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[I. SOME OF THE ACCOMMODATING THINGSOF THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT

A. Disregard for doctrine

Charismatics have littl e or noregard for the doctrinal truths of the Bible. It isnot aquestion
of what doesthe Word of God say, bu have you had an "experience’ which may be related to the work of
the Holy Spirit?

Thiskind d attitude toward the Word of God nd only places one's "experience' above what
God says, it is aso contradictory to what believers are cdled uponto do. It aso runs contrary to the
pradices of faithful believerswho have contended for the faith dovn through the ages.

Noticebelievers are cdled uponto search the Scriptures concerning what is preadied (Acts
17:11). The gostle Paul exhorted Timothy to take heed to the doctrine (I Tim. 4:16). He dso rebuked
those who were doctrinally unsound(Phil. 4:2,3; 1 Tim. 1:20; Il Tim. 2:17).

JohnMacArthur has gated an important point concerning disregard for doctrine:

Love goart from truth is nothing more than hypocritica sentimentality.
The Biblica challengeisnot to avoid truth that is controversia, bu
to spe&k the truth in love (Eph. 415) (MacArthur, 15).

B. Spirit of Eccumenicity

The Charismatics have one thing in common and that is sosme "experience’ which they relate

to the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit baptism is evidenced by speaking in tongues or the manifestation
of some other charismatic gift.

Sincethe Charismatics had experience @ove what the Word of God says, and are indiff erent
to dactrinal truths, this has led them to crossall denominational barriers and ogen their doarsto all who
embracesome manifestation d the dharismatic gifts.

JohnMacArthur recourts how the Charismatics crossed denominational li nes:

Also knawvn as "Neo-Penteaostalism,” the charismatic movement

is heir to Pentecostalism which began around 1900.Until 1959
Penteaostali sm was contained in denominations sich as Asemblies

of God, Foursguare Gospel Churches, and the United Pentecostal Church.
But in 1959Penteostalism spill ed over denominational li nes when
Dennis Bennett, redor at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Van Nuys,
California, experienced what he beli eves was the baptism of the Holy



Spirit and the gift of tongues. After that, as John Sherrill put it, the

wall s came tumbling down. The Charismatic Movement spreal to the
Episcopalian, Method st, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Lutheran denominations.
From there it has swvollen to encompassCathali cs, theologicd li berals,

and even pseudO-Christian fringe groups (MacArthur, 20,2)).

As aresult of embradng others onthe basis of their "experience” and nd doctrine, the
Charismatics have been able to dowhat all the dforts of the ewimenicd movement could na acemplish.

Isthis"experience' of spegking in tongues an expresson d the Holy Spirit's work to unte dl
believers with noregard for doctrine? Thiswriter has pointed ou that the tongues phenomenon hes even
occurred among nonchristian groups:

Tongues-spe&king has been heard among Muslims, Mormons, and spiritual
mediums. Unitarian Penteaostals, rejeding the deity of Christ, talk
intongues. Sinceit can be dore by non-christians, tongues-spe&king
canna be the sure sign of one's faith in Christ, much lessof the baptism of
of the Spirit. The reader shoud reagnize the weighty significancein
thisforegoing fad. If tongues-spe&king is smething charaderistic of
heahen and anti-christian groups, how then can it be of the God d the
Bible. This semsto indicae rather that it is of the god d thisworld
(Jones, 42).

C. Useof Cdeéebrities

The dharismatics have used numerous Holl ywood cdebritiesin their television
broadcasts and medings to further their movement. The aiterion for an appeaance seansto be ay kind
of religious experiencethat savors of the supernatural.

Gody believers, who live aseparated lifein obedienceto Gods Word, shoud nae
two thingsin regard to the use of Hollywood persondlities. First of al, just becaise some experienceis
supernatural doesn't mean it is of God. The devil does supernatural things.

Sewndy, when God saves a person He saves him out of sin, and nd to livein sin.
And Hollywood hesrightly been cdled sin-city and still i s despite present-day views regarding sex, nudty,
andfashions. Christians are cdled urto ahaly cdli ng and taught by the Holy Spirit to live aseparated life
(Titus 2:11-14).



