
A LESSON ON AMBITION FROM THE LIFE 
OF SOLOMON 

                       (I King s 3: 3- 15)  

I NTRO: 

Let me be gin t hi s stu dy t hi s eveni ng wi t h a very 
per sonal a poi nt ed quest i on - "What 's your he art set  
upon"  

I s uppose if  we could ta ke a sur vey of what peopl e have t hei r 
hear ts se t upon havin g we would fi nd al l sort s of th in gs.   
Some young peopl e mig ht be musi ng 

"My he art is  set upon ha vin g a new car and 

bei ng abl e to cr ui se. . ." Some youn g adul t s m i ght be 

ponderin g -  

"My hear t is set upon havi ng a  good job and maki ng 

plen t y o f money. .. " Still ot her s mig ht be t hi nkin g -  

"My he art is  set upon ra i si ng my chi ldr en and see i ng t hem 

do wel l i n li f e. "  

Now th ere is  not hi ng i nhere ntly wr ong w i th wh at a  lo t of people 
hav e t hei r heart set upon. The only problem is th ei r ambitions 
are just not s pi r itual ambition s. They  may be praying about 
maki ng pl enty of money or pr ayi ng about ha vin g cer ta in th i ngs 
but th ese hav e no rea l af fi l iat i on with wh at plea ses t he Lor d.  

So many t hing s f or whi ch pe ople pr ay fa l ls un der 

James' de nunc i at io n - " Ye as k and ye hav e not 

bec ause ye ask amiss t hat ye might .. ."  

Notice in this  account before u s w e can and shou l d learn  a 
lesson on the r i ght kind of  ambi t i on. W hat i s t he r i ght 
ki nd. . . ? I t i s to d esi r e t he v er y t hi ngs t hat p l ease t he L or d.  

Wit h what the n are you occupied ? I s you r hear t set upon t hin gs^ 
tha t pl ease t he Lord?  



Notice...  

I .  THE UNI QUE OPPORTUNI TY WHI CH SOLOMON WAS GI VEN 

1.  Had a n opport unity t o a sk t he L or d.  What do  you 

supp ose most fol ks  woul d do wi th an opp ort uni t y 

lik e thi s. Some woul d a sk i f t hey cou l d win the 

lot t er y.. . a new car,  boat, or  hous e. Some m i ght 

wish for popul ar it y or fa me o r a b et te r job or an  

easier l i fe...  

   2. For anything he wanted.  The Psalmist recognized  

an important principle. "feed me with food convenient for 
me lest I be full and  deny Thee and say  Who is the  Lor d? Or 
lest I be poor and steal and take the name of my God i n vai n 
(P r ov. 30:8 , 9)  Appl ic ati on. What woul d you w ant t his e veni ng 
if yo u c oul d ha ve an yth i ng you wa nt ed? If s ome f olk s g ot 
what t hey wante d i t woul d ta ke th em away f r om God.  

II. THE UNSELFISH OCCUPATION WHICH SOLOMON DISPLAYED  

1.  Want ed a w i se hear t.  I ha ve o f te n sa id t he 

Bi ggest  pro blem t hat most people  have is self-
cente r edness. They ar e concerned ab out looking out for  
#1.  

2.  To b e abl e t o help ot hers .  We of t en si ng so ngs  

li ke,  " I   want a se r vant ' s heart "  but yo u can't have  a      
servant's heart without being occupied with the nee ds of 
ot her s.  

Appli cat io n-  I have alr eady asked y ou what w oul d yo u w ant i f 
you coul d have anyth i ng y ou wanted.  Now the next question  is 
would it be to help others or yourself?  



II I .  THE UNANTI CIP ATED OUTCOME OF SOLOMON'S R EQUEST 

1. W as gi ven much mor e th an h e asked f or .  Oft enti mes   
peopl e f ai l to s ee t hat  what they h ave is directly 
related to what they have given to others. The B i ble says 
that "t he li beral so ul sh all b e made fat"  

3.  Because w hat he de si r ed pl eased t he Lor d.  I k now a 
cer t ain  man th i s even who has very l ittle and I know the 
reason why. By hi s own testimony he  has never tithed and 
honor ed th e L or d w it h hi s financ es.  

 
Appl i cat i on. I b el ie ve if y ou ar e se lf i sh and d i shonor t he Lo r d 
you' l l go l ack i ng. But I  bel i eve i f a man wi l l c oncern hi msel f 
wi t h ho w h e ca n be a b l essi ng to o th er s G od w i l l bl ess t hat man 
and gi ve hi m an  abundance.  

CONCLUSI ON 

We can see t he g re at est ambi t i on i s to h ave o ur he ar ts set 
upon th e t hi ngs wh ic h please the Lo r d. We wo uld do wel l then t o 
ask ours elves w hat are the  things t hat pleas e the Lo rd ? The 
Scr i ptu r es g iv e yo u and me a n umber of t hin gs w hic h is sai d t o 
pl ease t he Lord.  

It pleases the Lord Jo believe in Him and trust Him in 
what He asks us to do (Heb.11:6)  

It pleases the Lord to share the gospel with others 
and try to win them to the Lord (I Cor.1:21)  

It pleases the Lord when we are occupied with Him in worship  

 and praise.  It pleases the Lord when we share with others who 
have various needs. (Heb. 13: 16)  

 


