A LESSON ON BACKSLIDING FROM
THE LIFEOFLOT (13:10-13; 19:1-23)

How intheworld have some people gotten out of church and so involved inthe sinful
things of thisworld? The answer to this question isthis - they have backdidden an God. They
cameto aparticular placein their life where they began to seek their own way rather than God's
way. From then onit wasjust one downward step after anather.

Let me say that abackdidden condtion dbesn't hgppen ower night. A person daesn't just
stop attending church, or up and run off with someone elsgs husband or wife, it istheresult of a
gradud processin which a person makes one sinful concesson after anather.

Then pretty soonthey have gotten themsdvesin an avful mess and there ae
aways consequencesto pay for alifeof sn.

Now | want youto look at aleson onbackdiding from what seemed to start out as
inggnificent matter ended upin adisgraceful disaster.

|. THE POINT WHERE LOT BEGAN TOBACKS.IDE ON GOD
Lot began to backdi de on Godwhen hemade achacethat left God out of hislife.

So many times people get so invaved in their own persond pursuitsthat they beginto
follow their own desires without seeking the Lord'swill for their lives. The Bible says
"the badkdider in heat shdl befilled with hisown ways' (Prov. 14:14)

| once knew a young man who had agood job a abank and was climbing the ladder of
success When he had been promoted severd times he was offered a higher pasitionin ancther
part of the courtry. This move meant more money and more status. And without any
condderation for a drch ar the will of God he upped and moved with hiswife andtwo kids.
After the move there was more money and anew circle of friends but they never got locaedina
goodBible-preaching church. When they woud come home and were asked about church they
woud reply bv saving "were il visting arourd and haven't made up ou mindsyet." This
pradice ontinued for ayear or so and then the problems began. Whil e the family had more
money, abigger home, and car things began to fal apart. It was only amétter of timethen before
the @uple separated and the family was destroyed through dvorce.

Aswewoud apply thiswe neal to include the Lord in every thing we do. It doesn't matter
whether it's consdering amove or changing ocaupetions or filling up aday with customary
duties. When aperson fail sto dothis heis headed for troulde]

1. THE PATH WHERE BACKSLIDING LED LOT

Baddiding led Lot from onesinto anather andthispracticeled hm frombad to
worse.



Thisisthe mursetha David's $nled hm. When he had committed adultery it
didn't gop there. One sin led to another sn and what started out asalustful ad ended Yo
inthemurder of aloyd soldier andsarvat.

Thisprincipleis smething peopdefal to see- youcan't lus Snalittleand sop
snning. Sinwhichisnat dedt with smply leadsto more sin. Sinis addictive and
adwayslealsto anaher sn whichisusualy worse.

Oftentimes peodeimaginethey’rein cortral of the stuaionandthey
imagine"| can put the brakeson a anytime." But goandask the drug addict or
the dcohalic. Go ask thosewho trafficin pornagrgphy. Go ask the prodtitute
who darted aut to have agoodtimewith alooselifestyle. Go ask the gambler
who beganto day afew hands of poker for thefun d it but now haslost a
fortune. Sin begets sn. Would to Godwe might lean this smpleleson.

HI. THE PRICE THAT BACKSLIDING COST LOT

Lot ended yp losing most of hisfamily and dang something which krought shame
and dsgraceupon lswhdelife

Badkdiding cost the Isradites sventy yearsin the Babylonian
captivity. Backdiding cost Israd oppression by the heathen retionsin the dark
days of the Judges. Badkdliding cost Naomi her whole family. Badsliding
cost Saul akingdom. Badkdiding cost David his ©on and peacen his
househdd and kingdom.

Some may suppose there's no cost or consequencesto snand no price
to pay but there's apricetag for traveling the backdli der's road. Keep in mind
the Bible says "theré's pleasure in sin for aseason.” but it also says
"whatsoever a man soweth that shal he dso reg.”

CONCLUSION

It may be & you consider what happened to Lot you redi ze youve
been making some mncessions which left God aut or putting your own desires
before what God wants you to do.

Remember what starts out small can end up adisaster. When David
made the littl e mncession of staying a home when he usualy went out to
battle it didn't seem liketoo hig of aded. | don't suppose he ever dreamed of
getting into al the sinful things that thislittle oncessonled to.

| don't suppae Lot ever thought he woud Soopso low asto commit incest with bath
of his daughters. Oh, what a shame and a disgrace upona man's life. How terrible and
disgraceful for amanto commitsuchasn.

Perhgpsthereisaneed in your own life this evening to turn around before you goany farther
downtheroad youre going.






