1. THE BIBLICAL TEACHINGS CONCERNING
"JUSTIFICATION"

To undcerstand the meaning of justification we must seeit asajudicia term in the setting of a court
of law.

W.E. Vine says thisword "denctes the ad¢ of pronourcing righteous.” It signifies "the establi shment
of apersonasjust by aayuittal from guilt” (284).

To appredate what's invalved in the beli ever's justificaion we must understand the avful
predicament we werein as snners before ahay God. Lest we look uponit li ghtly, we must have an
understanding of how God judges righteoudly.

Dwight Pentecost hasiill ustrated hov God judges righteously:

We & parents are got to find excuses for the misbehavior of our
children. We do nd sit asjust judges ontheir condwct; when they
disobey uswe ae prone to find some excuse for their condwct, for
we do nd want to administer justice & we know that it shoud be
administered. So we explain away their condwct. In so dang, we
are not deding justly; we ae not deding onthe basis of thefadsin
the cae. Becausethey are our children, and we love them, we
excuse and do nd condemn the guilty. If it isthe neighba’s
children, we judge justly, but love kegps us from so judging our own.
God, in kegoing with His hdinessand righteousnessand justice, must
judge and condemn the guilty (103).

Someone has said that "nojust judge passes judgment withou first having all the evidence presented
before him." Andwhen al the evidencewas presented against us we were foundguilty and we were justly
condemned.

Uponwhat grounds then could God dedare the believer righteous and aayuitted of al charges and
condemnationin regard to sin? The aswer liesin the substitutionary work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Just how God could be just and at the same time justify or dedare us righteous is awonderful truth
for us to comprehend and appropriate. And as we study the things associated with this biblicd truth it
shoud lea usto exalt the Lord Jesus Christ in ou heatsandin ou lives.



theWord of God teaches...

A. THAT GOD HAS A PRINCIPLE UPON WHICH HE EXECUTESJUDGMENT (Psa 199;
11975; Dan. 914)

1. Thismears when Hejudgesit is awaysin line with a set standard that refleds His haly and
righteous charader (Psa. 119137).

2. Thismeans when He judgesit is aways in ac@rdancewith truth and
righteousnessand rever with resped to persons or unjustly (Psa. 19.9).

3. Thisisthe same principle that Israd was given uponwhich to exeaute
judgment acerding to the Mosaic law (Dt. 251). What it saysis- if one
judges justly and righteously he must justify or aayuit the righteous and condemn
the wicked.

4. Noticethisisthe same principle uponwhich God must ded with all men -
sinceHeis absolutely just in al of His dedings He canna aayuit the wicked or
condemn therighteous. But rather becaise Heis ajust God He must aaquit the
righteous and condemn the wicked (Prov. 1715).

5. Thismeansin keegping with this principle God must administer justicein
acordancewith truth and righteousnessand nd with resped to persons or upon
some other basis (Rom. 2:11).

B. THAT GOD ISJUDGING RIGHTEOUSLY AND JUSTLY WHEN HE RENDERSA VERDICT
OF GUILTY UPON THE WORLD AND CONDEMNSIT TO JUDGMENT (Rom. 3:10-19)

1. Thisisbecaise we have dl sinned (Rom. 3:23; Ecc. 7:20).

2. Thisisbecaise we ae dl guilty andthe only righteous judgment isto
condemn us (Gal. 3:22). To aqyuit us who are guilty would be to judge us
unjustly and urrighteously. Noticethe repentant thief recognized this principle
in hisown condemnation and judgment uponthe aoss(Lk. 2340,41).

C. THAT GOD IN LOVE AND MERCY HASPROVIDED A WAY THROUGH WHICH HE CAN
BE JUST AND AT THE SAME TIME JUSTIFY THE UNGODLY (Rom. 4:4,5; | Pet. 3:18)

1. Noticethe problem that it pases for Godto be righteous andjust, to ad in
acordancewith truth and righteousness and to justify or dedare us not
guilty when we ae. How can He be just and at the same time justify or aaquit
the wicked? (Job 92; 25:4).



2. Noticesemndy the solution and the answer to this problem of how we who
are guilty could be aquitted.

a. For uswhoare guilty, to be aquitted someone had to take our place
and suffer our condemnation. Thisiswhat the Lord Jesus did when He
died onthe aoss(lsa. 535,6) for us.

b. For usto be righteous who are guilty someone had to be made sin for
us. Thisiswhat the Lord Jesus was made (Il Cor. 5:21) for us.

c. For usto bededared na guilty someone had to make an dfering that
satisfied God for our sins. Thisiswhat Christ did (Jn. 1:29; Heb. 1Q14).

d. So then for usto be dedared righteous or nat guilty we must be"in
Christ." Itisonly "in Christ" that God can be just and at the same time
justify the ungodly (Rom. 3:24) apart from Him God must condemn the
wicked and thereis norerighteous. But in Him there is no condemnation
(In. 318, Rom. 81).

Someone has ill ustrated this truth in a story of awagon train going west
and encourtering aprariefire.

The wagon master cdled ou for someone to set ancther fire behind them asthe fire
was approaciing far aheal of them. Then several minutes later as the wind was driving the flames
closes to them, he ordered everyone to gather in the aeawhich has been buned. Asthewind dove
the flames closes to them alittl e girl feafull y asked the wagon master "will we be safe here?' He
replied by saying, "yes littl e lass you seethe flames can't hurt you where they have drealy been."

D. THAT GOD JUSTIFIESOR DECLARESUSRIGHTEOUSTHE MOMENT WE BELIEVE IN
CHRIST (Rom. 3:26).

1. Thismeansit isaverdict of aaquittal or not guilty which has already been
given (Acts 13:39). We seethenit isadedaration d Godin behalf of all who
beli eve when they believe.

2. This means onthe other handthat no ore can ever be aquitted ouside of
Christ by hisown deeds (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 216; 3:11). Some folks have the @roneousidea that
one day their works will determine what their destiny will be.

E. THAT OUR JUSTIFICATION HASCERTAIN ELEMENTS. THESE ARE TRUTHSWE CAN
COMPARE AND COMPREHEND.



1. Qur justificationfirst of all has a source (Rom. 3:26; 8:33). We ae dedared na guilty by God,
but it is sonly when we receve Christ and are placed in Him.

2. Note seaondy that our justificaion has only one ground @ basis. We aejustified by Christ's
blood(Ro. 324-26). In ather wordsthisis the basis uponwhich God can dedare us nat guilty.

3. Next our justificaion hasa dannel and we seethat we aejustified by fath  (Rom. 3:28; 5:1).
Noticethat our justificaionis by, through, a uponfaith (Rom. 1:17; 4:3, 16,24 Gal. 2:16; 3:8, 9,
5:4; Phil. 3:9) but it is never because of our faith. In ather wordswe ae nat justified or dedared
righteous becaise of our faith or uponthe basis of faith. Justificationis based uponthe shed blood
of Christ and Hisfinished work. It isnot based uponthe fad of whether we have enough faith to
believe but rather uponthe fads that we believe. Some folks mis-interpret Eph. 28 and say that
God must give an individual the faith to believe. But if God hed to give faith to believe, how could
He be just and condemn thase to whom He gives no faith?

4. Our justificaionisalso said to be by grace(Rom. 3:24). Here we seethe
esenceof it. In ather wordswe ae justified in Christ because God is gradous
and kestows unmerited favor uponsinners. Theword "fredy" in Rom. 3:24
means "withou a caise" or withou any reason within us.

5. Inl Cor. 6:11we have the agent in our justificaion - it is by the Holy Spirit.
He places usin Christ the moment we believe (I Cor. 1213) andit isonly when
we aein Christ that we can be aquitted.

6. The Bible dso teades usthat we ae justified by works (Jas. 224). But naticethisisnot a
contradictionto being justified by faith in the finished work of Christ, but here we seethe evidence
of our justification. No oreisjustified before God by hisworks (Gal. 2:16) but we ae justified
before men by our works. When aman is placel in Christ by the Holy Spirit when he believes, heis
pronourced aquitted or guiltl essand as aresult he will begin to producethe righteous fruits of this
pasition. Thesewill be evident to men and will j ustify him before them.

7. Thenfinaly we seethat our justificaionisin Christ (Il Cor. 5:21). Thisisthe positionfor our
justificaion. It isonly when apersonisin Him that justification a apronourcement of aqquittal is
possble. Againfor al those outside of Christ - God must condemn the wicked.

8. Then before we mnclude with the dements of our justification we seethat our justificaion hes
some proof (Rom. 4:24). Some have propagated that the resurredion d Christ justified us. But
justificaion rests uponthe basis of Christ's work onthe aossand the word "for" shoud be
rendered "onacournt of" or "becaise of." Thuswe seethat the resurredion d Christ was the
proof or token that God hed accepted Christ's saaificial deah and that thosein Him are acceted
in the Beloved and dedared righteousin Him.

To summarize this grea doctrinal truth we seefirst of all that we were saved by God's gracethe moment we
believed. At that very same moment the Holy Spirit placel usin Christ. Then and orly then, based upon
the shed bood d Christ and His redemptive work alone, Godin ajudicial sense dedares us righteous or not



guilty and averdict of aaquittal isgiven. It iscomforting also to know that this verdict has already been
pronourced before the bar of God'sjustice it is not something we must look forward to with fea and
uncertainty. Hallelujah what awonderful Saviour we have!



