THE BOOK OF REVELATION
CHAPTER NINE

"The Fifth and Sixth Trumpet Judgments'

|. THE SORROWS OF JUDGMENT (continued)

A. Continue with some terrifying adiviti es when the fifth trumpet
sounced (1 - 12).

1. Thistrumpet soundwas foll owed by a star that fell from heaven having
the keysto the ayss(1).

a. Noticethe star here refers to apersonand nd to an ojed.
Note the references "to him" (1), and "he" (2).

b. A morelitera rendering of the word "fall" is"having fallen".
For this reason many conclude this gar to be Satan who
fell from heaven (Isa. 1412-17; Luke 10:13; Rev. 124).

c. Inidentifying this dar it seemsinconsistent however that Christ
who hes the keys (Rev. 1:18) would give the key of the
abyssto Satan. Such aprivilege is unreasonable. It
therefore seans more plausible that the star referred to is
one of God's whois given this key.

2. Thistrumpet soundwas foll owed next by the opening of the (2).

a. This"bottomlesspit" or "pit of abyss' isthe placewhere some of
the wicked angels or demons are @nfined (Luke 8:31;
Rev. 117; 17:8; 20:2,3). It isthe same placethat Satan
himself will be wnfined for athousand yeas (20:1-3).

b. When the angel opened the dyssthere aose asmoke that
darkened the ar andthe sun. This snoke symbalizes the

poers of darknessand also describes the

judgment of the fifth trumpet to beinflicted uponmen by

3. Thistrumpet soundwas foll owed then by an awful kind d judgment
by those who came out of the ayss(3-12).

a. Noticethose who came out of the smoke of the dysswere
like updhe eath (3).

(1) We seehere that these hordes of demons loosed from



the aysswill appea as giant locusts.

(2) Locusts plaguesin the Bible symbali ze God's judgment
uponawicked world (Ex. 1012-20); Joel 1:4-7).

b. Thase who came out of the smoke of the dysswere given paver

as (3). Instead of hurting the eath asdo
natural locusts they will i nflict pain uponmen by stinging as a
scorpion.

c. Thosewho came out of the smoke of the dysswere given a
spedfic purpose (4-6).

(1) These demon-possessed locusts were ommanded nd
to hut the eath bu rather men (4). For
thisreason the 144,000Jews as well as all who knaw the
Lord at that time will be proteded from these demonic
credures.

(2) The torments of these locusts will | ast months
and will be like the pain suffered when amanis gung by a
scorpion (5). Thelife of anatura locust runs five months
when things are green (May - September).

(3) Asaresult of the pain inflicted by these locusts men will
seek physicd (6). Apparently the pain

will | ast five months for men to seek deah to rid themselves.
But in that day men will not have the power to take their
own livesto escgpe God's judgment.

d. Those who came out of the smoke of the ayssare described
in detail (7-10).

(1) These locusts were shaped like epared
for battle and had faces like men. On their heals were
crowns (7). These symbdlize their victory in their warfare
that will be waged against unsaved men.

(2) They will havefaceslike (7) but hair like
andteeh likelions (8). Herewe see
what symbadli zes the red charader of demons - shame
and cevouring of their pray (Note |l Cor. 11:14;

| Pet. 5:8).

(3) Theselocusts will have breastplates like iron and their
wings will give asoundlike dariots and hases going to
battle (9). This representation spedks of their indestructibility
and theimpossbility of escgping their attad.



(4) They will have tail s like scorpions with stingersin them (10).
Note the reference once gjain o the power of their sting to
hurt for five months.

e. Thase who came out of the smoke of the aysswere led by aking
who was the angel of the &yss(11). HisHebrew nameis
Abaddonand hisnamein Greek is Apalyon. Both of these
mean the same thing - " "

4. Thisjudgment is said to be thefirst of threewoes (12). Note 8:13.
B. Continue with some more demonic adivity when the sixth trumpet sounced (13-21).
1. Thistrumpet soundwas foll owed first by avoicefrom the golden altar

commanding the four in the Euphrates river to be
loosed (13-14).

a. Thisvoice oming from the horns apparently speks of God's
sovereignty and pawer to judge.

b. Thisvoiceseansto be an answer to prayer for perseauted saints
in that it spe&ks of more judgment uponthe unsaved.

c. Sincethereisnoinstancein the Scriptures where holy angels are
said to be bound,these boundangles are therefore the
instruments of the second judgment.

d. The Euphratesriver istheriver which is considered to separate

the from the (Ezra4:10-17,
Neh. 29). It marked the Eastern boundry of the Roman
Empire.

2. Thistrumpet soundwas then foll owed seandy by the loasing of the
four angels (15).

a. Note the four angles who are loosed prepare the way for the
exad time of judgment in Godsplan. Instead of "an" it
shoud real "the hour, the day, the month andthe yea" in
which 1/3 of the unsaved men will bedain. Thisis
indicaive of God's appanted time and nd the time of
duration d the judgment.

b. Theloosing of these angels prepares the way for atime of
judgment but the judgment will beinflicted by an army of
men later. Note Rev. 1612.

3. Thistrumpet soundwas foll owed finaly by a fahis




future judgment when the amies of the East and West will mee(16-21).

a. InthevisionJohn kead the number of the amy (16). It was
"twiceten thousand times ten thousand" or 200 milli on.
Sincethe Euphrates sparates the eat and the west this
army is apparently the hordes of the orient such as Red

.Note they will crossthe Euphrateslater in
a onfrontation with the west (16:12).

b. Inthevision Johnsaw the destructive bthe amy
(17-19).

(1) Sincethisjudgment will be caried ou by an army of men
during the tribulation period, what Johnsaw probably
represents modern warfare but he could compare it only to
things that he knew.

(2) The heads of the horses like lions with fire, with smoke
and lrimstone coming out may refer to tanks (17).

(3) By thefire, smoke, and krimstone that came out of their
mouths 1/3 of men were kill ed (18).

(4) Theseinstruments of warfare will also be aleto fire from
therea (19).

c. Inthevision Johnsaw what effed these judgments would have
uponthe rest of the unsaved (20-21).

(1) Those who survived still worshipped and
bvarious kinds (20).

(2) Those who survived still were
of their murders, sorceries, fornicaion, and thefts (21). The
word sorceriesis the Greek word for "pharmadsts’ or drug
users. The picture seems to show that men won't change their
minds abou killi ng, taking drugs, committing fornication and
steding. Note how these things are associated today with
those who wse drugs.




