
A LESSON ON DELVING INTO THE SPIRIT WORLD 
FROM THE LIFE OF SAUL (I SAM. 28:1-19) 

If you wan t to me asure just ho w far people  have gotte n away 
from God in our day j ust t ake a  lo ok at t he pro mi nence of 
occul ti c p r act i ces on e ver y h and.  

One c an h ar dly t ur n on a TV s et t oday wi t hout b ein g 
bombard ed w i th a ds of t he p sychi c ne tw or k appeal in g to people t o 
cal l a  psychic t o fi nd an swer s and sol ut i ons f or the problems 
they have or to find directions for which way they ought to go 
and what things they should avoid at certain times.  

It i s somewhat amusi ng to  hear t he c l ai ms of  t he 
adver ti ser s: " We have aut hent i c psy chi cs w hi ch a r e s anct i oned by 
th e A mer i can A ssoci at i on o f Psychi cs . " Wh at th ey a r e saying i s 
"You can be sure that they are psychics of the devil."  

But m or e t han t hese, t her e a r e over 5, 000 dai l y ne wspaper s 
al l a cr oss o ur l and which carry a d aily horoscope reading for 
everyone to be advised of which way to go and what to  watch ou t 
for on a ny give n d ay. All you hav e t o do is j ust ma t ch the sig n 
of the zodia c w it h t he month i n whi ch you w ere b orn.  

If this is not enough to convince you of just how heathen 
the world around us is, th en c onsi der t he number of pa lmi st s and 
fo r t une- t el l er s al l who pur por t t o t el l o th er s what's in their  
future. Every l i t t le town has at l east one w ho has her shingle 
out with  the i nscr ip t io n Madam Hel oi se or M adam Ger t r ude.  

In t his p ar t ic ul ar st udy I w ant us t o see a l esson o n 
del vi ng i nt o t he spi r i t wor l d fr om t he l i fe o f S aul . Some s ee 
th ese t hi ngs whi ch I h ave m ent io ned as a jo ke, b ut m any have 
got t en so i nvol ved i n t hem t hat t hey have spent a  f ort une t ry i ng 
to f i nd a f ort une and n ow t hei r l i ves ar e l i t er all y co nt r ol le d 
by t he devi l t hr ough t hese v ar io us channels.  

Just wh at s houl d our a t ti t ude an d pr act i ce be c oncer ni ng 
th ese t hi ngs? Let' s now take a look  at what God's Word says on 
the subject and how Saul delved into the spirit world and got 
more than he bargained for.  

I. THE RESTRICTIONS WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN CONCERNING 
SPIRITISM (Deut. 18:9-12) 



1. G od has f or bi dden H i s peopl e f r om usi ng t he 
pr act ic es a ssoci at ed w i th divinatio n.  

Thi s pr act i ce was used in f or ete l l in g t he f ut ur e by ma gi cal 
means. I t usually involved  the in t r ails of a nimals or 
birds. T his was  t he guidin g force f or the Roman armies when 
they went to battle and it was the method employed by 
heat hen k i ngs l i ke Nebuchadnezzar . Ezeki el 21: 21 says "f or 
th e K in g o f Babylo n st ood a t t he p ar ti ng of t he wa y, at t he 
head of t he tw o wa ys , t o use d iv i nat io n; he m ade hi s arr ows 
br i ght, h e c onsult ed w i th i mages, he l ooked i n the l i ver . "  

Oft en an a ni mal ’ s li ver was c ut out and o bser ved f or 
fi ndi ng d i r ect i ons at critical time s. If it t urned a 
certain color t hen it was t aken t o b e a sign  for wh at lay 
ahead.  

 

Can y ou i magin e ho w pagan a nd ri di culo us th i s p r act i ce 
was? Ye t i t ' s no different than a  person today trying to 
tell someone's future by the way certain ca r ds i n a de ck 
may f al l o r ho w te a l eaves m ay al i gn t hemsel ves. I h ave 
known cer t ai n i ndi vi duals w ho us e th ese p ra ct i ces and 
bel i eved i t wa s th e way t o k now what l ay ahead f or t hem. 

 
2. G od has f or bi dden H i s peopl e f r om usi ng t he 
pr act ic es a ssoci at ed w i th a n obse r ver of t i mes.  
This practice employed the stars in the various 
constellations which make up t he so - cal l ed zodi ac. 
Pr esent - day ob serv er s o f t i me ar e th ose w ho l ook t o 
daily horoscopes which are based upon the movement of 
the stars in the zodiac.  

3. G od has f or bi dden H i s peopl e f r om usi ng t he p ra ct ic es 
associa t ed w it h an enchant er.  

An encha nter is  a person  who is u nder demoni c contr ol 
and uses  demoni c powers t o br i ng ot her s under demoni c 
contr ol by s pel l s an d omens or cu r ses. An enchanter c o-
insides with the present-day character of a witch.  

It's a shame but many folks think of a witch as 
Elizabeth Montgomery who used her magical powers in a 
hilarious manner to fix everything that went awry on the TV 
program "Bewitched." The truth is many people are under 



demonic co nt r ol and t hey use a ll s or ts o f t hi ngs t o in ci t e 
ot her s t o d o evi l.  

I knew a certain man who spent years gathering 
materials and information on t he wi t ch c ovens i n a 
par t i cul ar t own. I t was al ar mi ng t o li st en t o h i m speak of 
the number of people who were involved in witchcraft in the 
area and what all th ese pr act i ces in vol ved. T hi s man was 
hat ed by t hose w hom he ha d e xposed and h e di ed a n unti mel y 
deat h whi ch so me t hi nk wa s r el at ed t o hi s enemi es.  

 

 4. G od h as fo r bid den h is p eople f ro m usi ng t he pr acti ces   
associa t ed w it h a witch.  

A wi t ch i s a per son who uses i ncanta ti ons t o f or esee 
th e f ut ur e. Th e wo rd “ wit ch” m eans one w ho knows t hi ngs 
th at ar e g oi ng t o happen. A w i tc h wa s a coun t er f ei t 
pr ophet.  

 
5. God has for bi dden His people  f r om using  

the practices associated with a charm er. A 
cha r mer was o ne who u sed ma gica l and demoni c 
powers to wor k miracles. An illu st r ation of  
charmers is se en in  the wisemen  of Egypt wh o  
opposed Moses (E xodus 8-10).  

6. God has for bi dden His people  f r om using  
the practices associated with a  medium or  
consulter of f ami liar spirits.  Thi s practice  
involved commu ni cation with oth er s from the  
spirit world t hr ough demons. Th e medium then  
was the suppos ed link  between t he living  and 
the dead. But t he communication i nvolved the  
living with de mons.  

7. God has for bi dden His people  f r om using  
the practices associated with a  wi zar d A wiz ard 
is a  mal e wi t ch who employ ed magic al art s and 
inca ntat i ons  to f oresee future  events. The  
Bible  says "re gar d not them tha t h ave familiar  
spirits, neither seek after wizar ds to be  
defiled by them. " The Bible also says "and the  
soul that turn et h after such as  have familiar  
spirits, and a f t er wizards, to pl ay the  harlot  



after them, I wi l l even set my f ace against  
that soul and wi l l cut him off f r om among his  
people." (Lev.  19:31; 26)  

 8. Finally God h as forbidden his people from  
using the practi ces associated  wi t h a necr omancer .  
A n ecr omancer is one who ob t ain s i nf ormati on f rom 
the  depar t ed dead thr ough a dem on. I suppose i f 
the r e i s a not ed example in our da y it woul d be 
the movi e st ar  Shi rley Mc  Clan e.  She sup pose dly has 
been in  t ouc h wi th people of p r evi ous li ves" who 
rela t ed all kind s of i nfor mati on t o her t hro ugh a 
mental p r oce ss k nown as "c hannelin g. "  

 
Some may s uppose t hese p r act i ces have al l  but  ceased 

and t her e i s no need to beware of such  practices i n our day. 
But some of th e most renowned p eople in this wor l d today  are 
involved in th ese practices whi ch are  all associ at ed with  
demonic power s and con t rol.  

Severa l years ag o under Ronald Reagan's ad min i str ati on 
Nancy Reagan' s psychi c w ar ned h er t o c hange c er t ai n 
pl ans i n s cheduli ng f or  t he P r esid ent . T hi s b r ought 
about a t ablo i d in qui r y -  who's ru nning th e White 
House, th e Pr esi dent or his wif e's psychic.  

 
You' d be surp r is ed if yo u knew j us t how many peopl e 

loo k i n t he newspaper every day at their  horoscop e r eading. 
You'd be surpr i sed how_many are  i nvolved in witc hcr aft. You'd  
be surprised i f y ou knew how ma ny go  to palm rea der s and  
fortune-teller s o r how many con sul t with psychic s a nd demonic  
controlled peo pl e for direc t io n f or th eir li ves.  

Perhaps you  have been involved i n some  small way  
in one of thes e practices -  if so, you'd better get out 
before  you’re  mor e deeply invol ved and then  entrap ped. 

II. THE REASONS WHICH LED SAUL TO SEEK THE HELP OF A CERTAIN 
WITCH (I SAM. 28:3-6) 

1. Saul found hi mself in a frig ht ening situation  wi th 
the Philistine s c oming again st I sr ael ( 3- 5).  



We should note  t hat oftentimes  when people get  
involved  in wr ong things or fal l u nder evil inf l uences i t 
is  pre cip i tat ed by some f ri ghte nin g cir cumsta nces the y are 
in.  Many young  people who have ru n a way from  home have 
falle n under  t he evil  i nflu ence s of demonic  cont r ol l ed 
indiv i dua l s and cults beca use t hey found themselve s with 
no money or pl ace to sleep. The n a long came some  
wick ed p erso n who lure d th em i nto  a li fe of  pros t itu ti on 
or d r ugs or  crim e, or  t he devi l used some cul t to ens l ave 
the m.  

2. Saul couldn ' t get  any answer s t o his prayers ( 6) .  

We should note  t hat Saul did th e r ight thing to  
do when he was  i n trouble-he  sought the Lord in  
prayer, but he c ouldn't get any  answers.  Notice 
instead of cor r ecting things  in h i s life so that  God 
would hear  hi m and answer hi m he t ur ned a si de t o t hat 
whi ch God h ad f orb id den.  

As we woul d a ppl y thi s i n our o wn li ves we ne ed t o 
be on pra ying gr ounds wi t h Go d.  

The Bi ble giv es you a nd me a number of t hi ngs whi ch 
wil l hi nder o ur pr ayers.  

a. God won't a nswer our pr ayers i f there's   
unconfessed si n i n our liv es ( Psa. 66:18 ) .  

"If I re gard ini quity. . ."  

 
b. I f  we’ ve g ot  somethin g again st a bro t her 
(Mat t. 5:2 3,24 ) .  
 
c. If we're as ki ng for things w hi ch are not  
according to G od' s will  (I Jn.5 : 14).   

d.  I f w e don' t  have a pr oper  
r el at i onshi p wi th  our s pouse 
( I P et . 3 : 7) .   

 The t hi ng t o d o when w e c al l u pon t he L or d a nd g et 
no a nswer s i s t o exa min e our sel ves and corr ect t he pro ble m i n 
our li ves .                               



III.THE REQUEST WHICH SAUL MADE TO THE WOMAN WITH A 
FAMILIAR SPIRIT (11) 

 
Saul asked h er t o_br i ng u p Samuel .  When I t hin k o f t hi s 
re quest I  am re mi nded of  Bis hop Pi ke_some year s ago who 
sought  t o communi cate  with   his d eparted son  throug h a ll 
kinds of seances. There's  no tel l i ng how much mon ey he  
spent trying t o s peak with his son and hear i ng the voice 
of s ome demon.  

IV. THE REVELATION WHICH SHOCKED BOTH THE WOMAN AS WELL 
AS SAUL (12-19) 

1. The woman e xpected the demon  t o appear and  
give her the n eeded info r mat io n re gard i ng Sa muel 
but Go d br ought Samuel back (12 ) .  Notic e t his 
woman had a  f ami li ar spi r it ,  she wa s i n c l ose 
r el at i on t o a  demon. When Samue l a ppeared rather  
than the demon  i t gave her a sh ocking revelation.  

2. Saul may ha ve expected  Samuel t o give him som e 
directions tha t w ould help him bu t he go t a sho cki ng 
rev ela t io n -  t omor row he an d hi s son would di e!  

As w e woul d ap pl y a poi nt h er e,  people  who get a way fr om 

      t he L ord o ft en seek he l p f rom oth ers to no  ava il .  

How many t i me do peopl e come t o a pr eacher want i ng 
hi m t o sanct io n somet hin g which is wron g and t hey ge t mad 
at him wh en t hey ought t o be get ti ng rig ht w i th G od.   

Warning! Consu l t i ng with those i nvolved in  
spiritism coul d g ive you  more t han you ar e able to 
handle.  

CONCLUSION 
 

Someone w i l l no do ubt a sk , " what a bout t he Psychic s  who 
wor k wi t h t he poli ce agencies to  fi nd criminals an d h elp out in  
these ways? Of t en they are able  t o give clues  whi ch h ave l ed 
t o t he appr ehensi on o f c er t ai n o ff ender s. D oesn' t t hi s p r ove 
t hat t hese p eople c an b e t r ust ed and f ol l owed f or advi ce? The 
Bi bl e i ndi cat es t hat t he d emons who c ont r ol p eopl e or 



i nf l uence p eopl e do i ndeed k now ce r t ai n t hi ngs b ut t hei r 
knowl edge i s of te n di stor t ed.  

This incident i n the  life of Sa ul shows  us that he was  
disobedient  to G od in  seekin g th e h elp of a  medi um who wa s 
invo l ved in  t he sp irit wor l d.  

 
When he f ound hi mself in a  situ ati on where hi s pr ayers  

wer e not bein g heard and God had de par t ed f r om hi m, he s houl d 
have g ot t en some t hi ngs cor r ect ed i n h i s l i f e.  

Notice what Dt.18:12 says: They are an abomination unto 
the Lord. An abomination is som et hing that God h at es. Notice  
also delving i nt o the spirit wo r l d and consu l ti ng wi th demons 
was on e of th e wic ked th i ngs fo r whi ch t he Lo r d d est ro yed th e 
Canaani t es.  

Per haps you'r e i n some si tu atio n simila r t o Saul-  you hav e 
got t en so tha t your p r ayers are no t hear d and you ne ed to 
cor r ect some t hi ngs.  

 


