
(Gal. 5:22,23)



B. Secondly as we abide in the Lord and yield to the

leadership of the Holy Spirit we will be led to
produce the fruits of Christian

conduct which is
the fruit of rig hteousness (Rom. 6:21, 22; Phl
1:11).
C. Thirdly in this relationship with the Lord
the Holy Spirit will useus topr oduceth e
fruto f convert s toChr ist( Rom. 1:13;
Acts 8:29-35)

V.  THE PRUNI NG WHI CH GOD DOES W TH FRUI TFUL AND
UNFRUI TFUL BELI EVERS

A.G od prunes fruitf ulbe lieversj ust like avinedresserw oul d

pru ne hisvin es sothe y willpro ducemorefr ut (Jn. 15:2).
Thi s involvest wo nethods:

1. (Cods peakst o ust hroughHisW ord and aswe

respondi na favorablemannerwea I owHimto
re nove thatwh ich isu ndesirablea nd that which
obstructst he production of Fut (Il Tim
3:16,17; Psa. 119: 9-11; Jn 17:17).

2. Ifwe fail tohe ed God’'s Wrd andre sponda s we
shoul dt hen God willc hastenus in ordertoc orrect
usa nd makeus fru tful( Hb. 12:6, 11).

B. Codr enovesun fr uitfulb elie vers whowi | lIn ot

respondt oHis chastening (Jn. 15:2 , 6).
1. This removal could result in “sin unto death”

for believers wh o0 hate the Lord ' s chaste ni ng

and will notbec orrected byi t( 1IJ n5:16; 1 Cor.
11:30).

2. Thisr enoval couldre sultina bel i everb ei ng cast
intoth ef iresof afflictionandt ri al swhichwill
overtakeh i mand consumehsife (Jn. 15: 2, 6;

Ezek. 15:1 -7). Thisiswhat seemst o beinviewin
the parable of the vine and its br anches.



