A LESSON ON DELVI NG I NTO THE SPIRI T WORLD
FROM THE LI FE OF SAUL (I SAM 28:1-19)

Ifyouwan t tome asure justho w far people have gotte n away
from God in our day justt ake a look att he promnence of
occulti cpractices one veryh and.

Orec anh ardlyt urn on a TVset today w thoutb ein g
bonbard edwitha ds oft hep sychi cne twork appeal in gto peoplet o
calla psychict o fi ndan swers and sol uti onsf or the problems
they have or to find directions for which way they ought to go
and what things they should avoid at certain times.

It is somewhat anusing to hear the c lains of t he
adverti sers. "Wehave authentic psychicswhichares anctioned by
the Amaican Associ ationo f Psychics."Whatth eyaresayingi s

"You can be sure that they are psychics of the devil."

Butm ore than these,t hereare over 5, 000 dailyne wspapers

al la crosso url andwhichcarryad aily horoscope reading for
everyone to be advised of which way to go and whatto watchou t
forona nygive nd ay.All youhav et odois justma tch thesig n

ofthe zodia cwit h the nonthi n which youwereb ormn.

If this is not enough to convince you of just how heathen
the world around us is, th enc onsi der the nunber ofpa Imists and
fortune-tellersal | who purport to tello thers what'sin their
future. Everyl ittletown hasat |eastonew hohas her shingle
out with the inscrip tio nMadamHel oi seorM adam Gert r ude.

Int hisp artic ular study Iw ant us to see al essonon
delvingi nto the spirit worldfr omthel ifeo fS aul. Sonmes ee
th ese things which Ih avementio ned asajo ke,b utm any have
gotten soi nvolved int hemt hat they have spenta fort unet rying
tof indaf ort une andn owt heir lives are literall yco ntrolled
byt he devil throught hesev ario us channels.

Justwh ats hould oura tti tudean dpr actice bec oncerni ng
th ese things? Let s now take alook at what God's Word says on
the subject and how Saul delved into the spirit world and got
more than he bargained for.

| . THE RESTRI CTI ONS WHI CH GOD HAS G VEN CONCERNI NG
SPI R TI SM (Deut. 18:9-12)



1.G od hasf orbiddenHis people fromusing the
practic esa ssociatedwith divinatio n.
Thispr actice was usedinf oretelling the future bymagi cal

mens. |t usually involved thein trailsofa nimals or
birds. T hiswas theguidin g forcef or the Roman armieswhen
they went to battle and it was the method employed by

heat henk i ngs |i ke Nebuchadnezzar. Ezekiel 21:21 says "f or
theKingof Babylon stoodatt hep arti ngoft heway, at the
headoft hetw oways,t o usedivinatio njhem ade his arr ows
brightth ec onsult edwithi mages,he |ookedi n the Iliver."

Often ananimd’s li ver wasc ut out ando bserved for
fi ndingdirections at criticaltime s. Ifit tumned a
certain  colort hen itwas takent ob easign forwh at lay
ahead.

Cany oui magin eho w pagana ndri diculousth ispractice
was? Yeti t's no differentthana person today trying to
tell someone's future by the way certain ca rdsi n ade ck
mayf allo rho wte a | eavesmay align thenselves. Ih ave
known certain indivi dualsw hous eth esepractices and
believedi twa sth e way tok nowwhat |ay aheadf or them.

2.G od hasf orbiddenHis people fromusing the
practic esa ssociatedwitha n observer of tines.

This practice employed the stars in the various

constellations which make upt heso -called zodi ac.
Present -dayob serversof tinear eth osewhol ook to
daily horoscopes which are based upon the movement of

the stars in the zodiac.

3.G od hasf orbiddenHis people fromusing thepractic es
associa tedwit han enchant er.

An encha nteris aperson whoisu nderdemoni c contr ol
anduses demoni c powerst o bring others under denonic
contr olbys pellsan d omens orcu rses. Anenchanterc o-
insides with the present-day character of a witch.

It's a shame but many folks think of a witch as
Elizabeth Montgomery who used her magical powers in a
hilarious manner to fix everything that went awry on the TV
program "Bewitched." The truth is many people are under



demonicco ntrol and they usealls ortso f things toin cite
others tod o evil.

| knew a certain man who spent years gathering
materials and information ont hewi tchc ovensi n a
particular tom. It was alarmngt o li sten tohimspeak of
the number of people who were involved in witchcraft in the
area and what all th ese practicesin volved. T his man was
hat ed byt hosew homheha de xposed andh e dieda n unti mdy
death whichso ne thinkwasr elated to his enem es.

4.G odh asfo rbid denhisp eoplef romusingt hepr acti ces
associa tedwit h a witch.

Awtchi sa person who usesi ncantati ons tof oresee
thef uture.Th eword” wt ch’m eans onew ho knows thi ngs
thatar eg oingt o happen.Aw itc hwas a counterfeit
pr ophet.

5. God has for bi dden His people f r om using

the practices associated with a charmer. A
charma waso ne whou sedmagica | and denonic
powerstowor k miracles. Anillu st r ation of

charmers is se enin thewisemen of Egyptwh o
opposed Moses (E  xodus 8-10).

6. God has for bi dden His people f r om using

the practices associated with a medium or
consulter of f am liar spirits. Thi s practice
involved commu  ni cation with oth ers fromthe
spirit world t hr ough demons. Th e medium then
was the suppos edlink  betweent he living and
the dead. But t he communicationi  nvolved the
living with de nons.

7. God has for bi dden His people f r om using

the practices associated with a wi zar d Awiz ard
isa male witch whoemploy edmagic al art s and
inca ntat i ons to f oresee future events. The

Bible says"re gardnotthem tha th ave familiar
spirits, neither seek after wizar ds to be

defiled by them. " The Bible also says "and the
soul that turn et h after such as have familiar

spirits, and a f t er wizards, to pl ay the harlot



after them, | wi | | even set my f ace against

that soul and wi | | cut him off f r om among his
people.” (Lev. 19:31; 26)
8. Finally God h as forbidden his people from
using the practi ces associated withanecr omancer.
Anecromanceris one whoob tain s i nformati on from
the departed dead thr ough ademon. | suppose if

there is a noted exampleinourda y it would be

the novi e star ShirleyMc Jan e. She supposedly has
beenin touch with people ofp revi ousli ves"who
rela ted all kind s ofi nfor mati ont o her through a
mentalp rocessk nown as "c hannelin g."

Sone may s uppose thesep ractices have all but ceased

andt here is no needto beware of such  practices i n our day.
But some of th emostrenownedp eople in this wor | dtoday are
involved in th ese practices whi chare allassoci at ed with

demonic powers and cont rol.

Several yearsag o under Ronald Reagan'sad ninistr ati on
Nancy Reagan' s psychicwarnedh er toc hangec ertain

pl ansi ns cheduli ng for thePresid ent.T hisb rought
about a tabloid inquiry - whosru nningth e Wite
House,th e Presi dent or hiswif e's psychic.

You' d be surpris ed ifyo u knew just howmany peopl e

loo k i n thenewspaper every day at their horoscop er eading.
You'd be surpr i sed how_many are i nvolved in witc hcr aft. You'd
be surprised i fy ouknewhowma nygo topalmrea dersand
fortune-teller s 0 rhow many con sul twith psychic s a nd demonic
controlled peo ple fordirec tion for theirli ves.

Perhapsyou have been involved i nsome small way
in one of thes e practices - if so, youd better get out
before you're nor e deeply invol ved andthen entrap ped.

|1. THE REASONS WH CH LED SAUL TO SEEK THE HELP OF A CERTAI N
WTCH (I SAM 28: 3-6)

1. Saul found hi nrself in a frig ht ening situation wi th
the Philistine sc omingagain st Israel (3-5).



We should note t hat oftentimes when people get
involved  inwr ong things or fal lu nder evil inf |uences it
is precipitat ed by sone fri ghte nin g cir cunsta nces they are
in. Manyyoung peoplewho haveru na wayfrom home have
fale n under the evil influ ences of demonic controlled
indiv iduals and cults because they foundthemselve s with
nomoneyorpl  ace tosleep. The n a long came some
wick edp erson who lure d theminto a li feof prostitu ti on
ord rugsor crime, or the devil used some cult toens |ave
the m

2. Saul couldn "tget anyanswer st o his prayers (6).

We should note t hat Saul did th er ightthing to

dowhenhewas in trouble-he soughtthe Lord in
prayer, but he ¢ ouldn't get any answers. Notice
instead of cor r ecting things inh is life sothat God

would hear hi mand answer himhe turneda si det o that
whi ch Godh ad forbid den.

As we wouldapply thi s in ouro wn li veswene edt o
be on prayinggr ounds withGod.

The Bi blegiv es youand ne a nunber of thi ngswhi ch
wil | hindero ur prayers.

a. God won'ta nswerourpr ayersi f there's
unconfessedsi ni n ourliv es( Psa. 66:18).

“If | regardini quity. .."
b. If we’veg ot somethin g again st a brother
(Matt. 5:23,24).

c. Ifwe're as ki ng for things w hi ch are not
according to G od' swill (1In5 :14).

d. Ifw e don't have a proper
rel ati onship with ours pouse
(1P et.3 :7).

Thet hingt od o whenwec allu pon theL orda ndg et

noa nswersi st o examn e oursel ves and corr ect thepro ble min

ourli

VES.



|11. THE REQUEST WA CH SAUL MADE TO THE WOVAN W TH A
FAMLIAR SPIR T (11)

Saul askedh er to bringup Sanuel . Wen It hinko f this

re questl amre mnded of Bis hop Pi ke _some years ago who
sought to commui cate with hisd epartedson  throug hall
kinds of seances. There's notel |inghowmuchmon ey he
spent trying t 0 s peak with his son and hear i ngthe voice
ofs ome demm.

| V. THE REVELATI ON WA CH SHOCKED BOTH THE WOVAN AS VELL
AS SAUL (12-19)

1. Thewomane xpectedthe demon t o appear and

give herthe n eededinfo rmdaio n re gard i ng Sa nuel
butGo d brought Samud back(12 ). Noatic e this
wonan hada famili ar spirit , shewas inc |ose
relation toa denon. When Samue |a ppeared rather
than the demon it gaveherash ocking revelation.

2.Saulmayha veexpected Samudt ogivehimsom e
directions tha tw ould help him bu t hegot asho cki ng
revelation - tomorrowhean d his son woulddi e!

Aswe wouldap ply a pointh ere, people who geta wayfr om
theL ordo ft en seekhe I p fromoth erstono avail .

Howmanyt i me do peopl e conet o apr eacher wanting
hi mt o sanctio n somet hin g whichis won g and theyge t mad
at himwh ent hey ought to be getti ng rg htw i thG od.

Warning! Consu | ti ng with those I nvolved in
spiritism coul dgiveyou moret han you are ableto
handle.

QONCLUS| ON

Soneonewill nodo ubta sk,” whata boutt he Psychic s who
warkwi tht he poli ce agenciesto fi nd criminals an d h elp outin
these ways? Of ten they are able t o give clues whi chh avel ed
to the apprehensi ono fc ertaino ff enders.D oesn't thisp rove
thatt hesep eoplec anbet rusted andf ol |l onedf or advice? The
Bi bl ei ndicates thatt hed enons whoc ontrolp eople or



influencep eople doi ndeedk nowcertain thingsb ut their
know edgei s of te ndi stor ted.

This incident i nthe life of Sa ulshows wusthat hewas
disobedient toG odin seekin g thehelp ofa medumwhowas
invo | vedin the spiritwor | d.

When he found hi mslfina situ ati on wherehi s prayers
were not bein g heard and God hadde partedf romhim hes hould
have g otten sone things corrected inhisl ife.

Notice what Dt.18:12 says: They are an abomination unto
the Lord. An abo mination is som et hing that God h at es. Notice
also delving i nt o the spirit wo rid andconsu |ti ng with denons
wason e of the wic kedth ings for which theLo rdd estroyedth e
Canaani t es.

Perhaps your e in some situatio n simila r to Saul- you have
gotten so that yourp rayersareno t heard andyoune ed to
cor rect some t hi ngs.



