MODERTE AND SCCIAL DR I NKING

WHAT THE WQORD OF GOD HAS TO SAY ON TH S SUBJECT
A. As far as the Old Testament is concerned

1. The Word of God in the 0. T. shows us how
that wine and other intoxicating beverages
were consumed.

a. Wine was apparently consumed as a
social part of Hebrew lifea s a
cheerin g beverag e andwe find it w as
used on specialan df estiveo ccasions.
(Jud.9 :13 ; Psa. 23:5; 10 4:15).
There is no evid ence however to s upport
widespread usage among the common
people. It seems to have been a
luxury reserved for wealthier
individuals.

b. Wef indals o that wine and
in toxi cati ngbe veragesw ereused as
an anesthetic for those who were in
painor dyng (Pr ov. 31:4- 7).

2. Noticewhil e drinking wine was apa rtof
Hebre wsoci al | i fe, we find that over-
indulgence or drunkenness was something
strickly conde med (Isa. 5:11,12; Prov.
20: 1).

3. The Word of God shows us how wine and other
intoxicating beverages were a buseda ndh owt hey
becaneag reatso ciale vila nong the Jewish
people as well as others.

a. Sone exanpl es of such abuse can be
seen in Noah's Ilif e (Gen. 9: 21); in
Lots if e (Gen. 19:33-35), in

David's life a sf aras Uriah wa S
concerned (Il Sam. 11:13); andin
the life of Be nhadad, King of S yria(l

Kings 20:16).

b. There is no doubt that drinking had
become a great social ev il when we | ook
atth ewayt he prophetsa ndo thers such



B.

as Solomon denouncedit(isa5 :11,1222;
28:1-8; 56:11; Aws 6: 6; Pov.232933)

4. The Word of God points out certain persons
who were strictly forbidd enfr om drinking
wine an d int oxic atingbe verag es.

a. The O.T. priests who ministered about the
sanctuary were to abst ain fromw ne and strong
drink( Lev.109; Ezek. 44:21). Failureto
observe this was apparently involved in the
death of Nadab and Abihu  (Lev. 10: 1,2).

b.Another gro up of individu als who were
forbidden from drinking wine and stron ¢
drink were the Nazirite s during thedur ato n

oft hervow s (Num 6:3; A nmos 2 :12).

c.Weasoseeth at wine_andintoxicat i ng beverages, were
nottob e consumad by thoses uchas kingsan d
princes who had to make judgnents in diff erent
mdters (Prov .31:4 , 5).

5. T heWordof Godpoi ntso utce rtainpe rsonswho
abstained fromdrinkingwineo r strongdr ink
becauseof it 's potenta | pro blems.

a. Soneofth ese includeDaniela nd his
conpani onsw how er e takeninthe Baby | onian

captivity (Dan. 1:8-16).

b. TheRechabites areso nmeothers who
refrain edf romdri nking anyk indo f
in t oxic ati ng beveragea ndt hey did this
simply out of obedi enceandrespe  ctt o therr
father ~ Jonadab’ sc oomand (Jer. 35:5-1 5).

As far as theNe w Testa nent is concer ned

1TheWor d ofGod inthe N.T. shows thatw ine was used
iNnso me waysv erysi mlar_tot hose in the O.T.

a. First of all it seems evident that,
while wine and strong drink was a part
of social life, 1twas somewhat reserved
for the wealthy and not the common
people. It was consumed also at
special festive occasions such as
weddings (Jn. 2).

b. Wine was also used for medicinal
purposes for everything fromc uts and



wounds tost omach troubl e (Luke 10:34 ;

IT im 5:23).
2. The Word of God in the N. T. also condemns ove r-
indulgence_or drunkennessandi t isshownt o be
a grave sin and one of the worksoft hefl eshor
sin nature (Lk 21:34; Gal. 5:21; 1 Cor
6: 10)

3. TheWordo fG od pointso utc ertainp ersons
int he N.T. who drank_wine and certain
persons who did not.

a. John the Baptist was one who
abstained from wine because he was a
Nazirite from bi r th (Luke 1:15)

b. The Lord Jesus on the other hand drank
wine on special occasionsb utt hisw as
nevert oe xcess or sin. (Matt 11:1 9;
Jn. 2:10)

c. Since the cup for observing the Lord’s
Supper is referred to as "the_ fruit of
the vine" and not wine, it no doubt
refers to the new juice of the grape and
not to fermented wne(Ma tt 26:2 9).

4. \Walsof ind s onei nstancesi nt he N.T.
wher ed rinki ngwasex cessi vea ndt her ef ore
resultedi nsinand judgnent( IC or.

11: 21,3 0).

5. TheWordo fG odi nt he N. T. setsf orth_certain
standardsc oncerni ngwine fort hose whoheld
posiio nsin the earlvch urch.

a. Thebi shop orpa storw asn ot" to be given"

towi ne orn ot todi nk (I Tim 3:3; Tit us

1:7). The prohib it on seemstopara rellthat
concerning those in positions and making
judgnentsi nt he O.T. Ifi t wasn't goodf or

akingor prince to use itw ho had to judgei n
secularm atters, itsure |y wasn't good for
one whoha dt o nake judgmentsi n spirtua |
matte rs.

b.T hed eaconsweren ott ob e given to “nuch’w ine( I
Tim 3:8) . Herewe seeth er equi rementsf or



thep astorw erehi gherth ant he deaconsa s
theyweret o beex anples tot he flock andmore
wasc ommttedunt ot hem(1 Pet. 5:3; Luke
12:48).

6. Rather than condone the moderate consumption of
wine however, the N.T. laysdow n cert an prin cipl es
whic h cal lu pon Chrisi ans tov olun tarily abstainfrom
t (Matt. 16:24 ; Mak 9: 42; PRom 14: 13-21; |
Cor. 8:9 -13).

C.As faras it's owera | wanin gsa gainstw ine and sto ngdink
1. Drinkingc anl eadt o sorrowandp overty (Prov . 21: 17,
23:29-32 ).
2. Peopl ec anb ed ecei veda boutd rinking (Prov . 20:1).

3.Drinking is often associated with other
sinful things (Gen. 9:21).

4, Irinking canl ead to excess orb rawi ngkind of
attitude( Eph.5 :18)a ndc onsequencelyo ther
Si ns.

5. Drinkingc anl ead tod runkenness which is a
sinful  thing in God’s sigh t.

VHAT OTHERS HAVE TO SAY ONTHS SUBJECT AND
WHA'S WR ONG W TH WIAT THEY SAY.

A. Sonec ontends i ncet he B bl e doesn’ tc ondenmd ri nki nga s
longa so ned oesn’'t overi ndul gei t's alrght fora
Chisti  an tod rink social ly i nmoderation .

Toanswe r this argu nentther e ares ever althihgs , weneed to
under stan d.  First of all, thereis avast diff erence between
thew ine drank in Bibli cal times and that whic hi s drunk
today. Thealc oholi ¢ contento fwi ne inth osed ayswas mnuch
lo wer andr equi red much consumption unlike the drinks of

today.

A second difference between then and todayi s the
nunbero f thosed rin kin g. Nol ongerisitr eserved for



th e weal thier butitis consunedi nl argemeasureby
allc lasses,a ndth erefore poses a greaterpr oblem.

Athird thing tobeco nsi dereda re the proble nsre sulti ngf romth e
massesd ri nking. Unlik ei n Bibli cal times, drinkin g has
posedapr oblem of enor nous mag nit ude. For example ,

drink ing isr esponsibl e fork illingmore peoplei n

hi ghwaywrecksth anallt he wars our Nation has ever
fough t. For theserea sons tho se who drink are

contr ibuting to oneof thegre atestsoc ial problens we
have and itw oul d be hard fora Chri sti antoj ustif y
drinking inany amant taking today's considerat i ons.

B. Some still contend to have a few drinks in

their homes doesn’t hurt anyonean d there 's
not hin g wong wt h it.
Nati ce however, thatd rin kingint he honme firstofa |l sets

a bad example for Iit le childen. |[If adult s drinkth eir
chi ldren are aptto be drinkersan dt hey naybe come al coholi cs

becauseof it. Secondly, how could a Christian go out
and buy alcoholi ¢ beverages andmai ntaina propertest i mony
for the Lord? Then third y,n oo nec an giveap ersonag uaranteei f

het akest hef irstdr inkh e lIn otb econe analcoholic. BEvery
alcoholic began as a social drinker and presently there
are some ten million alcoholics in America.

C. Sone say, si nce wine wasu sed for medici nal purposes,
it isar ight to useiti n thisr espectioday , after all, maost
medic i nes have a Ic oholi cc ont ent.

Notice while it may be argued that beer is an excellent diuretic

forthose with kidney t roubles or that whiskeyi sa useful
stinmula nt forthose  with hearttrouble , alcoholis a drug which if

consumed inre gul ar anobunts can become addic tiv e andle ad to
more and nore dependenceu poni t . Asowit h themedi cines
whichw e have avai | abl e today,t isn otn ecessaryf or usto use
alc oholic bever ages ast heydid inBi bical timesan din so
doi ng j eopardi ze ourt estinoni esb eforet heu nsavedworld.E ven
unsavedp eopl ewill telly ou thatCh ris i anssh oul dnt drink. In
thi s respect theyh avemore discemm entth ans ome prof essing
Chri sta ns.

I.WHAT THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD DO IN REGARDS TO THIS SUBJECT

A. A Christian oughtt o realize the sinfula ndha rnful
th i ngs which drin king can lead to and "abst ainf romal |
appear ancesof evi I".



A Christian oughtt o realizet hat itisi npossi ble to

drink inany degreeand maintai n ag ood,t esti nonyfor
theL ord.

Becausedr inki ngi s assured ya stunbli ngblock to
winni ngp eoplet o Christ,t he Christiano ughtt o

voluntarilyab stain fromtheu se ofany and all kinds of
alcoholic beverages.

D. Based upon the fact thatalco hol isthenumbero  ne drug

problem inAmerica with somet enmil li onal coholic s, the
Christi ans houl ds teeras far away ashe can fro m
drinkin g in anya nount.



