A LESSON ON AMBITION FROM THE LIFE
OF SOLOMON
(I King s 3:3-15)

| NTRO:
Letmebe gin this study this evening with a very

per sonal a pointed question -"What's yourhe artset

upon"
Is upposeif we couldta ke a survey of what peopl e havet heir
heartsse t upon havin g we wouldfi nd all sort s ofth in gs.
Sone young peopl e might be rnusi ng

"My he artis set uponha vin g a new car and
bei ng abl e tocr uise..." Someyoung adul tsmi ghtbe
ponderin g -

"My heart isset upon havi nga good job and naki ng
plen tyo f maey. .. " Still ot hers mg ht be thinkin g -

"My he artis set uponra isingmy childr en andsee ing them

do well inl fe."
Nowth ereis not hing i nhere ntywr ongwithwh ata lot of people
have their heart set upon. The only problem is th ei r ambitions
are just not s pi r itual ambition s. They may be praying about
maki ngpl entyof noney or prayi ng aboutha vin g certain things
butth esehav e no real affi liat i on withwh at plea ses the Lord.

So many thing s for whichpe oplepr ay fallsun der

James'de nunciation- "Yeas k and ye have not

because ye ask amiss that ye might.. ."
Notice in this account before u swecanandshou Ildlearn a
lesson on the ri ghtkind of anbition.Whati st he right

kind...?l ti stod esiret hevery thingst hatp | easet hel ord.

Wit h whatthe n are you occupied ? I's your heart set upont hin gs®
that pleaset he Lord?



Notice...

THE UNIQUE OPPCRTUNITY WH CH SOLOMON WAS GI VEN

1. Hadan opport unity toa skt helL ord. Whatdo you
suppose nostfol ks would do withanopp ort unity
lik e thi s. Some woulda ski ft hey coul d winthe
lot tery.. . a new car, boat, or hous e. Some m i ght
wish for popularit y orfa neor abetter joboran

easier| i fe...

2. For anything he wanted. The Psalmist recognized

an important principle. "“feed me with food convenient for

me lest | be full and deny Thee andsay Whoisthe Lord?Or
lest | be poor and steal and take the name of my God in vain
(Prov.30:8,9) Applic ati on. What woul d youw antt hise vening
ifyo uc ouldha vean ything youwanted? Ifs ome folk sg ot

what they wante di t woul dta keth emaway from God.

II. THE UNSELFISH OCCUPATION WHICH SOLOMON DISPLAYED

1. Wated awise heart. lha veoftensa idt he

Bi ggest pro blem t hat most people have is self-
cente redness. They areconcernedab  outlooking out for
#1.

2. Tobe ablet o help others. Wof ten si ngso ngs

i ke, "I wantase rvant's heart " butyo u canthave a
servant's heart without being occupied with the nee ds of
ot her s.

Appli catio n- | have alr eady askedy ou whatw oul dyo uwant if

you coul d have anyth i ngy ouwanted.  Now the next question IS

would it be to help others or yourself?



I 1. THEUNANTI QP ATED OUTQOME OF SOLOMINS R EQUEST

1. Was given much maeth anh e asked for. Oftenti nes
people failtos ee that whattheyh aveisdirectly
related to what they have given to others. TheBible says
that"t heli beralso ulsh alb e mad: fat'

3. Becausew hat hede si red pl eased the Lord. Ik now a
certain manth is even whohasvery | ittle and I know the
reason why. Byhi s own testimony he has never tithed and
honoredth eL ordwit h his financ es.

Application. Ib elieveify ouar ese If ish anddishonor thelo rd
you'll gol acking. Butl believei f a man willc oncern hinsel f
withho wheca nbe ablessingtoo thersGodwill bless that man
and gi ve hi man abundance.

CONLUS ON

Wecan seet hegreatest anbitioni s toh aveo urhe arts set
uponth et hingswhic h pleasethelo rd.Wewo ulddo wellthent o
askours elvesw hat arethe thingst hatpleas ethelLo rd? The
Scripturesg iveyo u and nean unber oft hin gswhic his said to
pl ease the Lord.

It pleases the Lord Jo believe in Him and trust Him in
what He asks us to do (Heb.11:6)

It pleases the Lord to share the gospel with others
and try to win them to the Lord (I Cor.1:21)

It pleases the Lord when we are occupied with Him in worship

and praise. It pleases the Lord when we share with others who
have various needs. (Heb.13: 16)



