ISIT ALWAYSWRONG TO ENGAGE IN
PREMARITAL SEX?

What used to be agrowing trendis now an established pradicein ou ungody society for young
peopleto engage in premarital sex. The so-cdled sexual revolution hes grealy promoted this pradice and
despite the threa of the ads virus the world's philosophy concerning sex isthat "sex is all right aslong asit
is sfesex." Just how widespreal isthis pradice? Some statistics from an article entitled "Shadking Up Up
Sevenfold" in the August, 1994isaue of National and International Religious Report will serveto answer
this question:

Three ad ahalf million urmarried coudes were living together in 1993, acwrding to the
U.S. Census Bureau. That's dmost seven times more than in 1970.("Fast-Fad: Shadking Up
Up Sevenfold." National & International Religion Report, Aug. 22, 1994

The atitude toward premarital sex as being wrong has also shifted as disclosed in an article of the
Family in America August 1991issue:

Whatever else mll ege students are leaning these days, it does not appea that most are
learning to abha fornication. More of today's coll ege men and women consider sexua
promiscuity to beimmoral than dd those of the mid- 1970s. Their behavior, however, tell s
adifferent story. While 65% of the mllege men surveyed in 1965admitted they had had
premarital sex, nealy 80% of those surveyed in 1985said they had. Among coll ege women
the increase was even sharper. In 1965 296 reported having had intercourse before
marriage, bu 20 yeas later the figure had more than doubed to 63%. Thischangein
behavior is matched by an attitude shift. Inthe 1965survey of coll ege students, 33%

of the males and 70% of the females thought premarital sex was wrong, bu by 1985those
figures has dedined to 16% and 1®6. ("Campus Carnality. " Family in America Aug. 199))

Because of the world's phil osophy regarding premarital sex and the number of people invaved iniit,
this has led multit udes of young coudes to live together out of wedlock and to bea children. Sometry to
justify this snful relationship by saying, "everybody'sdoing it." Some say they are trying to determine if
they are cmpatible before marriage and follow afinancial philosophy of "try it and seeif youlikeit before
you by it." Thetax penalty on married couges has also helped to foster thiskind o pradice and
relationship.

Some mupdes may ask, "if we love eat ather and dan to be married soon,what can be wrong with
sex before marriage?’



To Answer the Question Concerning Premarital Sex

I. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE BASISISFOR DETERMINING WHAT IS
RIGHT AND WRONG

The basis of mordlity is nat the morals of asociety. It is not whether many or afew accept a
particular pradiceor rged it. It isnot whether it standsto reason a naot. It isnot whether it isalegd
pradiceor anill ega pradice If the whoeworld accets homosexual pradices it won't make themright. If
the whole world accepts abortion pradicesit won't make them right. Andif every cougde engagesin
premarital sex it won't make them right either. Morality or what is right or wrong is based uponwhat the
Word of God says.

II. WE NEED TO SEE WHAT GOD HASTO SAY ON THIS SUBJECT AND WHY HE SAYSIT
A. God condemns premarital sexual relationships as a spedfic sin to be asoided.

Notice"fornicaion’ isthe Biblicd word used to describe what our society cdls
premarital sex. Thisword describes sxual intercourse between individuals outside of the
marriage relationship. Numerous Scriptures point out that this pradiceis snful. Fornicaion
isagainst Godswill (I Thess 4:3,4). Fornicaionisasinto abstain from Col. 3.5).

Fornicaionisasinful pradicethat excludes people from heaven (I Cor. 6.9; Eph. 55)
andthereforeit is smething to be repented of (Il Cor. 1221). Fornicationis against the
purpase which God hes for our bodes (I Cor. 6:13) and the Bible says that God will j udge
fornicators or those whoindugein premarital sexua relations (Heb. 134). Therefore
believers are adlmonished to fleefrom fornication (I Cor. 6:18).

| have known of coupdes who engaged in premarital sex and | believe God's judgment
has fallen uponthem in various ways. Some have lost their virginity to someone who
selfishly used them and cast them aside. Some have mntaded the ads virus and multitudes
have venered diseases such as genital herpes for which thereis no cure.

B. God hesareasonfor condemning premarital sexual relations.

Behind eat of God's laws and dredivesthereisamoral principle and reason for
Godspeopleto lean. Theselaws are given to usfor our goodand well-being
becaise Godlovesus. They are not given to deprive us of something that we need or would
benefit us.

God hes areason for condemning premarital sex. Heloves us and wants to proted us
from being hurt and running into problemslater oninlife. Many who engage in premarita
sexual relations haveto pay for it for the rest of their lives.



[IlI. WENEED TO SEEWHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO MAKE A PURITY VOW AND BE
OBEDIENT TO GOD IN THISMATTER

Some wugdes may reason, "sincewe love eat ather and dan to be married soon,what can be wrong
with sex before marriage?' Engaging in premarital sex is presuming uponthe future becaise nobod/ knows
if hewill have another tomorrow (Prov. 271). Oftentimes coudes who have premarital sex becaise they
plan to be married have lost their fianceés through acadents and this has |eft them regretting that they were
no longer virgins.

The posshility of pregnancy is always present aswell in premarital sex because thereis no totall y-
safe contracetive. Many coudes have been facead with unwvanted pregnancies and this had led them to add
worse sin urto sin in seeking abortions. Some coupes have been forced into a marriage relationship withou
any red love becaise they engaged in premarital sex and pregnancy occurred. The so-cdled "shot-gun
wedding" used to follow this snful issue. Now women are often faced with the aduous task of raising a
child asasingle parent.

Therisk of contrading some form of venered disease runs high also among those who engage in
premarital sex. Usualy those who pradicefornicaion doso with multi ple partners and this is the reason
why some of these diseases are & epidemic propations. Consider the risk fador as gated in the foll owing
article:

AlIDS isabullet; behavior isthetrigger. Casual sex, multi ple partners and intravenous

drug use aeKkilli ng us, the dean of Vanderbilt University Schod of Nursing told more

than 200UMC educaors during a human sexuality education conferencein Nashvill e.
Teenagers are expeded to be the next high-risk groupto contrad the virus. The number of
adolescentsin the final stages of AIDS hasdoulded. Teenage runaways are espeaaly at
risk. Statistics show that more than 50% of teenagers have had sexual intercourse before the
age of 18,and 70% to 80% by the age of 20. Half of all sexually transmitted dseases are
contraded by people yourger than 25.("Teens in Danger of Aids Virus." The
Communicator's Companion)

IV. WE NEED TO DISCERN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAKING LOVE AND BEING IN
LOVE

Bible-kind d loveisnot carnal and daes nat use others for one's own satisfadion. It does not
jeopardize one's own testimony or the reputation o another. To engagein premarital sex isto pu aphysicd
relationship before aspiritual relationship which is charaderized by genuine love.

Oftentimes girlsfail to discern that guys want to make love when thereisnoloveinvolved. A
survey among coll ege students who engaged in premarital sex reveded that 95% of the guys were invalved
for pleasure done with nosense of love for thegirl. In ather wordsit was not out of love for her but out of
lust for her body.



Jadk Hayford gives 10 reasons why sex sins are worse than ahers:

Jadk Hayford discusses 10 reasons £x sins are worse than ather kinds of

sin: (1) They stain the deepest part of aperson'sidentity. (2) They exploit

the deepest aspeds of our emotionality. (3) They padlute the fourtainhead of

our highest credivity. (4) They produceguilt that cripples our confidencein
Godsforgiveness (5) They expase usto the risk of begetting and conceving

an ursuppated child. (6) They compromise the foundiation o life's degoest
human relationship. (7) They increase the probability of multi plying the spread

of disease. (8) They give placeto appetites that can orly beget further unretura
behavior. (9) They bre&k trust with the whole body of Christ. (10) They assault the pure
lordship of Jesusin ou lives. ("Why Sex Sins Are Worse Than Others' by Jadk W.
Hayford. Charisma & Christian Life. Oct. 1989.

For those who would cast aside Biblicd mandates and imagine there is no consequences for the
pradice of fornicaion, they might dowell to consider the findings of one study onthisisae:

A recent study foundthat women who lived with their spouses before being married

were 80 percent more likely to separate or divorce than those women were who hed

not. Espeaaly liableto dvorceor separate were thase women who have lived

with the future spouse for threeyeas or more before the marriage. The study was dore

in Sweden, bu research aso shows the resultsto be gplicable to the United States.

It isthouwght that coupes who cohabitate premaritally are not as committed to the values
and interests of marriage & thase who do nao. ("Marriage” Pradice makes Imperfed?’ by
Holly Hall. Psychology Today, Jul/Aug. 1988.Page 15)

V. WE NEED TO FOLL OW GOD'SDIRECTIVESIF WE HAVE BEEN DISOBEDIENT IN THIS
MATTER

Oftentimes a person who has committed the sin of fornication may fed li ke there's nathing he or she
can doto corred the situation. They may fed li ke seoond-rate individuals who could never be forgiven or
used in Gods rvice But the Word of God cedares that there's forgivenessfor al sinsfor those who come
to Christ in repentance (I Tim. 1:15; Eph. 432, Col. 213; 3:13).

The Bible dso teades us there's forgivenessfor the diild of God who confesses his sns and forsakes
them ( Prov. 2813; | Jn. 19; 2:1,2).

So what shoud aguilty person d&? A Christian neals to confesshis or her sin to the Lord, claim
God's promise putting their sin under the blood d Jesus, and then get on with alife of servicefor God.



