A LESSON ON USING WHAT WE HAVE
FROM THE LIFE OF MOSES
(EXODUS 3:1-6:30)

What can you dofor God? Y oumay be guilty of comparing yoursdf with ahersand
what they can do and when compared to ahers youmay fed li ke thereislittl e or nahing you
can do.

Some may take apersond inventory andsay, "I have no musicd abilities. | cantsing or
play any kind d ingrument." Others may say, "'l can't stand lefore othersto tead or do anything
likethat. When | try to stand before others | get so nervous 1 dan't know wherel am.”

So what can you dothen for God? Up to this paint youmay have been thinking about
what others can do that you can't do.

Noticejust becaise you can't do what some others can do daesn't mean that you can't do
anything for God. God hes given everyone of usunique ailiti esandif you're saved you have a
least one spiritud gift.

| have often said,” 1 believe God can and will use anyonewhoiswilli ng to be used.”
Thisevening | want usto consider "A lesson on @ng what we have from thelife of Mosss"

Thisisthe chdlenging question we need to answer. Are we using what we have for
God?

l. WHAT MOSESWASCALLE D UPON TO DO ON THISOCCASION
(Exodus 3:1-10)

Moseswas cdled by the Lord to kring the children of Israd out of their Egyptian
bondge (3:10).

God hed seen the way the Egyptians had &ffli cted His people. He knew their sorrows
and reard thar cries andwas now come down to ddiver them. Notice hereisavery important
principle - God wses peopleto cary out Hiswill just asthe devil uses peopeto cary ou his will.
From this principle we may concludethat youand | will ether be used of God a well beused
of the devil.

Since God uses men to do Hisbidding, he gppeaed to the man Maosesin amiraalous
way and spoke to him from abush which buned bu was nat consumed. God call ed upon Moses
to be a instrument of blessng through which God would do marvel ous things and thereby
manifest His glory to men.



Someone has sad, "Godwill never cdl usto doanything that Hewill nat giveusthe graceto
cary it out.” Thistruth was catainly demonstrated in thelife of Joshuawhen God cdled upon
him to leal the dhildren dof Isradl into the promised land... He was cdl ed upon to march arourd
the ity of Jericho...

Thistruth of Gods cdlingisadso demondrated in thelife of Gideon. God called upon
Gideon to dHiver the Isradit esfrom the oppression which they suffered from the Midianites.
What God cdled upon Im to do,God gave the grace and the strength for him to doand to make
surethat God was glorified and not men, He used only 300men in the face of overwheiming
odds.

Truly, "God hed chasen the wedk things of the world to confound the things which
aremighty.” (1 Cor. 1:27)

Noticejust as God cdled uponMosesto cary out Hiswill concerning aparticular thing,
Hehas cdled uponeach o usto docertain thingsaswell in His srvice. Thequestionagainis
this- "Are we using wha we havefor God. Now let's seehow Moses responckd to what God
hed cdled him to da Notice..

II. WHAT MOSES CONTRIVED IN RESPONSE TO GOD'SCALLING

Moses came up with ore excuse dter another why he wudn't do what God hed cdl ed
upon hm to do(Exodws 3:11,13 4:1,10,136:12,3)).

| supposeif any man tried to get out of what God hed cdled him to do, Moses surdly did
just that. Every step of the way Moses made excusesto the Lord why he coudnt dowha God
hed cdled him to do.

A. Thefirgt excuse he made was that he was anobaly to be sent before Pharaoh (Ex.
3:11). "Whoam | that | should go before Pharaoh?”

The Lord met this excuse that Moses made by promising to be with him
when he stood tefore Pharaoh (Ex.3:12). Notice this is the same assurance we can
have when we go abott to carry out God'swill.

When God cdls upon wsto go ou and withess we can be assured that He is

with us. Thisiswhat He promised in Matthew 28:19,20. And this is what we can e
asured of anytimewe ae arrying out Godswill.

B. Then Moses came up with asecond excuse (Ex. 313). Mosessad, "What



am | going to say when | tell the Israditesthe God of their fathers has sent me
andthey asked mewho Heis?' Moseswas sying in esence, "What prodf can |
present that the God of the Isradit es has sent me?”

Noticethe Lord answering this mnd excuse by identifying Himsdf asthe ever-
exiging and ever-present God who hes cometo fulfill His promiseto Abraham's
descendants (Ex. 314,15).Y ouand | may tendto think we ae forgotten about
becaise of our circumstances but Godisfully awvare of what confrontsusand
Godwill fulfill Hispromisesto ws.

C. Moses didn't stop there! Notice he had another excuse why he couldnt do what God
hed cdled him to do (Ex.4:1). Mosessad, "The I sraelit es will not believe that
God heth sent me." In ather words, "How am 1 going to proveto them that God
heth gppeared to me and call ed meto dothisthing?”

Tothis excuse God gave Moses the power to perform certain sgnsusing
the rodwhich he held, his hand, and the water which he would take from theriver.
These sgnswoud authenticate his cdli ng (Ex. 4:2-9).

D. Noticethisstill wasn't enough for Moses. He then made afourth excuse -"1 am not
doquent” (Ex. 4:10). In ather words, "1 can't say the thingsthat need to be said.”

To thisexcuse God said Hewasthe onewho hed made man's mouth and he
woud tell himwhat to say (Ex. 411,12).

E. If that wasn't enough Moses stil| made another excuse (Ex. 413). Hesad in
essence "'l can't go dawvn there done, could you send someone eseto gowith
me?"

Tothisexcuse God appdnted Moses brather Aaronto gowith him andto behis
spokesman.

F. Notice eren when Maoses went down to Egypt as God hed commended him, he ill
made excuseswhen hewas nat readily accepted by the Isradites (Ex. 6:12,30).

So what of excuses? God ddn't accept any of the excuses that M oses came up with.
Surdy this ought to be somethingfor usto consider in light of God's cdli ng! | dorit believe
God buys most of the excusesthat peopletry to pedde.

. WHAT MOSESCAME TO REALIZE THROUGH PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE



Moses cameto redizethat it'sthe Lord's presence and paver that makesthe differencein
aperson’slife and bringsthe victory.

Someone has sid, "Moses spent 40 yeas leaning that he was somebody, then 40years
leaning that he was anobody, and then 40 yeasleaning that God is everything."

David had leaned thistruth. When he went out againgt the Phili stine giant
Goliath hesad,
"Thoucomest to mewith sword and spear, andwith ashield: but 1 cometo
theeinthe nameof the Lord o hogts, the God d the armiesof Israd,
whaom thou has defied.

Andal this assembly shdl know that the Lord saveth not with sword and
spea, for the battleisthe Lords, and He will give youinto ou hand' (I
Sam. 17:4547).

Thistruth iswhat we neal to lean - the battleisthe Lord'sl The success of the
minidry isthe Lord's. Thevictory over our enemiesisthe Lord's

Charles Spurgeon, the gred preadier of the past, Sated it in this way when
criticized asayourg preader. He sad, "it's not the aye of the trumpet that makesthe
difference, it's the one blowing throughiit."

| supposeif thereisalesson weneed to leanit'sthis truth. It'snat our abilities,
or our taents, it'snot our giftsor plans, it's God wsng thasewhoarewil ling to beused
by Him and going about to dowhat Hecdl s usto do

The gory istold when W.A. Criswell wasfirgt cdled tothe ministry in Dal as his father
overhead some of the men casting reflection uppn hisyourng sonand keing skepticd asto hav
he @mud ever follow the ministry of the great George Truett. His father came to the defense of
his son and spoke up saying, "1 want you brethren to know that the same spirit that worked so
mightily through George Truett is going to work throughmy son.”

V. WHAT MOSES CONSENTED TO DO WHEN GOD HAD ANSWERED
AND REJECTED ALL HISEXCUSES (EX. 4:20)

Moses consented to dowhat God had cdled him to da

Consenting to do Godswill oftentimesinvolves much morethanit did for Moses. Moses
made excuses but when God answered these he obeyed. Noticeit took much more for Jonsh when
God cdled him to go to Nineveh. Just what isthe lesson herefor usto learn from thelife of
Moses? 1 bdieveit can be seenin the questionwhich God asks of Mosesin Ex. 4:2. What isin
thine hand’






