VI. THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

A. WHAT ISINVOLVED IN THE ORDINANCE OF WATER BAPTISM WHICH CHRIST
GAVE TO THE CHURCH?

1. Water baptism isan ad of asociation and oledience of a believer to Christ.

a. It isbased uponthe cmmmand which the Lord gave His disciples
(Matt. 2819,20.

b. Itisavisible expresson d the results of the invisible baptizing work of the
Holy Spirit (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:1-4; Col. 210-13, 2Q 3:1).

c. Itisan ad whereby abeliever testifies of hisdeasionfor Christ and hsdesire
to obey the Lord (Acts 2:41; 18:8).

d. Itisonly for believerswho have acceted Christ as Saviour, because only
believers can ouwardly expressthe baptizing work of the Holy Spirit
(Acts2:41,44 8:36,37 16.31,33.

2. Water baptism has nothing to dowith salvation and cleansing from sin.

a. Salvationisby gracethrough faith alone (Eph. 28, 9 Rom. 3:24,25 andisa
freegift (Rom. 5:15, 16, 176:23).

b. Itistheblood d Christ that cleanses usfrom all sin na baptismal water
(Heb. 914,22 1 Jn. 17; Eph. 17; Col. 1:14; Rev. 1.5).

c. Noticebaptism is used as afigure of those saved (I Pet. 3:20,2]). Thisisa
referenceto those of Noah's day who were saved "through” nat "by" water. The
water didn't save Noah and hisfamily it wasthe ak and it isthe type of Christ.

d. Noticein Acts 2:38 Peter isreferring to bah receving Christ and its results
(remisson d sin) and aso to okedienceto Christ's command concerning
baptism. That remisson d sinsis not predicaed upon laptism is clea from Peter's
secondsermon (Acts 3:19).

e. Itisclea the repentant thief was not baptized and it isaso clea that he
was saved and went to heaven (Lk. 2342,43.

f. Paul's attitude toward the problem at Corinth regarding baptism shows that it
isthe gospel that saves not baptism (1 Cor. 1:14-17; Rom. 1:16).



3. Water baptism can oy be alministered in ore manner to properly portray the believer's
asciation with Christ.

a. Only immersionis gymbalic of the believer's participationin Christ's dedh,
burial, resurredion, and the work which the Holy Spirit has dore (Rom. 6:3,4).

b. Only immersionis described in the referenceto baptism in the New
Testament (Acts 8:38,39. Even prior to the dhurch John kaptized by immersion (Mark
1:5-10; Jn. 323).

c. Noticethe word baptizo (baptize) meansto dp o immerse whereas there ae
other words used to describe sprinkling or pouing in conredionwith other things
(Heb. 913, 12:24; | Pet. 1.2). These other words are never used in conredionwith
baptism of believers.

d. Noticethe pradiceof sprinkling or pouing as other modes came out of false
teadings which arose in the secondcentury. It was propagated that a person hed to be
baptized to be saved because it was held that baptism washed away sins. Thisled to the
baptism of infants and bed-fast individuals using other modes.

B. WHAT ISINVOLVED IN THE ORDINANCE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER WHICH CHRIST
GAVE TO THE CHURCH?

1. TheLord's supper isamemorial of Christ's saaificefor believers.

a. Itisbased uponHis command which He gave to His disciples as they ate the
pasover med (Matt. 26.26-29; Mk. 14:22-25; Lk. 2214-20; | Cor. 11:23-25).

b. Whenitiseaenit isto be dorein away that believers can remember the
Person and the price of their redemption (I Cor. 11:24,25 | Pet. 1:18,19.

c. The bread andthe aup are symbals of Christ's broken bod/ and shed blood on
behalf of the believer (1 Cor. 11:24,25. There aetwo aher views regarding this:

(1) Roman Cathdlics hald that by an ad of conseaation by the priest
the bread and cup are changed into the a¢ual body and dood d Christ
which isthen anew offering of Christ's saaifice Thisisknown as
transubstantiation and is contrary to the Scriptures
(Heb. 1:3; 10:10-12).

(2) The Lutherans had to the view known as consubstantiation. This
holds that the bread and cup remain symbals but those who partake of it
are onsuming the body and Hood d Jesus along with these dements.



d. Noticereferencesto the aup do narefer to it aswine. It iscdled the fruit of
thevine (Matt. 2629).

2. The Lord's supper isto be eden in a prescribed manner.

a. Firstly there must be preparation d one's heat. Thiswasignored by many in
the Corinthian church. Asthey enjoyed alove feast prior to the Lord's supper some
were guilty of gluttony and dunkennesswhich brought chastening upon them for insulting the
Lord in thismanner (I Cor. 11:27:30).

b. Seandy the believer neals to examine himself regarding sinin hislife
(I Cor. 11:28).

c. Thirdly the believer isto judge himself and corred whatever he knows to be
wrong by confessng it totheLord (I Cor. 11:31; | Jn. 1:9). Noticefailureto
examine oneself and corred what iswrong will bring chastening (I Cor. 11:32).

d. Fourthly participationin the Lord's supper shoud be aworshipful experience
(Acts2:46,47. Asthe believer considers what the Lord has dore for him this
shoud result in athankful heat and renewed commitment to live for the Lord
(Il Cor. 5:14,15 8:9).

e. Lastly participation shoud orly involve those who are saved, beptized, unted
with alocd church, andin fell owship.

3. The Lord's supper isalso amemoria of the believer's redemption.

a. Aslsrad was freal from Egyptian bondge by the blood d the Lamb whichis
typicd of Christ they remembered that fad in the pasover feest.

b. Asbelievers partake of the Lord's supper they are remembering their
redemption from bondbage by the blood d the Lamb (I Cor. 5:7).

c. Participation at the Lord's supper is a personal testimony of those partaking
that it was for them. For thisreason unl&lievers have no part becaiseit isno
testimony of things which invalve them.



