
VII  OFFENSES IN  THE LOCAL CHURCH 

A. W HEN DOES DI SCI PLI NE BECOME NECESSARY IN A L OCAL CHURCH? 

1. D i sc i pl i ne i s necessar y w hen a member of a l ocal 
assembl y i s li vi ng i n s uch a c ar nal way that the testimony 
of the church is damaged by his conduct and the Lord's work 
is hindered (I Cor. 5:13;  14:33,34,40; Rom. 16:17; Titus 
3:10; II Thess. 3:6-15).  

2. D i sc i pl i ne i s als o n ecessar y when a member o f a l ocal 
assembl y i s wa l kin g contr ar y t o t he ar t i cle s o f fa i t h and 
pr act ic e w hi ch i ts member s h ave agre ed u pon t o u phol d. Most 
sound churches would stipulate the following conduct as 
grounds for discipline:  

a. T hose p r opagati ng f als e t eachi ng shoul d be 
di sci pl i ned (T i t us 1: 10-1 6; I Ti m. 1:2 0; II T i m. 
2: 17, 18) .  

b. T hose s owin g di sc or d and c ausi ng fa ct i ons 
wi t hi n t he b ody sh oul d be  discip l i ned ( Rom. 
16: 17, 18; Ti t us 3 : 8- 11).  

c. T hose g ui lt y of i mmora l c onduct shoul d be 
di sci pl i ned (I C or . 5).  

d. T hose d i shonori ng t he past or and re f usin g 
to f oll ow h i s l eader shi p ( I T hess. 5:1 2, 13; 
Heb. 13 : 7, 17).  

e. T hose g ui lt y of di sord er l y co nduct shoul d b e 
di sci pl i ned (I I Th ess. 3: 6- 15) .  

f. Those  who ha ve wronged  another m ember and  will n ot 
make res t itutio n (Matt. 1 8).  

B. W HY I S DI SCI PLI NE NECESSARY I N A LOCAL CHURCH? 

1. D i sc i pl i ne of sin ni ng members i s necessar y t o mai nt ai n a  
measure o f p ur i t y wi t hi n t he b ody th at i s pl easi ng t o th e 
Lor d (I C or . 5: 6-8 ). F or I sr ael t o keep t he L or d's f east o f 
unleavened bread after the passover, which typifies our 
fellowship with Him, they had to p ut away al l l eaven whi ch 



is a t ype o f si n. A pur e chur ch i s a chur ch t he Lo r d i s 
pleased with.  

2. D i sc i pl i ne of sin ni ng members i s necessar y i n or der f or 
a l ocal c hur ch t o mai nt ai n a testim ony before the unsaved 
world and be an effective witness for the Lord (I Cor . 3:1-  
4; 15:34 ) . A pu r e church  i s a pow er f ul churc h. A ca r nal 
church i s a powerless chu r ch.  

3. D i sc i pl i ne of sin ni ng members i s al so ne cessary t o 
cor r ect t hei r conduct a nd r est or e th em t o t he p l ace th ey 
ought t o b e (G al . 6: 1) . Unat t ended pro bl ems d on' t go away; 
th ey usually ge t w orse!  

 
     4. D i scip l i ne of s in ni ng member s i s ne cessary t o  
        pr event ot her s in t he bo dy of Chr is t from bei ng  

   influenced  and also corrupted by them (I Cor. 5:6,7;  
        Acts 5:11).  
 
 C. HOW SHOULD DISCIPLINE BE CARRIED OUT IN A LOCAL CHUR CH? 

1. D i scip l i ne s houl d be c ar r i ed out in a s pi r it o f 
meekness wi t h t he pur pose of  pl easing the Lor d concerning 
sin and restori ng the sinning m ember to the pla ce o f 
blessing from which he has fallen (Gal. 6:1).  

2. Disci pline i f a dministe r ed pro per ly and i n the r i ght 
spirit w i ll res ul t in a th r ee-fol d proces s:  

a. F i r st d i sc i pl i ne wi l l c ause t he si nni ng member to 

be as hamed ( I I T hess. 3: 14) . b. S econdl y di sci pl i ne 

wi l l le ad t he of fe nder to r epent ance I I C or . 7 : 9-1 1).  

c. Then w hen the off ender comes t o r epent ance he is  t o 
be fo r gi ven and r est or ed to fello wship (II  Cor. 2:6 -
11).  

3. How d i scipli ne is  to be  carrie d o ut is la i d down  i n 
Matt. 18.  

a. First  it sho ul d involve an  ind i vi dual adm onition 
(Matt. 1 8:15). Hi s sin sho uld be p oi nt ed ou t t o hi m 



and a n at t empt m ade t o co r r ect whate ver t he s i t uat i on 
involves.  

b. Secon dly if t he first a t tempt f ai ls a cor porate 
admoniti on and at t empt sho uld be made t akin g o ne or 
tw o w it nesses al ong t o at t est to t he of f ender ' s 
at t i t ude a nd acti ons (M at t . 18: 16) .  

c. Thirdly if t he corporate a dmonition fails t he 
matter shou l d b e reported to t he church (M att . 
18:17).  

D. WHAT SHOULD CHURCH DISCIPLINE INVO LVE TO PLEASE THE L ORD AND 
YIELD THE PROPER RESULTS? 

1. The church should remove the sinning member's name 
from its membership (I Cor.  5:13 ) .  

2. S econdl y th e ot her m ember s ar e no t t o ha ve a ny 
fe l l owshi p w it h th e unr epent ant off ender (II Thess. 3:6,14; 
I Cor. 5:2,7,9-13).  

3. T hir dl y t he c hurc h s houl d n ot c ount t he of f ender as an 
enemy but c ont i nue t o p ra y for him and seek his restoration 
(II Thess. 3:15).  

4. F i nal l y u pon re pent ance t he churc h i s to f or giv e th e 
of f ender a nd r esto re h i m t o fello wship (I I C or . 2 :7 - 11).  

 


