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[1l. SOME OF THE ANTI-SCRIPTURAL THINGSOF THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT
A. The Matter of Continuows Revelation

Are Christians today still recaving, by inspiration d the Holy Spirit, dired
revelations from God? Charismatic leaders would say yes and affirm that God spe&ksto them ina
variety of ways. The revelations they receve mme through either an audible voice avision,
adrean, an internal impresson a by inspiring them to write asong, compose apoem or to utter
some words of prophegy.

It isnot uncommon today to hea charismatic preaders sy, "Godtold me", or "God
spoke to me andsaid.." Some of these revelations are no doul ludicrous whil e others border on
blasphemy itself. Many remember bad in 1987when Oral Roberts told a nation-wide audience
that God haed spoken to him and threaened to kill him if he couldn't raise eght million ddlarsby a
certain time to satisfy his creditors. Roberts audiencedidn't find ou if thisrevelation were true
because he receved alast-minute reprieve when a Florida dog-tradk owner sent him alarge ded.

Kenneth Hagin claimed that God spoke to hm when he was sngle éou ending a
relationship with awoman becaise she wasimmoral. He remuned that God miraaulously
transported him out of a church ore Sunday whil e he was preading:

Suddenly | was gone! Right in the midd e of my sermon, | foundmyself
standing along a stred in alittl e town fifteen miles away - and | knew

it was Saturday night. | was leaning against abuilding, and | saw this
yourg lady come walking down the stred. Abou the time she got to
where | was danding, a ca came down the stred. The driver pulled

up to the arb, sounced the horn, and she got into his car. He baded

out, turned the other diredion, and started ou of town - and suddenly |
was stting in the badk sed. They went out in the cwurtry and committed
adultery. And| watched them. | was 4gill i n the doud. Suddenly | head
the sound d my voice, and the doudlifted. | was ganding behind my
pulpit. I didn't know what to say, so | just said, "everyone bow your head,"
and we prayed. | looked at my watch, and...I'd been gone @ou fifteen
minutesin the doud. While | was daking hands with people asthey went
out the doar, thisyoung lady came by. | said, "we missed you last night."
She said, "yes, | wasover in " (and she named the littl e
town). | said, "yes, | know" (Hagin, 14,19.

It shoud be noted that charismatics have dandored the authority of the Scriptures
asthe only Word of God and this had led to all kinds of assertions which are no more than



the subjedive words of men substituted for the objedive truth of God's Word.

JohnMacArthur argues that God's Word is the only basis for divine authority. He
has gated:

Once a ongregation sees Scripture & lessthan the final, compl ete,
infalli ble authority for faith and pradice, it has opened the doas to
theologicd chaos. Anyone can claim to be spe&ing God's revelation
and aimost anything can be passed df asdivinely reveded truth.
Make no mistake, some of the best-known charismatic leaders have
abused their people's trust by claiming they are receving new truth
from God, when they redly tead lies and fabricaions (66).

Edward Grosshas also affirmed that God's revelationis completein itself and
that Godis not now giving new revelations. He said:

The orthodox teading of Christianity has always affirmed that God's
spedal, saving revelation to mankindis restricted to the teadings of the
Scriptures... Thisistheisaue. If the Bibleis complete, then it represents
a dosed system of truth. If it entail s afixed and absolute standard of
truth, then the teadings of Scripture may be ascetained and daggmaticaly
aserted. If Godis dill quaing new revelation, then the truth of Godis
still being progressvely reveded, and if this were the cae, ou duty
would be to faithfully li sten to today's prophets as they unravel God's
truth in new and cleaer representations than we find in Scripture.

Few Christians redly consider the subtleties of today's "prophets’ as

an improvement uponthe sanctifying truths given in the Word. | certainly
do nd (150-152.

Present-day charismatic preaders have not only abandored the authority of
God's Word their suppcsed new revelations often contradict what the Scriptures clealy
asert. Note an example of thisisin anew revelation given to Kenneth Copeland. Jesus
suppasedly gave him a message during athree-day victory campaign held in Dall as, Texas.
Jesus reportedly said:

It'stime for these things to happen, saith the Lord. It'stime for
spiritual adivity to increase. Oh, yes, demonic adivity will
increase. along at the same time. But dorit let that disturb you.

Don't be disturbed when people aceise you d thinking you're God.
Don't be disturbed when people acaise you d afanaticd way of
life. Dont be disturbed when people put you dovn and speek
harshly and roughly of you. They spoke that way of me, shoud
they not spedk that way of you?



The more you get to be like me, the more they're going to think that
way of you. They crucified me for claiming that | was God. But |
didn't claim | was God. | just claimed | walked with Him and that
Hewasinme. Hallelujah. That's what youre doing (9).

The student of Scripture knows that Copelandsrevelationisfalse. Thered Jesus
did claim to be God. He repededly make this assertion (Jn. 838, Mk. 1461-64; Jn. 516-18;
30-33) and the gostle Johnrepededly substantiated this truth in his gospel record
(Jn. 1.1, 19.

Is God still spe&ing today and giving new revelations? The answer isno. The
Christian faith rests onthe historicd, oljedive revelation & GodsWord. It aloneis
sufficient to equip the believer for every goodwork (Il Tim. 3:16,17. When the gostle
Johnwas led to write the final book d the Bible the canon d Scripture was closed. Rene
Pade has cited the prohibiti on which Jesus gave mncerning His word and made the following
observation:

Let ead remind hmself of the prohibition d taking anything away
from Scripture or adding anything to it (Deut. 4:2; Lev. 2218-19).
Almost every heresy and sed has originated in a suppcsed revelation
or new experience onthe part of its founder, something outside the
strictly biblicd frame work (319).

According to the doctrine of divine inspiration God supernaturally moved uponthe
writers of Scripture to record Hiswords with perfed acairagy in the original manuscripts.
No oreisinspired o the Holy Spirit in thisway in ou day.

JohnMacArthur has gated the importance of sticking to the Word of God in contrast
to the suppased, "God told me" utterances of men. He said:

It has always been important to be @le to separate God's Word from

that whichisfalse. Godworked through a historicd processto

establi sh the authenticity of the canonso that the whae durch might
have a tea standard. If we now throw out that historicd standard

and redefine inspiration and revelation, we undermine our own ability

to receve Gods truth. If we subvert the uniquenessof the Bible, we

will have noway of distinguishing God's voicefrom man's. Eventualy,
anyone could say anything and claim it is God's Word, and no ore would
have the right to deny it, we ae periloudly close to that situation even nov
(76).



B. The Revival of the Sign Gifts

Foll owing their roats of Pentecostalism, the dharismatics propagate that the sign gifts are
operative today, and are not only evidences of the Spirit's workings, bu they are being used to
producefaith and kring people to salvation.

1. Spe&ing intongues

The dharismatics believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit comes subsequent
to salvation and sanctificaion andit is evidenced by spe&ing in tongues.

It must be seen havever, acording to the Scriptures, the baptism of the Holy
Spirit takes place &the moment of salvation and nd subsequent to it (Rom. 8:9;
Eph. 113). The baptism of the Holy Spirit places the beli ever into the body of
Christ andthisincluded all those canal and ursanctified Christiansin the Church
of Corinth to whom Paul wrote (I Cor. 1:2; 12:13; Gal. 3:26,27).

Asfor the spe&ing in tongues as an evidence of Holy Spirit baptism it must
be seen that tongues served a particular purpaose in the beginning of the dhurch
program but they are not for the present day.

Notice Paul said al the Corinthians had been baptized by the Holy Spirit
(I Cor. 1213), bu all didn't spe&k intongues (I Cor. 1230). The Bible says that
tongues were given as asign to the unbelieving Jews (I Cor. 1421,22. Tongues aso
confirmed the authenticity of the gostles message and invalved knovn languages
(Acts2:6-11; Mk 16:17,18 Heb. 23,4). God spe&king to Israd in ather tongues
asasign to them had been prophesied (Isa. 2811,12 Dt. 2849) and when this purpose
was fulfill ed the gift of tongues ceased (I Cor. 138). For afurther refutation d the
tongues phenomenonthe reader is referred to Evidences Which Defy the Present-Day
Pradice of Tongues-Speé&king by the writer.

2. Heding

Charismatics tead that all sicknessis either the results of some spedfic sin onthe
believer's part or it isthe result of the devil's assault onthe believer. They moreover
believethat it is Godswill for every believer to be well and that God has made
provisionfor thisin Christ's atonement onthe aoss

To conclude that every sicknessistheresult of sin or Satan's attadks is
unscriptural. Noticethe Lord's answer concerning the blind man (dn. 92,3). To propagate
that al disease can be heded by claiming it by faith based uponChrist's atonement is
heresy. Notice Paul'sthornin the flesh was not aresult of sin andits removal was not
predicaed uponfaith on hspart (Il Cor. 127-9).



The Scriptures cited by charismatics to suppat their unhblicd teading of hedingin
in the donement of Christ (Psa. 1033; | Pet. 2224; Isa. 534,5) aretaken ou of context.
The Scriptures make it clea asto the timethat Christ bore the infirmities and sicknessof
men - it was fulfilled duing His eathly ministry (Matt. 8:16,17 and nd onthe aoss

The Scriptures tead that some sicknesscomes from Satan (Lk 13:11-13) and God
may all ow Satan to afflict someone for some particular reason (Job 1).

Some sicknesscomes from God (Ex. 4:1) and while we may not understand the
reason, God will useit to glorify Himself through it.

The Scriptures aso teat us that sicknesscomes as chastening for sin
(Dt. 2820-22; 1 Kings 5; Psa. 11967).

It shoud be understoodthat disease and ceah are universal problems. God
still hedstoday but the gift of heding has ceaed. Despite dl the daims of the
charismatics thereis no evidencethat the sign of heding is operative today. John
MacArthur has asked some darming questions concerning the gift of heding and
confirmed what the Scriptures tead:

Why nat assemble dl thase who say they have gifts of heding

and have them go ou to minister where the worst needs are?

They could start in the hospitals and sanitariumsin their own

area and then move beyondto the four corners of the eath.
Oppatunitiesto hed the sick are unlimited. Andif, as

charismatics often claim, such mirades are signs and wonders
designed to convince unbelievers, would that kind d ministry

not acaompli sh the purpose best? But strangely, the heders

rarely if ever come out of their tents, their tabernades, or their
televisions gudios. They dways san to exercise their gift only

in a controlled environment, staged their way, run acerding

to their schedule. Why do we seldom hea of the gift of heding
being used in haospital hallways? Why aren't more heders using their
gift onthe stredsin India and Bangladesh? Why aren't they in leper
colonies and a so aids hospices where masses of people ae

racked by disease? It isnat happening - why? Because those

who claim the gift of heding do nd redly haveit. The gift of
heding was atemporary sign gift for the authenticating of the
Scriptures as the Word of God. Oncethat authenticity was establi shed,
the gift of heding ceased (MacArthur, 247,24§.

3. Mirades

Charismatics believe andtead that God is giving miraaulous sgns and wonders
in the present day and these ae being used to produce faith among unbeli evers.



The Scriptures reved however, that mirades do nd producefaith in an unkelieving
heat. Numerous examples show that whil e multit udes witnessed the mirades of Jesus,
they did na believe (Matt. 11:20-24). While many witnessed the raising of Lazarus they
did na believe onthe Lord Jesus (Jn. 1147-53; 12:37).

It shoud be noted that the objed of genuine saving faith isthe Lord Jesus Christ,
and nd some mirade. Faith daes not come by the observance of some mirade but by
heaing the gospel message (Rom. 10.17).

The Bible dedares that the gospel, na signs and wondersis the power of God
for salvation (Rom. 1:16). Peoplewhoreged Gods Word wont believeif they
seemirades either (Lk. 1631).

C. The Exercise of the Faith Principle

Asciated with the Charismatic Movement is the Word Faith Movement. Leaders of this
groupinclude Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, Charles Capps, Kenneth Hagin, Fred Price, and
Robert Tilton.

According to these proporents every believer is promised financial prosperity and
perfed hedth and anything lessis smply not Godswill. The Word Faith advocaes believe
that Godis bound ly spiritual laws that govern everything. Accordingly, if abeliever says
the right words and bkeli eves withou wavering then God is forced to respondto the believer's
exercise of the faith principle.

In the Word Faith system of operation Godis not sovereign, a Lord ower all, Heisunable
to work urtil the believer releases Him to doso. Moreover, the Holy Spirit isapower to be
put to use for whatever the believer will s.

These teatings put the believer above God and relegate Him to the role of agenie or
servant whois at the disposal of the believer to carry out his human will .

"Word Faith teading sees faith as an immutable, impersonal law that, like gravity or
the law of thermodynamics, rules the universe: aprinciple that works regardlessof whois
exercising it - or for what" (MacArthur, 342).

Accordingly, anyone, Christian ar non-christian can apply this law and gain results.
Foll owing this false premise Word Faith teaders selittl e need to pray and ask God for things on
the basis of what He will s. Charles Capps has dated:

In August of 1973,the Word of the Lord came unto me saying, "If men
would believe me, long prayers are not necessary. Just speking the
Word will bring youwhat you desire. My credive power is given to



man in word form. | have ceaed for atime from my work and have
given man the book d MY CREATIVE POWER. That power is STILL
INMY WORD. For it to be dfedive, man must spe it in faith...

It isequally as powerful today aswhen | said, "let there be light."

But for my Word to be dfedive, men must spe& it, andthat credive
power will come forth performing that which is gpoken in faith
(136,137.

Word Faith teaders often refer to John 1414 "if you ask me anything in my name, |
will doit." But they neglea Scriptureslike | John 514 and James 4:13-16.

The teadings of the Word Faith Movement regarding the exercise of the faith principle
are aompletely contrary to the dea teadings of Scripture and elevate man to the position
of deity and dethrone God to a position d subservienceto man. JohnMacArthur has pointed
out this hereticd contradiction:

In the Word Faith Religion, the beli ever uses God, whereas the truth
of biblicd Christianity isjust the oppaite: God uses the believer (325).

MacArthur further stated:
Word Faith theology denies God's overeignty, removes the need to

pray to God for any relief from burdens or neeads, and gives the Christian
himself both daminion and credive power (331).



