IV. THE BIBLICAL TEACHING CONCERNING
"SANCTIFICATION"

A misunderstanding of what the Bible teades concerning sanctification hes led to a number of
errors which have vexed multitudes of believers and pu them under ayoke which they canna bea or
given them afalse sense of immunity to sin.

Most of us have head someone say in regard to ancther, "If there was ever a saint of God she
was one of them." This gatement seansto infer that a personisasaint of God kecaise of the works he
or she has performed.

Most of us have dso met individuals who claimed they haven't sinned for some particular period
of time. They hald sanctificaionto be astate of halinessor "sinlessperfedion.”

In order for usto get a proper understanding of what the Bible teates concerning sanctificaion,
we need to look at several words. First of al, the word "sanctify” means "to set apart.” It doesn't mean
to make one haly, or to be haly or to make progressin hdiness If thiswere true then Christ could na
have sanctified Himself as He dedared in John 1718,19. Here our Lord referred to the fad that He was
"set apart" by the Father to doa cetain work.

"Sanctify" then means to "set apart” and with this explanation we find that God hes st apart a
number of thingsin Scripture: thefirstborn of al Israd (Ex. 132), the Levites (Numbers 3:12), the
priests (Ex. 2944), the dtar (Ex. 2936), the Sabbath (Neh. 1319,22), offerings (Ex. 2927), and Israd
asanation (Ex. 195,6).

Theword "haly" is another word used in conredion with the doctrine of sanctificaionand it
simply means "set apart from things which are unhdy.” Inthis snse we seethat Christ was st apart
from sinners (Heb. 7:25). But naticethe fad that His being set apart did na make Him haly, bu
becaise He was haly this st Him apart.

Finally, the word "saint" isaso used in conredion with what the Bible teates abou
sanctificaion. A "saint" means "one who has been set apart unto God." Every born-again child of God
isalready asaint. Thisincluded all those canal Corinthian believersaswell (1 Cor. 1:2). Dwight
Penteaost has pointed ou how some have misunderstoodthis verse and what it redly teades:

Youwill naticeyour English text reads..."cdled to be saints..." and many have
misunderstoodthis becaise they have concluded that we were cdled in arder
that eventually we might become saints. That is nat what the Apostle is writing,
for heiswriting to al thase who arein Christ Jesus. He says that they have been
sanctified - that is, set apart unto God in Christ Jesus - and kecause they have
been set apart they are cdled "saints' by God (115).



Now, let's examine what the Bible teates abou the bedliever's sanctificaion.
The Bible teades...

I. THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVE ARE ALREADY SANCTIFIED OR " SET APART"
POSITIONALLY IN CHRIST

1. When we believed onthe Lord we were set apart from other sinnersin thisworld to belong to
the Lord and to bring dory to Him (I Cor. 6:11; Heb. 1Q10).

2. When we believed onthe Lord we were given the perfed righteousnessand hdinessof Jesus
Christ as far as our standing before Godis concerned (I Cor. 1:30; Il Cor. 5:21; Eph. 525-27,
Rom. 4:13-25).

3. When we believed onthe Lord we were given this pasition and pssessonandit isjust as
complete for the weakest and yourgest believer asit isfor the strongest and ddest believer.
Nothing we do can alter or add to thisimputed righteousness

Il. THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVE ARE BEING PROGRESSIVELY SET APART IN CHRIST

Thismeans...

1. Wewho kelieve ae being set apart form certain pradicesin ou livesto bring dory to
God asweyield to and are led by the Holy Spirit (Jn. 1717,19 | Thess 4:3,4,7).

2. Wewho Ielieve have abattle to fight with the flesh and as far as our pradicd hadlinessis
concerned sometimes we will bring gory to God and aher times we won't but never will we
read astate of "sinlessPerfedion” (Rom. 7:15-25; Il Tim. 219-22; Col. 3:5-14).

3. Wewho lelieve can beliving asanctified life which is st apart from sinful thingsin this
world and lringing dory to God which refleds siritual maturity or we can be doing the
very oppaite.

4. Wewho kelieve have aresporsibility and avery goodreasonto live asanctified life

(I Cor. 1534; | Pet. 4:1-4). Testimony sake- so that we may be an eff edive witnessfor
Christ isthe basis for living asanctified life.

1. THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVE ARE GOING TO HAVE AN ULTIMATE
SANCTIFICATION OR SETTING APART IN THE FUTURE

Thismeans...

1. Wewho kelieve will receve afina setting apart either when we die (Heb. 1223) or



when the Lord comes and then we will bring gory to God as perfed instruments of obedience
to Him with there being no pcshility to sin (1 Jn. 32; Heb. 928; Jude 23; | Thess 3:13).

2. Wewho kelieve will have abody like Christ which will not be subjed to sin (Phil. 3:20-21).

3. Wewho bkelieve will be whaly set apart in body, soul, and spirit unto God (I Thess 5:23).
When this occurs we will beto the praise of Christ's glory (Eph. 112).

4. Inthislight we can say as believers that we have been delivered from the penalty of sin;
we ae presently being delivered from the power of sin; in the future we ae going to be
delivered from the very presenceof sin.

We shoud come to several conclusions as we examine what the Bible teades concerning
sanctificaion. Firstly sanctificationis an ad of God whereby He sets the believer apart from other
sinnersto be used for Gods glory. It involvesthe work of the Holy Spirit and hasto dowith ou
standing and state before God.

Positional sanctificaionisaoncefor-al adionwhich takes place &the moment of salvation and
givesthe believer ahady and righteous "standing" before God and it is based uponthe saaificial deah of
Christ.

Pradicd sanctificaionisthe processby which believers are being set aside daily by the Holy
Spirit asthey yield to His control. In this processthey enjoy victory over sin (Rom. 6:11-13,22), are
being conformed to the dharader of Christ (Il Cor. 3:18) and are maturing spiritualy in Him
(Il Pet. 3:18). How the believer responds determines his "state" before God and can be spiritual or carnal
(I Cor. 1:2-9; 6:11; 3:1-4).

When the rapture occurs believers will experiencether ultimate sanctificalion d being like
Christ and being set apart from the sin neture, the world and the devil (I Jn. 32)



