VIl OFFENSES IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

A.WHEN DCES D SCIPLI NE BECOME NECESSARY INAL OCA. CHURCH?

1.D iscipline is necessarywhen amemkerofal ocal
assenbl yi sli ving insuchac arnal way thatthe testimony
of the church is damaged by his conduct and the Lord's work

is hindered (I Cor. 5:13; 14:33,34,40; Rom. 16:17; Titus

3:10; Il Thess. 3:6-15).

2.Discipline is als onecessary when amemtero f al ocal
assenbl yi swalking contr aryt o the article soffa ith and
practic ewhichi ts nenbersh ave agre edu pont ou phol d. Most
sound churches would stipulate the following conduct as

grounds for discipline:

a.T hosep ropagati ngf als et eachi ng shoul d be
disciplined(T itus 1:10-16;ITi m 120;IT im
2:17, 18).

b.T hoses owin gdi scord andc ausi ng fa ctions
within theb odysh oul dbe discip |ined (Rom
16:17,18; Titus3 :8-11).

c.T hoseguilt yof immoralc onduct shoul d be
disciplined(IC or. 5).

d.T hosed ishonori ngt he pastor and refusin g
tof oll owhis leadership (IT hess. 5:1 2,13;
Heb.13 :7,17).

e.T hoseguilt yof disorderlyco nduct shoul db e
disciplined(I ITh ess.3: 6-15).

f. Those = whoha vewronged anotherm emberand wiln ot
makeres titutio n (Matt.1 8).

B.WHY I SDI SA PLI NE NECESSARY | NA LOCAL CHURGH?

1.D iscipline of sinning nenbersi s necessaryt o maintai na
measureo fp urity within theb odyth ati s pleasingt o the
Lord(IC or. 5:6-8).F or Israel to keept heL ordsf easto f
unleavened bread after the passover, which typifies our

fellowship with Him, they had top ut away alll eaven whi ch



isat ypeof sin. Apure churchis a churcht helLord is
pleased with.

2.D iscipline of sinning nmenbersi s necessaryi n order for
a localc hurcht o mantai na testm ony beforethe unsaved

world and be an effective witness for the Lord (1Cor . 31-
4;15:34 ).Apu rechurch is apowerfulchurc h.Aca rnal
churchi s a powerlesschu rch.

3.D iscipline of sinning menbersi s al sone cessaryt o
correctt heir conducta ndr estoreth emto theplaceth ey
ought tobe(G al. 6:1). Unattended problemsdon't go away;
th ey usualyge tw orse!

4.D iscipline ofs inningmenbers isne cessaryt o

preventot hersint hebo dy of Christ frombei ng

influenced and also corrupted by them (I Cor. 5:6,7;

Acts 5:11).

C.HOW SHOULD DISAPLINE BE CARRIED QJT INALOCAL CHUR CH?

1. Discipline should be ¢ arried out in a s pirit o f
meekness wi th the purpose of pleasing thelor d concerning
sin and restori ng the sinning m ember to the pla ce of
blessing from which he has fallen (Gal. 6:1).

2.Disci  plinei fa dministe redpro perlyandi n ther ight
spiritw  illres ult inath reefol d proces s:

a.F irstd isciplinew Ilc auset hesi nning nmenber to
be as haned (11 T hess. 3:14). b. S econdly discipline
wil lle adt he offe ndertor epentance 11C or.7 :9-11).

c. Thenwhenthe off ender cones to repentance heis to

be fo rgiven andr estored to fello wship (Il Cor. 26 -
11).

3.Howd iscipi neis tobe carrie do utisla iddown in

Matt. 18.
a. First itsho uld involve an ind i vi dualadm onition

(Matt. 1  8:15). H s sinsho uld bep ointedoutt ohi m



andan attenptm ade toco rrect whate vert hes ituation
involves.

b. Secon dly if the firsta ttempt failsacor porate
admoniti onand attemptsho uld bemade takin go ne or
twowit nesses along toat testtot he offender's
attitudeand acti ons(M att. 18:16).

c. Thirdly if t he corporate a dnonition fails t he
matter shou |d be reported to t he church (M att .
18:17).

D. WHAT SHOULD CHURCH DISCIPLINE INVO  LVE TO PLEASE THEL CRD AND
YIELD THE PROPER RESULTS?

1. The church should remove the sinning member's name
from its membership (1 Cor. 5:13).

2.S econdlyth eot hermenbersar enot toha vea ny
fe |l owshi pwit hth e unrepentantoff ender (Il Thess. 3:6,14;
| Cor. 5:2,7,9-13).

3. T hir dlyt hec hurc hs houldn otc ountt he offenderas an
eneny butc ontinue topray forhim  and seek his restoration
(Il Thess. 3:15).

4.F inallyu ponre pentancet he churc h istof orgiveth e
of fendera nd restoreh imtofello wship(l I1C or.2 :7-11).



