
"A LESSON ON BEING A BAD EXAMPLE FROM 
THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH" 

(Gen.20:1-18; 26:6-16) 

INTRODUCTION 

Someone has we l l said  that "an ounce of example i s 
worth a pound of instruction."  Thi s saying is es pecially 
true when it c omes to rearing c hi l dren.  

Oftentimes par ent s seem to live  i n some kind of f antasy 
world expectin g t heir child r en to grow up an d li ve fo r t he Lor d 
when t hey the mselv es set a  very po or exampl e f or t heir ch i ld r en 
to f ol l ow.  

We cite the Sc r i pture ..."train  up a child..." S omeone 
has said "if  you're going to train up  a chi l d i n t he way he 
sho uld go , make sure f ir st of a l l th at you' re goi ng th at way 
yourself."  

I b eli eve one of t he most sober i ng ques t io ns we c oul d 
ans wer th i s e venin g i s t his - "would I  want m y chi ld to be what 
I ha ve b ecome?"  

The truth is -  f or the most par t t hat's what wil l h appen. 
If mom and dad  set an example o f b eing carnal an d w orldly 
before their c hi l dren that's wh at they'll  be. If  mom and dad  
are dishonest i n their  dealing. . . if  mom and dad  ar e living  
for the things  of this world . .. if mom an d dad a r e busy 
bodi es. .. if  mom and dad ar e in th e habi t of maki ng all kin ds 
of e xcus es f or n ot ser ving the Lor d. ..  

Now I want u s to consi der how Abra ham and Sar ah set a bad 
example and I want us t o l ay down a pri nci ple for us t o k eep in 
min d as paren t s.  

CONCLUSION 

The lesson we need to learn fro m t he life of Abr aham 
and Sarah is t hat a bad examp l e af f ect s ot her s -  
par t ic ula r ly our chil dre n.  

This truth is r ef lected in the f ol lowing poem:  



        "A careful man I ought to be..." 

A careful man I o ught to be  

A little fello w f ollows me  

I do not dare t o go  astray  

For fear he’ll  go the selfsame way 

I cannot once escape his eyes  

What e’re he s ees me do he tries  

Like me he say s h e’s going to be  

The little cha p t hat follows me  

He thinks that  I am  good and fi ne 

Believes in ev er y word of mine  

The base in me  he must not see  

The little cha p w ho follows me  

I must remembe r a s I go  

Thru summer’s sun or winter’s s now 

I’m building f or the  years to be  

That little ch ap who  follows me - Author unknown  

 

The question i n c losing is this  -  "what kind of example 
are we setting  f or others to f ollo w? If w e'r e li vin g a l i e and 
alw ays ma king ex cuses th en we o ught to do somethi ng a bout it  
while we can h el p our children -  i t will be too l at e tomorrow.  
Notice... 

I. THE EXAMPLE WHICH ABRAHAM AND SARAH SET ON THIS 
OCCASION 

1. Were "livin g a lie" This is what a lot of peo pl e do -
try t o j usti f y t heir a ctio ns b y te l ling  half- t ruths rather  



than being com pl etely honest and sayi ng " I don' t want t o 
come t o churc h to night...  

2. Rather than  t r usting in the Lor d and doing wh at was  
right. There ' s a c ert ain po em whic h sta t es th e importance 
of how we live... I f a  per son re all y lov es t he Lor d he wil l 
serve th e Lord. As we apply ... ar e you living so me kind  
of lie? Do you  r eally love the Lor d? does th e Lord have 
fir st pla ce i n your l i fe?  

 

II. THE EXCUSE WHICH THEY GAVE FOR DOING WRONG (20:11,12) 

Abr aham. ..  

1. Sai d he di d i t out of fe ar f or hi s l i fe . There ' s a 

cer t ai n sayin g we woul d all do we ll to re member. . ." it 's 

nev er r ig ht t o do wro ng, it ' s n ever wro ng t o do r i ght, 

it' s al ways r i ght to do right an d al ways wro ng t o do 

wrong. " This is w hy it's w r ong to l i e to child r en about 

Sant a Cl aus.  

2. A nd h e t r i ed t o j ust i f y h i s a ct i ons w i t h a   

hal f - t r ut h. A radio news serie s about honest y in Am er ica 
poi nte d out t hat peopl e use three t ypes of excuse s w hen 
guilty of wron gdoing...  

 

NO EXCUSE SUNDAY 

To make i t possi bl e f or  ever yon e t o att end ch urch ne xt Sunday, 
we are go i ng t o have a spec i al " No Excu se Sunday."  

Cot s wi ll be  pla ced i n t he f oye r f or th ose wh o say, "Sunday i s 
my onl y day t o sle ep."  



We wil l have ste el hel met s f or t hose who say, " the ro of wi l l 
cav e i n i f I ever come t o churc h."  

Blankets will be furnished  for t hose who think t he church 
is too cold an d f ans for those who think the c hur ch is  t oo 
hot.  

We wil l have heari ng aid s f or t hose who th i nk the pr eache r 
spe aks to o sof tl y and co t to n fo r t hose who th i nk he preach es 
too l oudl y.  

Scor ecard s wi l l be avail abl e fo r t hose who wi sh 

to l is t t he h ypocr ite s pr esent. So me re l at i ves 

wil l be i n at t endance fo r t hose wh o lik e t o go 

vis i ti ng on S unday. T her e wi ll be T. V. di nner s 

for th ose who ca n' t g o t o churc h and cook din ner 

als o. One sec t io n wil l be devot ed to tr ees an d 

gra ss f or tho se who l i ke to see Go d in nat ure.  

Finally, the s anctuary will be decorated with bo t h Christmas 
poinsettias an d E aster lilies f or those  who have n ever se en t he 
chu r ch wi t hout t hem. 

Back to  t he Bibl e Beli ever s' H ome Page 

 
Application: -  We're either fai t hf ully serving t he Lord  or 
we're always h avi ng to come up wi t h some kind of  excuse. What  
characterizes your life?  

III. THE EFFECT WHICH WRONG DOING HAS UPON OTHERS (GEN. 26:6- 16)  

1. Teaches evil to others by example. A r ec ent sur vey 
di scl osed -  "if  bo t h mom and dad  attend  church 
faithfully... 



2. And it is perpetuated from one generation to 
another. There's and old adage "like father like son". 
This principle is illustrated in the Kings of Israel.  
It is stated repeatedly in some 1 9 ki ngs o f t he 
nor th er n k i ngdom -"and he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord as his father had done". 

Application - if your children follow your example where 
will it lead them? Godliness begets godliness and 
ungodliness begets ungodliness. If you can bank on the fact 
that your life will determine in large measure how your 
children will live their lives. 

 


