A LESSON ON DIS GCOURACEMENT FROM
THELIFEOFELIJAH
(K ING19:1-18)

INTRODUCT ON

TheBiblesa ysi n James5: 16 - "Elijjah wasa man subje ct
tol ike passions aswe are. .. Otentimeswe tendto view
Bible characters as s upernatural individuals rather than
viewing them as instruments throu gh whom a supernatural God
has worked. Bu tt he things that af fect us affect t hem also.

In the passage before us we see t here was a time in
Elijah's life t hat he was deepl y disc our aged and def eat ed as a
ser vant of Gad.

This evening I want us to consider "a les son on
discouragement f r om the life of H jjah."

Att heo utsetw e shouldc onsider anordero rp attern.

Beforet hisi ncid entE |ijah hadj ustexperienced a great
victory for Go db eingusedina t r emendous fashi on. From this
wecanseetha tt imes ofdiscou ragement often fo I I ow times of
blessings or b ei ng greatly used of God. Thesear e n odoubt

designed to hu nbl e us and show usthat weremere vesselsan d
Godisth e Ore to be glo rif ied.

Soneone ha s said that " dis couragement i s the devil s
gre ate stto ol*a ndif he cang et usdis couragedhe cand efe at
us andde stro y our effectiveness for Gad.

Legend goesth atthe  devil once advertised his t ool s for
sale at a publ i c auction. When t he prospective b uyers
assembled,the rewas oneoddly shaped tool which was labeled
"not for sale. "Whenaskedtoe  xpl ain why this w asthe devil
answered, "l ¢ anspare myother tools, butlcan not spare this
one. ltis the nost useful impl emnent that | have .1 tis called
discouragement ,a ndwithitlc anwork mywayin tohearts that
are otherwise i naccessible. Whe nl getthis tool i nto aman's
heart, the way i S opentoplanta nyth ingth ere that Im ay

desire."



Nowaswelo okat whathappen edt o Elijah|wa ntu s to

seehowhe goti n this predic ament and how he was ab leto get
out of it.
CONCLSION
If we're
notca refulw e can devel op "theju ni pertr ee
syndro me"and be come dis couraged, defeated, and
usel ess fort he Lord.
Noti ce...
. THEC | RCUMSANCES THAT PLAGUED H.IJAHAT THIS
TIME
1. Was afraid f or his life beca use of the threat so fa
certain wicked woman (2,3). The B iblesa ys ... "the fear
of man bringeth ..." what a con t r ast between him and
Daniel.

2. Was so disc our aged over thin gsthat heprayed to die
(4). Someo ne has said - "if he reall y wanted hispra yer
answered he shoul d have stayed in Jerus ale m. . but he ran

forso nme 200 ml es."

.  THE CAUE OF ELIJA HS PROBEM

1. Waspr e-oc cupie dwithhi nsel f and what wasgoi ng to

hap pen to him (1 9:10) . Hemay havet hought. . "l ook where
serving thelLor dhasgotm el"

2. Got involve di ncomparing hi nself with others (19:4).
Paul told the Cor inthian believ ers thispra cti cewas

unwholes ome.

. THECUR E FCOR ELIJ AH'S PROBLEM



1. Was to get hi s mind off hims el f and get hism ind on
the Lord (9,10 ). Paul toldtheCo o ssi ans"s ety our

aff ections.. " and also Phil.- "look noteve ryman. .."
2. Was to trus ti nthe Lord and t o realize that God would
provide for hi sown(ll,12). ThePsa | mistsai d - "I

have bee n young..

3. Was to get upand keepongo ing forGod (5,15 ) . God

sti Il hassomethingf or us to do.

Notice just as sure as we geto urminds onourse | ves that
this will lead us todiscourage  nentand offwe g 00 natrip
aboard the tra i nof self-pity.

Whatcanwe do to prevent this pr oblem in our i ves.
First we must | earn to be gratef u for whattheLo rd has

provid ed for us at this time.

Secondly wemust keepou r mndson the thingsof the Lord
andwh at the Lord woul d have usto dof or Hmandot hers.

Thirdly we mwt re memberth atG od hasa purposef or what
He all owsin our lives.N otet hepo em

"Myf ather'sw aymayt wi stan dt urn
‘my heart may throban d ache,

but in my sou | I amgladtokno w
thatHe nmakethn o mist ake. "

(AM. Owerto n)



