#2 SOME PERSONAL APPLICATIONS
FROM THE CHRISTMAS STORY
(Luke 1:39-80)
Notice..

|. THE PRAISE AND WORSHIP FOR WHAT GOD WASDOING (46-55)

A. What God was doing was miraaulous

That Eli sabeth shoud have asonin her old age was a miraaulous and
wonderful thing. To be visited by angels was amiraaulous thing. For
Mary to be cdled uponto be the mother of the Messah was a
miraaulous thing. For the babe to leg for joy in Eli sabeth's womb was
miraaulous but that the Son d God would come through avirgin hirth
surpassed all these things. What amirade!

B. What God was doing was moving

In light of all these things Mary couldn't keep silent. She began to magnify
the Lord in praise and worship.

God may not be doing mirades at thistimein ou lives but Godis doing
gred thingsfor us. Therefore we shoud recognize thisfad and as we witness
His blessng we shoud take timeto praise and worship the Lord.

Thisiswhat Abraham's srvant, Eliezer, did when God led him to a bride
for Isaac(Gen. 2426-27). Thisiswhat Samuel did when God gave
Israd victory over the Phili stines (I Sam. 7:12). Andthisiswhat
Zadharias did (Luke 1:67-79).

II. THE BLESSNG WHICH COMES FROM OBEDIENCE (57-64)

A. Our obedienceis omething which istested by the Lord. We find God tested
Abraham's obediencein dfering his n (Gen. 222). Godtested a
catain man o Godin Jerobcam'sday (I Kings 13). Andso were
Zadarias and Eli sabeth tested. What would they name their son?

B. Our obedienceis more important to God than anything else.

Thiswas brought out by Samuel the prophet to King Saul when he
disobeyed the Lord (Isaiah 1522,23.

C. Our obedience brings blessng

We find as Zadarias wrote the name Johnin oledienceto what God
had said histongue was loosed and his eed restored (Luke 1:63,64.



The Bible is replete with numerous examples of thisfad that obedience
brings blessng.
Il . THE MATTER OF LAYING UP GOD'SWORD IN OUR HEARTS (66)

A. Laying up Gods Word isto receveit, to remember it, to reheaseit, and
to refled uponit.

The Bible mentions two kinds of heaersin James 1:22-25. Those who
hea, bu do nd obey it, do nd lay up Gods Word in their heats.

Mary laid upGodsWord in her heat (Lk 2:19).
B. Laying up GodsWord isto respondrighteously when pu to the test.
Thistruth is demonstrated in Daniel's life (Dan. 1.8; 6:10).

Doing wrong is the cae when people do nd lay up Gods Word
in their heats (Mal. 2:2).



