A LESSON ON PRIORITIES FROM
THE LIFE OF ESAU
(Gen. 25:27-34)

| NTRO:
As we view thi s a ccount before usl wantustos eea lessonon
priorities... but before we consi der what Esau was guil ty of |

want you tot hin k about a coupl e of thi ngs.

Firsto fa Ilt hin ka boutt his-everyoneofu si sgoingt of ill
uphisl ifewith onet hingor another. For someof usi t may be

al ifefi Iledwi th pleasures and playin g around. For others of
us it may be p ur suing material gai ns and possess i ons. But
something will fillup yourl ife andmi ne.

Now | want you t o think about a not her factor as wel |- we can
all become so i nvolved in thing S W e can get our pri orities out

of place and p ut other thingsb ef ore the Lord.

The one thing t hat no doubt con dems most people t oday is that
other things h ave simply filled up their lives a nd crowded out
the things of t he Lord. Asare sul t of this -whe n many people
ought to be in t he Lord's house t hey are in othe rp laces. When

many ought tobes ervi ngGodt hey arese rvin g th emsev es.

Now notice tha  tE sau typifies t he earthly orcar nal individual
who puts physi  cal desiresandt hei r satisfaction above
spiritual veri ti es. Esau's prob | em was a problem of

priorities. And as a result hene vera nounte d toan yt hin g

spi rit ual | ys peaki ng.

Noti ceth e sanme probl emwhi chEsau had is thever y sanme

pro ble mthat many have today- the y have their pr I or ities

in the wrong p | ace and because  ofit they will n ever amou nt
to anythings pir it ual |y speakin g unl essth ey addr ess t his
pro ble m andd o somethi nga boutit.

Thequ estion that confrontsyouan d meis this:

"Doweha veour prior iti es int he ri ghtor der?"



Notice..
THE S| TUATI ON VH CH ESAU GO HI MELF | NTO

Esaugothimse | fin  anawful si t uation
where hewasb oundtomakeaba d trade.

Abrahamsnep hew did theve rys amethin g - he
began to nakech oi ceswh ichlef t God out and he
soon traded. .. Thisi s whata lot of folksdo -
the y suppose they candoth eir own thingand

live without G od. Pretty soont hey are so
involved in th et hings of this wor Id that they
are trading tr ut h for error - sel f resp ectfo r

sel f indul gence .. .

Doy ouhave. ..? It'sn ott hat
peoplet odayare soevil,i t's
just thatt heyh ave allowedo ther
things crowd out Goda nd they are
bound to nmakeso me bad trades
alo ng t he way.

. THE  SALEWH CH ESAU TRANSACTED

Esau put physi cal desiresandt hei r
satisfaction a bove spiritual th i ngs in his
life . This was no doubt the mistake that
Samson made in his life

when he joined hi mself with

harlots of the uncircumcised

Phil isti nes. ..

This is appare nt | ywhatDemasd id.

He forsook the apostle Paul... "Dema S
hat h fors akenme havi ng | ovedt his

pre sent world . ..



Do you have yo ur priorities .. ?
Some have put t heir own desires
above what God  desires. Instead

of being in ch ur ch using their

gif ts andtal ents, they are

liv ingfo r the thingsofth is
wor | d.

. THE SHAMECF WHAT ESAU COULIN T SEE

Esau couldn't see that the spir i t ual blessings

of the birthri ght were far more valuable than
satisfying his f | eshly desires.

TheBiblegivesus anumbkero f illustr ationso f
peopl e who couldn 'tsee theval ue ofspi ritu al
thing s.F elixfo r example couldntsee the
valueo f choosing Christ over a lif e of

in temperance. An  anias and Sapphir a couldn't

see the value of being  honest over

greediness. The rich young ruler couldn't

seet hev alueofposse ssin g Chris t overthe
posse ssio nso f this world. The pr i ests
mentioned in J ohn 12 couldn'ts eethe value

of identi fyin g wit hChri st overth e praises of
the ir peers.

So many peopl e today arebl inded just

ik e Esau - all they canse e isha ving a
good timeandsa ti sfy ingth eir own

phy sic al and fleshly desires. A | I some

can see is wor ki ng all the time and

maki ngmore and maem oney and pos sessin g
moreandmor e materialt hings.A |l sonme
cans eei st heat tractionso ft he world
andth e good |if e it purportst o giv e.
Recently | heard ofa womanwhole ft her
husband andt wochi | drenf ora notherman.H er
contentionwasth ats hewanteda lifef or
hersel f.Whenqg uestionedb yh erpa stora bout

her sinful deci si on shere sponded bys ayi ng,
"what makes me happy will make my children
happy."Howbl ind shewasandh ow bli ndi ng are

thesi nful things of this world.



Do youha vey our prio rit ies...?lt ’'s a shane
to seepe oplewh o arej ustl ike Esau - _t hey
wil Ine vera maint toa nyt hing spirit ually
because they are always puttingse K and
worldly thing s beforeali feofs elf-denial
andf aithfulness tot hel ord.

CONCLSION

Perhaps as you t hink about thes et hingsinthel ife of
Esau you reali zethe problem of prior iti es isa problemyo u
hav e.

Maybe you' ve gotteny ourself into a precarious situati on

andyo u ares o involv edinso many things that th ere is

little or no t i me for the thing so fGod. Mabeyou v ebe en
trad ing the thin gs of God for the thingsof thiswor Id and
selling spirit ual things for wo r | dly and worthle ss things. It
isashamewha tE saucouldn'ts ee - anditsas hame what so
many peopleto  day cannotsee.T  he apostle Pauls ai d, "while

we look not at t he things which ar e seen, but at t he things
which are not seen, for the thi ngs whicharesee nare

temporal, but t he things which are notseen are et ernal.” (Il
Cor. 4:18). Remenber Esau didn’ ta mount to anyth i ng

spiritually be cause of the prio rities he setand t he choice
hemade. Ifyou havea problemof putt ingot her thi ngsb efore
theth ings ofth e Lord thenyoune edtoaddressi ta nddo
something abou ti toryoull be j ust like Esau - you'll never

never never amount to anyt hing for Cod.




