"A LESSON ON BEI NG A BAD EXAMPLE FROM
THE LI FE OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH'
(CGen. 20: 1- 18; 26: 6-16)

| NTRCDUCTI ON

Someone haswe | lsaid that"an ounce of example is
worth a pound of instruction." Thi s saying is es pecially
true when it c ones to rearing ¢ hi | dren.

Oftentimes par  ent s seem to live i n some kind of f antasy

world expectin gt heir child rento growupan d i ve fort he Lord
when theythe nselv es seta verypo or examde for their children
to fol | ow.

We cite the Sc ri pture ..."train up achild.."S oneone
hassaid "if you're going to train up a childi n the way he
shouldgo , m&ke sure fir st ofa Il that you' regoi ng that way
yourself."

Ib eli eveoneof the nost sobering questions wec ould
answerth ise veningi s this -"would Il wantm y child to be what
Iha veb ecome?"

The truth is - f or the most par tt hat's what wil Ih appen.
If mom and dad set an example o fb eing carnal an d w orldly
before their ¢ hi | dren that's wh at they'll be. If nmom and dad
are dishonest i ntheir dealing. ..if mom and dad ar e living
for the things of this world . ..ifmom an d dada re busy
bodi es. ..if nom and dadar e inth e habit of maki ng all kin ds

ofe xcusesf orn ot servingtheLor d...
Now | wantu s to consi der how Abra hamand Sarah set a bad

example and | want ust o lay down apri nci pleforus tok eepin
mind as parents.

CONCLUSI ON

The lesson we need to learn fro mt he life of Abr aham
and Sarahis t hat abadexamp |le affects others-
par tic ula rly our chil dren.

This truth is r ef lected in the f ol lowing poem:



"A car ef ul

A careful man
A little fello

| do not dare
For fear he'll

| cannot once
What e’re he s
Like me he say
The little cha
He thinks that
Believes in ev
The base in me
The little cha

| must remembe
Thru summer’s
I'm building f

That little ch

The question i
are we setting

f or others to

man |
| o ughtto be
w f ollows me
togo astray
go the selfsame way
escape his eyes
ees me do he tries
s h e’s going to be
pt hatfollows me
lam goodandfi ne
ery word of mine
he must not see
p w ho follows me
ra slgo
sun orwinters s now
or the

years to be

ap who follows me

n c losing is this -

ought to be...

"what kind of
follo w? Ifw er e li ving al ie and

- Author unknown

example

alw aysma kingex cusesth en weo ught to do sonethi nga bout it

while we can h
Noti ce. . .

el p our children -

i twill be too

| at e tomorrow.

. THE EXAMPLE VWH CH ABRAHAM AND SARAH SET ON TH' S

GOCASI ON

1. Were "livin

ga lie"Thisis
try toj usti fyt heira ctio nsby telling

what a lot of peo

pl e do-

half- t ruths rather



than beingcom  pl etely honest and sayi ng "I don't wantt o
come to churc h to night...

2. Rather than t r usting in the Lordand doingwh  atwas

right. There 's ac ert ainpo emwhic h sta testh e importance

of howwe live... Ifa person reall y loves theLor d he wil |
serveth e Lord. As we apply ... ar e you living so me kind

of lie? Do you r eally love the Lord? doesth e Lord have

fir st placei n yourl ife?

1. THE EXCUSE WH CH THEY GAVE FOR DO NG WRONG (20: 11, 12)
Abr aham ..

1. Said he did it outoffe arf or hisl ife. There's a
certain sayin g we would all dowell tore nenber. .." it 's
never rig htt o do wrong,it 'sn ever wrong to dor ight,
it s alwaysr ight to do rightan d al wayswro ngt o do
wrong. " Thisisw  hyitsw rongto |ie tochid ren about
Sant a Claus.
2.Andhetriedtoj ustifyhisactionswitha

hal f -t rut h. Aradio news serie s about honesty inAm erica
poi nte d outt hat people usethree typesofexcuse sw hen
guilty of wron gdoing...

NO EXQAUSE SUNDAY

To make it possi bl ef or everyone to att endch urchne xt Sunday,
we arego ing to have a special "No Excuse Sunday."

Cots willbe placedi nthe foyer for thosewh o say, "Sunday is
my only dayt o sle ep.”



Wewil | have steel helmas for those who say, "thero of will
cave inif | ever come to churc h."

Blankets will be furnished for those who think t he church
is too cold an df ans for those who think the c hur chis too
hot.

Wewil | have heari ng aid s fort hose who thinkthepr eacher
speaksto o softl y andco tton for those whoth ink hepreach es
too | oudly.

Scorecards will be avail able for those whowi sh

to list thehypocrite s present. So merel atives

wil | be in attendancefo r thosewh o lik e to go

vis iti ng onSunday.T here will be T. V.di nners

forth - osewhoca n'tg o to churc h and cook din ner

als o. Onesec tion wil | be devot ed to tr eesan d

grass fortho se whol iketoseeGo d in nat ure.

Finally, the s anctuary will be decorated with bo t h Christmas

poinsettias an d E aster lilies f orthose = whohaven everse en the
churchwi thout them.

Backto the Bibl e Beli ever s'"H ome Page

Application: - Vi¢'re either fai t hf ully serving t he Lord or
we're always h avi ng to come up wi t h some kind of excuse. What
characterizes your life?

1. THE EFFECT WH CH WRONG DA NG HAS UPON OTHERS ((GEN  26:6- 16)

1. Teaches evil to others by example. A recent survey
di scl osed - "if both nmom anddad attend church
faithfully...



2. And it is perpetuated from one generation to
another. There's and old adage "like father like son".
This principle is illustrated in the Kings of Israel.

It is stated repeatedly in some 1 9 kingsof the
nor th er n ki ngdom -"and he did that which was evil in

the sight of the Lord as his father had done".

Application - if your children follow your example where

will it lead them? Godliness begets godliness and
ungodliness begets ungodliness. If you can bank on the fact
that your life will determine in large measure how your
children will live their lives.



