"A BRIEF SURVEY AND SCRIPTURAL CRITIQUE
OF THE PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS"

I. THE ORIGIN OF THE PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS

Theorigin of the Primiti ve Baptists goes bad to the protests of some Baptist churches against the
misgonary societies which were formed in the ealy 1800s.

These dhurches took the position that there were no missonary societies in the days of the goostles,
neither did the Scriptures dictate for any, so therefore there shoudn't be any in ou day either. On this basis
they separated from other Baptist bod es which suppated the misson societies and the asesang of
churches for missonary suppat.

Being oppased to missonsin this way the Primitive Baptists had no @rt in the grea missonary
endeavors of the ealy 1800s which resulted in hundeds of missonaries carrying the gospel to ather parts of
the world and multit udes being converted to Christ. It has been said that the anti-misson movement of the
Primitive Baptists is the saddest chapter in Baptist history.

[I. ORGANIZATION AND PRACTICES

The Primiti ve Baptists have never been organized as a denomination and have no administrative
bodes of any kind. In the yeas that foll owed, the Primitive Baptist churches adopted the pradice of
printing their annual minutes, constitutions, and rules of order. These were examined by other churches and
those that approved were taken into their fellowship of churches. Those dhurches that disapproved were
dropped from the fell owship of approving churches. In agenera sensethispradiceis gill followed today.

Primiti ve Baptists participate in the two NT church ordinances of the Lord's Supper and baptism by
immersion. They also pradicefoot-washing as an ardinanceof Christian humility.

On the same basis by which the Primiti ve Baptists oppased the misson societies (sil ence of
Scripture) they aso oppae Sunday Schod training for children, musicd instruments for their services, and
theologicd training for ministers. Educaed ministers are dedared by them to be "tods of the devil ."

Because of their pasition concerning theologicd training for ministers, much of what they preat and
pradiceisfrom oral tradition handed down from one groupto ancther. Their preading content comprises
such things as personal experiences through dreams and visions. In fad, some dream or vision becomes the
basis by which ore of their number is cdl ed to the ministry. In this snse the Primitive Baptists are like
many of the ailtic groups - they rely on extra-biblicd revelations and nd whally uponthe Scriptures.

[11. DOCTRINAL BELIEFSAND TEACHINGS



Since Primitive Baptists are oppcsed to theologicd training for its ministers they have no
systematized theology. They have no aganized system of hermeneutics for interpreting the Word of God.
Most of their "elders’ (which they chocse to be cdl ed) preat an asortment or what they have head athers
of their number say and they perpetuate cetain urscriptural teadings which have their rootsin the system
of theology which ariginated with a French theologian named JohnCalvin (15091564).

The sad part abou what they believe is that they have afalse mncept of where these teading
originated. Withou formal theologicd training they haven't studied the badkgrounds of Armianism or
Calvinism and the Primiti ve Baptists blindy foll ow the hyper-cavinistic teadings of JohnCalvin and hs
foll owers thinking that what they believe is Scriptural. To suppat his belief system Calvin impaosed certain
precnceptions upon hsinterpretation o Scriptures and framed atheology which is biased and erroneous.

Strong Calvinism is the @re of what Primitive Baptist believe and pread. Just what did John
Calvin tead that the Primitive Baptists have blindy perpetuated?

A. Calvin'steadingsin agenera sense

Calvin bult asystem of theology based uponthe sovereignty of God at the exclusion d
man's resporsibility. Calvin's conclusions were suppated by human reassonand alogicd order as foll ows:
He surmised since God is completely sovereign and knavs all things and controls all things He knows who
will be saved andwhowon't. Since dl men will not be saved it follows that it is not in God's vereign will
for all mento be saved. If thisisthe cae, then Christ only died for thase whowould be saved. Since Christ
died for this eled groupthen God sovereignly works to save them and to preserve them apart from any
initi ative on thelir part.

B. Calvin'steadingsin aspedfic sense

John Calvin'steadings foll owed five spedfic aeas and have been known as the "five points
of Calvinism." Theseincludetotal depravity, uncondtional eledion, limited atonement, irresistible grace
and perseverance of the saints. Those who subscribe to these teadings have been referred to as "tulip
people”" (an aaostic formed from these letters).

1. Total depravity

Acoording to Calvin's teadings on total depravity no man has the aility to come to
Christ and be saved uriessGod gives him that ability. Calvin saw man, nd only spiritually dead after his
fall in Gen. 3, bu also in astate of "total inability." In this gate Calvin believed that men were like Lazarus
in the tomb - they have no capaaty to respondto God's Word o to respondto God uiessGod ower-powers
them and gives them that ability.

Refutation: We ayreewith Calvin that man istotally depraved by nature - the Bible
teades that thereis nothing goodin man and he does not merit salvation reither can he ean it. But we do
not agreewith the cadvinistic picture of total depravity. Lazaruswas dead bu he was able to hea Jesus



words and to respondto those words. Total depravity isthe "standing” of alost sinner before God bu it
does not mean total inability. Manis iritualy dead (separated from God) but heis not voliti onally dead.

The Bible teades that the Holy Spirit gives totally depraved people the cgadty to choase between
GodsWord and their own way. The Bible dso teaties that man is both cgpable and resporsible before
God.

Numerous timesin the Bible God cdls uponman to seek the Lord, to find Him, to turn to Him, to
seach for Him, to believein Him andto repent. Calvin taught that man canna do anything withou God
giving him the cgadty to doso. If that were true then God would be arespeder of persons and also urjust
to give one man such ability and nd to giveit to ancther. Thetruthis- thesin of unbelief istheworsesin a
person can commit (Heb. 312-19). To say that man can't believe unlessGod gives him that ability isto
charge God with the sin of unbelief with thase who can't respond.

Thefalagy in Calvin's teadings concerning total depravity cometo light aswe consider the fads
concerning man'swill . Does man have awill ? The answer is yes and God hdds a man resporsible for the
exercise of hisown freewill. Because man hasawill it i snot a matter of whether he can cometo Christ; it
isamatter of whether he will cometo Christ. Scriptures make it clea that condemnationis predicated upon
the exercise of one'swill and nd some God-given ability to believe (Matt. 2337; John 540; Rev. 2217). It
shoud be seen that the only thing which stands between the sinner and salvationis the exercise of the
sinner'swill .

Some cavinists use John 644 to try to prove that depravity means total inability. It says, "no man
can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him..." But Jesus said, "and |, if | belifted up
from the eath, will draw al men urto me" ( John 1232). The Bible showsthat al men are drawn to Christ
but al men will not trust Christ as Saviour.

Why do men go to hell ? Isit because they have not been given the aility to respondto God? NO,
in the final analysis, men go to hell, na because of their inability to come to Christ, but because they will
nat come to Christ. The Scriptures make it absolutely clea that Godis nat willi ng that any shoud perish
but that all shoud come to repentance(ll Pet. 3:9). Itisalso clea that maniscdled uponto exercise his
will and believe (Acts 16:31; Jn. 316).

2. Uncondtional Eledion

Calvin reasoned that if aman is unable to save himself becaise he istotaly depraved,
andif God alone can save, then God has nat chasen to save everyone, since everyone will not be saved. By
uncondtional eledion Calvin believed some were deded to heaven whil e others were deded to hell. Since
this matter iswhaly on God's part, it is uncondtiona or withou any condtion onman's part.

Acoording to Calvin's teadings an individual has absolutely nothing to dowith
salvation. He believed God deaded whowould go to hearen and who would go to hell before the
foundation d theworld. Thismeansit is by Gods own choice done that some people ae damned forever
to hell. Andthereasonis- God rever intended to save them, becaise He foreordained them to go to hell.



Where does thisleare an individual acording to Calvin's teadings? He can orly
hope that God hes eleded him to hearen and nd hell.

Refutation: The fundamental flaw in Calvin's teadings on urcondtional
eledion must be seen in hisview regarding God's foreknowledge. It isafad that God has foreknowledge of
al events before they come to pass bu God's foreknowledge is an attribute of God and nd an ad. His
foreknowledge acording to the Bible is not causative. In ather words just becaise God knavs what will
happen doesn't mean He will causeit to happen (I Sam. 237-13).

Anillustration d God's foreknowledge would be aplane flying high in the sky above
aroad. A personinthe plane can seefor miles down the road, bu the casonthat road can only seewhat is
in front of them. The personin the plane can seethat a bridge has coll apsed and he knows that a ca will fall
into the river if the driver does not heed the detour sign and change diredions. God can see eerything that
will happen to usjust like the personin the plane can seefor miles. God seesthat a personwill rejed Him
and e dernally damned bu He doesn't cause it to happen. The Bible shows that man has been given afree
will to choose.

No wherein the Bible does it tead that God will s sme to go to heaven and He will s
othersto go to hell. On the wmntrary, the Bible teades that God would have dl men to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth (I Tim. 2:4). The Bible teates that Godis not willi ng that any shoud perish
(Il Pet. 3:9). The Scriptures make it clea that nobod is predestined to hell. Thase who choase, of their
own freewill, to rejea Christ will go there but it's not becaise God foreordained them to hell (Jn. 336).

It must be seen that men go to hell because of their own unkelief andthisisthe worse
sin aperson can commit. To say that some can't believe isto charge God with sin.

The Bible teades snce Christ died for the sin of the whole world the offer of
salvationis extended to the whaeworld (dn. 1:29; Jn. 316; | n. 22). This means anyone ca be saved if
he will choaose to receve Christ as his Savior (Rev. 2217).

God's attitude toward the unsaved is clealy reveded in the Scriptures and it isfor
men to turn in repentance and e saved nd to send men to hell (Ezek. 3310,1% 1l Pet. 3.9; | Tim. 2:4;
Heb. 29; Jn. 318,36.



