II. THE BIBLICAL TEACHINGS CONCERNING
"GRACE"

Someone has concisely defined grace & "the unmerited favor of God.”

Vine's Expository Dictionary or N.T. Words defines grace a... "the friendy dispasition from which
the kindly ad proceedls, gradousness loving-kindness goodwill generaly” (170).

Ancther Bible schdar has defined gracein this way:

Gracerefersto the esentia charader of God and tell s us
what kind d GodHeis. Gradousnessor graces come to
an individual becaise of what the One gradng is within
Himself... We might define grace & that intrinsic quality
of God's being or essenceby which Heis gportaneously
favorable in His dispasition and ading (Penteast, 19.

Our GodisaGod d grace Heiskindly disposed within Himself and this disposition manifests
itself by showering graces such as mercy and kindnessupon dhers apart from any merit ontheir behalf.

A coupeill ustrations of God's gracewill convey His essntia charader and also pant out that His
dispasition and adions toward sinners has nothing to dowith what they merit or deserve.

The dying thief onthe aoss sirely did na merit the blessngs of salvation bu the Lord said, "today
shalt thou ke with mein paradise." Because Godiskindy disposed there was mercy granted to this
repentant sinner.

The sinful woman who came to Jesusin Simon's house didn't deserve forgivenessbut she was
forgiven because God is gradous toward thase who turn in repentance

Now let'slook at what the Bible teates abou the graceof God. Aswe view God's dedings with
sinful man we can seethat salvation as well as every other blessng from God is by His grace ad manifests
itself apart from the merit of the one uponwhom God's gradousnesses fall.

The Bible Teades...

A. THAT GRACE ISBASED UPON THE VERY ESENCE OF GOD'SCHARACTER

1. Thismeans Godis gradous and merciful to all men becaise HeisaGod d grace Heisnat just
gradous therefore but graceis the manifestation o His essential being.



2. Thismeans mndy that God hes a disposition that manifestsitself in being kind toward sinners
apart from what they themselves deserve or what they might merit. The expresson d this
disposition d God's charader to show kindnessor be gradousis cdled "mercy".

3. Thismeans God is then merciful to sinners because of who and what He is and nd because of
who and what they are.

B. THAT GRACE ISTHE PRINCIPLE OF OPERATION BY WHICH GOD DEALSWITH ALL

MEN

1. Thisisaprinciple we seeill ustrated time and time again in the Old Testament

promised
forever

a. Noticefirst of all how God dedt with Adam in grace God dacel hm in agarden

paradise and allowed him to choase between oledience and life and dsobedience

and ceah. When Adam chose to dsobey God and experienced spiritual deah o

separation from Him, God manifested His grace ad showed mercy to Adam. For

Adam's 3n God provided a wvering for him (Gen. 321). Asaresult of his sn God
aredeamer (Gen. 315). God also prevented Adam from living in that fall en state

(Gen. 324). It isalso apparent that God made away of accessto Himself for Adam

(Gen. 43, 5. Now al of these things God dd for Adam when he sinned were ads of
grace Adam did na deserve ay of these things but God was gradous to him and showed
mercy upon hm.

b. Ancther example of Gods graceisill ustrated in hov God cedt with Abraham. God
cdled Abraham out of an iddatrous city and made a ©venant with hm ( Gen. 121-3).
God courted hisfaith for righteousness(Gen. 156). God made agrea nation from him
(Gen. 122) and establi shed His covenant with Abraham's ed (Gen. 17.7,8). Now all these
things were not dore to Abraham and to the nation Israd because they were faithful or
because they deserved it but rather becaise God was gradous to them. Abraham was not
only unfaithful to the Lord, bu so was the whale nation springing out from him. But God
was graaous when they sinned because He had establi shed a cvenant with Abraham and
with his ®al and so He was merciful to them because He Himself isfaithful. Notice
Abraham's unfaithfulness(Gen. 16,20 andthewhoe O.T. isarecord initself of Israd's
unfaithfulness

c. Some other examples of God's grace ca be seen in Lot's deliverancefrom Sodam
(Gen. 19. Godsdedingswith Cain concerning his offering (Gen., 46,7) and espeaally
after he had kill ed his brother (Gen. 4:15) are other examples. Noah is ancther uponwhom
God showed mercy becaise Heisa God d grace(Gen. 68).

2. Thisisaprinciple we seereveded in the New Testament.

a. Noticehow God cedt in gracein the New Testament. It wasin the Person d His Son



(In. 117). Hithertofore God had manifested His gracebut it was never seen in His Person.

b. Godsdedingswith sinnersin gracein the person d His Sonis e in the way Jesus
showed mercy upon dhers during His eathly ministry.

(1) He was gradous and showed mercy to the sinful woman in Luke 7 and saved her.

(2) He was gradous to the Samaritan woman by the well in John 4and gave her
the water of life.

(3) Other examples are the woman taken in adultery (dn. 8); the deansing of the ten
lepersin Lk 17, the cdl to Zacdaeus (Lk 19); and heding the Nobleman's son (Jn4).
These ae only afew but they ill ustrated God's gracein deding with sinners. None of
these deserved what they recaved bu becaise Godisa God d graceHe was gradous
and showed mercy uponthem.

c. Godsdeding with sinnersin gracein the Person d His Sonis sen aso in His deah upon
the aoss Hetookthe sinner'splace ad ded in ou stead. He paid the penalty for sin that
we might have everlasting life (Gal. 3:13; Rom. 5:15).

(1) Noticethisiswhat He did for thase who had gone astray (Isa. 535,6).
(2) Noticethis was dore for us whil e we were yet sinners (Rom. 5:7,8).

(3) Note dso it was for the ungodly who hed nostrength or means to save themselves
(Rom. 5:6).

(4) Note the reasonfor Hisdeah (Il Cor. 5:21,Jn. 316; Il Cor. 8,9.

d. Godsdedingswith sinnersin gracein the Person d His Sonis based upona covenant
that He has made with Hisblood (Heb. 911-15). Now just as God was gradous and showed
mercy uponAbraham and upon s £al becaise He had made a ovenant with them and was
faithful to keep it, so does He manifest grace ad show mercy uponthaose who are under this
covenant by faith in Christ. This principle then of graceby which God deds with man shows
that Heistruly aGod d grace

C. THAT GRACEISTHE ONLY MEANSBY WHICH MAN CAN BE SAVED (Titus2:11)
1. Thismeansthat man neither deservesto be saved because of who heis nor can he merit salvation
by what he does. In God's sght thereis nore that doeth good (Rom. 3:12) and God, in deding with

men, is no respedor of persons (Rom. 2:11).

2. Thismeans that salvationis not something that man can work for, bu rather it is smething that
God hes provided becaise Heisa God d grace ad expresses Himself in showing mercy to all



(Eph. 28,9 Eom. 4:4,5; Titus 3:5; Rom. 3:19).

3. Thismeans that man can ony be saved by respondng in faith to what God hes dorein grace
when Jesus shed His blood onthe aossfor our sins (Rom. 3:24,25 27,28. Someone has defined
grace & Godsriches at Christ's expense. It iscertainly thisandit is something nore of us deserve
nor merit.

D. THAT GRACE IS SOMETHING THAT CANNOT BE MIXED OR MINGLED WITH MAN'S
WORK (Rom. 11:6)
1. Thismeansthat aman is saved by grace done or heisnot saved at al (Rom. 4:13-16; Gal. 2:21).
Some folks think God must do His part and they must do their part in order to be saved.
Thisisthe aror the Galatians were involved in and it is anather gospel of adifferent kind (Gal. 1.6).
2. Thismeansthat aman is saved by what the Lord has done done andit is not something that is
seaured by kegoing of the law (Eph. 17; Heb. 1.3; Gal. 4:21; 5:6).
E. THAT GRACE ISTHE STATE OR SPHERE IN WHICH BELIEVERS NOW RESIDE
1. Thismeansthat believers are nolonger under the law with its condemnation and curse but they
are under grace(Rom. 5:2; 6:14). They are now freeto be led by the Spirit of God to dothe will of
God.

2. Thismeans mndy that believers are aiding in the promise of redemptionin Christ and it rests
uponHis faithfulnessto kee His covenant.

3. Thismeans that God naw provides for believers as His children and gives us all kinds of spiritual
and material blessngs (Eph. 13; Phil. 4:19). We dorit deserve His many provisions for us but He
bestows them upon s becaise Heisa God d grace

F. THAT GRACE ISTHE BASISUPON WHICH MEN ARE CALLE D UPON TO SERVE
1. Thismearswhat we aeintheLord is 2lely by His gracetoward us (I Cor. 1510; Eph. 37).

2. Finaly this means what we do for the Lord isdone only by His gracein ou lives (Eph. 38;
Il Cor. 1:12).

A find ill ustration d the graceof Godis ®e in thelife of John Newton:

He had been raised in a Christian hanein England andin his ealiest yeas had been taught
the truths of agradous God who kringeth salvationto all men. But he was orphaned at six yeas of



age and he becane, even asasmall lad, awanderer. He wasraised by anon-Christian relative who
scoffed at al he had been taught by godly parents. He becane an apprentice seanan in order to get
away from the condtions of the home of therelative and he joined the Royal Navy after he had
served his apprenticeship. Whil e he was enlisted in the Royal Navy he deserted and went to Africa,
and re testified that he went for one purpose - to sin to hisfill.

After he caneinto Africa hejoined hmself to a Portuguese slave trader in whase home he
was cruelly treaed by the bladk woman who had become the dhief of the harem. Shetook ou her
hatred for her Portuguese husband against this white lad and treaed him like adog. She exercised
such authority over him that she threw hisfood onthe floor and he was compell ed to ea off the
floor or belashed. Hefled form this cruelty and after escgping made his way to the mast where he
attraded a ship by building afire.

The ships master was disappanted, for he thought that the fire meant that someone had
either davesor ivory to sell, bu the young man was picked up, revertheless Becaise hewas a
skill ed navigator he was made amate on the trading vessel which was making its way up the ast
of Africato England. On ore occasion, he opened the caks of rum and dstributed to the aew so
that the entire aew got drunk. The ship's master was 2 incensed that he had the mate thrown into
chains. When he was brought up from below to be punished the catain treaed him so brutaly that
he was knocked overboard and he was saved from deah by drowning by the catain whothrew a
harpoonand speared him. He caried the scar of that degp wound,into which he @wuld pu hisfist,
until the time of his deah.

As the ship madeits way to Gred Britain it was blown off course. When the ship began to
flouncer the young man was sent down into the hald to man the pumps along with the slaves who
were being transported. He aied to God ou of the hald of that ship. The truth he had been taught
asa dild came hometo im and he cane to know Christ as Saviour whil e he struggled ower the
bilge pump. It was this ssme John Newton who wrote the words:

Amazing grace How swed the sound,
That saved awretch like me!
| oncewas lost, but now am found,
Wasblind, bu now | see

(Penteaost, 28,29



