LESSON #5
WHAT ISINVOLVED IN SARITUAL GROWTH

I. SOME REASONSWHY EVERY CHILD OF GOD NEEDS TO GROW
SARITUALLY.
A. When apersonis saved heisborn again spiritualy into

God's family and becomes a spiritual

(In. 12 1 Cor. 31). Just like ababy borninto a
fleshly family must have nourishment to grow and develop,
so must anew christian. Noticewhil e getting saved isan

transformation (Il Cor. 5:17)

spiritual growthisa f development
(Eph. 411-15).

B. When apersonis saved he not only aqquires a new nature

whichis (Il Pet. 1:4) but he

recevesthe and for

spiritual growth (Il Pet. 3:18).
C. When apersonis sved it becomes a spiritua

r o to develop

spiritualy. When abeliever fail sto grow spiritually

he displays to the Lord's command

(Il Pet. 3:18); I Tim. 215) and limits himself in God's



service(Heb. 511-14).
D. When apersonis saved and daesn't grow spiritualy he
misses the purpase which the Lord hasfor him. Itis
the goal of every believer to become more and more like

the in every asped of hislife
(Il Cor. 3:18).

a. Notice God's purposein saving usisfor
and spiritual development is necessary for service
(Eph. 413-16; Rom. 6:11-13; Il tim. 3:16).

b. Noticethe dristianisto theLordina
life of service(Eph. 210; | Cor. 1031, Jn. 158).
When a drristian fail sto develop spiritualy hislife
will not be glorifying to the Lord.

II. SOME OF THE AREAS IN WHICH THE CHILD OF GOD NEEDS TO GROW
SHRITUALLY.

A. Every child of God reedsto develop andincrease in the

f @0d and haw He deds with His

children (Col. 1:10; Heb. 125-11).
B. Every child of God readsto grow and developin the

areaof christian (I Thess 312

Il Thess 1:3; Il Pet. 1:4-8).

C. Every child of God reedsto grow spiritualy in his

with Christ. Thisought to invave

adeger sense of and

(1'Jn. 419; Il Cor. 5:14), adeeper




and (Jdn. 3;30; Phil. 29-11),

and a degper commitment to carry out His
(Acts20:22-24; 21:13; Phil. 1:20,21).

D. Every child of God reedsto grow spiritually in finding

out what the Lord's isand going abou to

Hiswill (Eph. 517; Cal. 1:9;

Heb. 1321). When abeliever fail sto grow in these
areas his giritual immaturity usually resultsin apoa
testimony and lrings reproach uponthe Lord.
. SOME OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CHILD OF GOD TO GROW
SHARITUALLY.
A. For the dild of God to grow spiritually he must receve

the spiritual nourishment which isthe fo

God (I Pet. 222; Jn. 623; Il Tim. 316,17 Psa. 1:1-3).

B. Noticesince spiritua growth is predicaed upon
recaving the nourishment of God's Word there ae
several things which will help usto develop more
quickly:

1. A believer can grow spiritualy by having atime of
devotions and getting into Gods Word (Psa. 1:1-3;
11915,16.

2. A believer will grow spiritually by being in



and

in which heisinstructed and chall enged by the Word
d God (Heb. 1025).

3. A believer will grow spiritually by fell owshiping

with ather who are spiritually

mature (Titus 2:2-8).
4. Believers can a'so grow spiritualy by reading good

listening to good

and attending other

christian functions in which Christ is exalted and
saints are exhorted and encouraged spiritually
(I Thess 5:14; 3:12,13 4:1).

C. For the dild of Godto grow spiritually he must yield

himself to the Holy Spirit's and

(Eph. 518, Gadl. 5:16,18. This

involves the spirit of God wsing the Word of God to spesk
to ou heatsand dred us (Il Cor. 3:18)). Asweyield

to Him we mntinue to develop spiritualy but when we fall
to yield to Him we grieve Him and ou spiritual growth
stops (Eph. 430; Heb. 512).

IV. SOME OF THE HINDRANCES WHICH WILL KEEP THE CHILD OF GOD
FROM GROWING SHARITUALLY.



A. A believer will not experience proper spiritual growth

when heisunfaithful in
(I Cor. 4:2; Rom. 10:17; Heb. 1025).

B. A believer will not develop proper spiritual growth if he

negleds the pradice of having
(Isa. 3015, 40:31; Matt. 4:4).

C. A believer will not grow spiritualy if heis

to the Word of God and will not

yield hmself to the Spirit's control (I Pet. 1:22;
Heb. 511-14; Gd. 5:16-18).
D. A believer will not experience proper spiritual growth

unlesshe leansto claim God's and

Him in the various trials and circum-

stances of thislife (Rom. 5:3-5; Il Cor. 1:20,2]).

V. SOME OF THE BLESINGS WHICH COME TO THE CHILD OF GODWHO
DEVELOPS RROPER SHRITUAL GROWTH.
A. The believer who experiences proper spiritual growth will

not be ensnared and entangled by the aunning

of the devil which lead many astray (Eph. 413,14

| dn. 41-3). The new convert whofail sto grow
spiritually is espeaaly vulnerableto the false
teadings of the religious cults which the devil usesto
ensnare thase who are undscerning.

B. The believer who experiences proper spiritual growth



will be grealy in God's srvice and will

ing gea to God (Acts 6:1-6; | Cor. 6:4;

Gd. 6:1; 1 Tim. 3:6).
C. The believer who continues to grow spiritually will avoid

many of the problems which result from a

life(I Cor. 3:1-3; Gal. 6.8).

VI. MEMORY VERSES: Il PET. 318; | PET. 2.2; Il COR. 3:18.

VIl. QUESTIONS RELATING TO THISLESSON
A. Salvationisinstantaneous but spiritual growthisa

fo

B. What does the believer need in arder for him to grow

spiritualy (I Pet. 2.2)

C. Name 3 things which will help a believer to grow
spiritually.

D. Name 3 areas in which the diristian needsto grow.




E. What 2 Scriptures command us to grow spiritually and
point out to usthat it isan odigationand duy?

F. Which believers are espeaaly vulnerable to the devil's
false teadings?

G. Name 3 bessngs which result from proper spiritual
growth?




