1. THE OCCUPANTSAND OBJECTIVE
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

A. WHO ISA PART OF THE CHURCH?

1. The membership of a church consists of persons who have professed faith in
Christ, obeyed the Lord's command regarding baptism and unted themselvesin
the fellowship of alocd assembly in which to serve the Lord and cary out His
will (Acts 2:41).

2. Sincethere'snoway to know what'sin a person's heat, people can become
members of alocd assembly by making false professons of faith (Acts 8:13,21,
Matt. 1324-30). Oftentimesthesefal by the wayside when trials occur

(In. 625-27; Matt. 135,6,20,21Jn. 6:60-66; | Jn. 219).

3. A locd church shoud insist upona dea professon d faith in Christ and
baptism when recaving members and nd just accept people who give no
evidenceof regeneration (Jude 4; Rev. 2:2; Acts 2:41). Some preaders sy:
"if anyone wantsto unite with the church today, come forward." But to recave
members on this basis is to condemn a person and make it ten time harder for
him to ever be saved. Notethisiswhat the Phariseesdid (Matt. 2315).

4. When persons give esidenceof regenerationand have been baptized they
shoud be voted into the fell owship. Thereis noreferenceto this pradice but
this was the methodemployed in al other dedsions concerning the church. It
was used to eled individualsto docertain things (Acts 6:3,5;, 11:29,3Q
15:2,3,29. It wasaso used to excommunicae amember (I Cor. 5:4,5,13.

B. WHY SHOULD A PERSON BECOME A MEMBER IN A LOCAL
ASSEMBLY SINCE THE CHURCH COMPRISES BELIEVERS
EVERYWHERE?

1. All thase who are truly born-again believers are part of the universal asped of
the dhurch.

2. Noticethereisno Scriptural suppat for belonging to the universal church
apart from membership in alocd asseembly. It isalso incorred to refer to the
universal asped of the durch asbeing theinvisible church. The N.T. churchis
avisible locd assembly which meds at a particular place adtime and
comprises an aseembly of red people (Rev. 2.1,8,12,183:1,7,14.

3. It shoud be noted also that just as baptism identifies a person with the Lord's
deah for him, church membership identifies a person with the Lord's people.



Someone has sid, "If baptism isthe first step of obediencein serving the Lord,
then membership in alocd assembly isthe secondstep.” Notice dso that a
personis either whaly obedient or he is disobedient, he caana be 1/3 o 2/3
obedient (Acts 2:41).

4. It followsthen if apersonisagenuine believer in the Lord, heis disobedient
if herefusesto join alocd assembly and identify with the Lord's people and
program of the church.

C. WHY SHOULD THE MEMBERSOF A LOCAL CHURCH MEET ON A
REGULAR BASIS?

1. Membersof alocd asseembly shoud med to worship the Lord (Acts 2:42;
4:23-31) Note Rev. 4:10,11.

2. Members houd med for fellowship and prayer (Acts 2:42; 4:.23-31).

3. Members shoud med to exercise individual spiritual gifts for the elificaion
of one anather (Acts 13:1; 9:31; | Cor. 121-32; 14:23-26).

4. Members froud med to study God's Word and receve spiritual nourishment
(I Pet. 22; 1l Tim. 215).

5. Members shoud med to make dedsions concerning the Lord's will
(I Cor. 5:4,5 andto invalve themselves in goodworks (Acts 11:27-30;
Gd. 6:10; Rev. 25).

6. Members $houd med to olserve the Lord's sipper and stay in fellowship
with the Lord (Acts 2:42; 20:7; | Cor. 11:23-26).

7. Members fhoud med to set agoodexample for thelost in a community and
to aid in carying out the grea commisgon (Matt. 2819,20. If for not other
reasonto let others know whose side you're onl



