THE BOOK OF REVELATI ON

CHAPTER SI X

"OPENING THE SEALED SCRQL"

THE OPENING OF THE FI RST SEAL - ANTICHRI ST (6: 1-2)

A. Was followed by an exhortation from one of the

living creatures ford ohnt oc one ands ee (1) .
B. Revealed a rider on a white horse going forth
to conquer with acro whanda bow butn o arrows
(2)
1. The rider here represents Antichrist who
begins his ris e to power. Af ter the
church is rapt ured he goes f orth to

conquerth en atio ns.

2. The fact that the rider has no arrows
represents a bloodless victory or a peaceful
conquering of the nations. The scriptures
tell us that Antichrist will bring about a
false peace as he unites Europe and signs
his covenant with Israel (Dan. 9:27; |
Thess. 5:2,3) . Compare aparallel passage in
the Olivet discourse which concerns Israel
(Matt. 24:4,5).

3. There are some who confuse this rider here
with Christ who rides in conquest at the end
of the tribulation period (Rev. 19:11).
Butnote  first of all that Christ i s in heaven
opening the seals. Secondly to have Christ
coming at the beginning of the tribulation
instead of thee nd is out ofo rder
chronol ogi cally or time wi se.

THE OPENI NG OF THE SECOND SEAL - WAR ( 6: 3, 4)

A. Was followed by a second living creature
calling John' s atte nti on toa second rid er

(3).
B. Revealed a rider on a red horse who was
given a great sword and pow erto t ake pea ce

fromth e earth (4) .



1. The rider here is Antichrist whom we see
is now riding on a different horse.
Red is associated with terror and deat h
(12:3; 17: 3).

2. According to God's planwes eethat
Antichrist will have the authority to
take away the temporary peace which he
hases tablish ed (Dan. 7: 8; 9:2 7).
Notet hep arallelp assages peaking to Israel
(Matt. 24:6,15 Here we see the time of
Antichr 1 st's swi tching horses will be in
the middle of the tribulation period or
after three and one- half years.

1. THE OPENING OF THE THHRD SEAL - FAMNE (6: 5, 6)

A. Was followed by a third living creature calling
John's attentio nto athirdri der (5).

B. Revealed a rider on a black horse with a pair of
balances in his han d (5) . Aong witht he rider
John heardavo ice in the mdst of theli ving
creatur essp eaki ngabout the pric e offoo d (6)

1. Therider here also represents Antichrist

Who will be in control of the food

distribution in the tribulation peri od. The
bl ack horseisa pic ture off amine ( Jer.
14:1,2; Lam 5:10)

2. The penny is the Roman denarius which is worth
about 15 cents . It represented the wages of
an entire day at that time (Matt. 20:1,2).
Ameasur e ofwh eat,about a quart ,w ould makea
labor i ng man one meal.

3. During the tribulation period Antichrist will
have economic control of things when famine
comes as the natural aftermath of wars. The
situation will be such that a man will have to
spend a whole day's wages for one meal of
wheat or for three meals of barley (cheaper
grain). Apparently folks will have oil which
could speak of travel and they will still be
drink ing alco holcbever ages ( Matt. 24:38-41;
Isa. 24:6-12 ). Note onceaga inthe paral |el
passagei n Mat. 24:7.

| V. THE OPENI NG OF THE FOURTH SEAL - DEATH (6: 7-38)



A. Was foll owed bythef ourthlivi ngcreat ure
calling John's atten tionto a fourth n der

(7) .

B. Rev ealeda paleorgr eenis h horsewith death rridi ng upon
it. Alsofo | lowi ng thisrider was hades or the abode
of the dead. To this rider of death was given power to
kill the fourth part of the earth wi t h the sword,
hunger, death, and with beasts (8)

1. The rider here is identified as death and the

color of the hor seis pictu ringth e sanething
(Lev. 13:49).

2. During the tribulation period, as a result of
wars, famine, and pestlen ces, death wil |
claim one fourt h of the people. Out of 3
bl ion thiswou |dmean 750,000,00 O.

3. Note the sword (f r om violence and wars), hunger
(from f am nes), deathand pestilence (diseases
out of the former), and beasts wil | al kill men.
Apparentlyt he animds wll attack nenb ecauseo f
the famine (Ezek. 14: 21). Camar e thi s al so with
the paralledp assageinMatt 24:7.

V. THE OPENING OP THE FI FTH SEAL - MARTYRED SOULS I N
HEAVEN (6:9-11)

A. Revealed the souls of those who were slain for
the Word of God andthei r testimony. The sewere
undert he he avenl y altar (9)

B. Was followed by cries of these souls asking
when their blood wouldb e avengedand their
murdere rsju dged (10)

C. Showed that those souls were given white robes and
told to rest until their fellow servants and
brethren should join  their company (11)

1. Not iceh ere wehave John's at tention take n
fromth e earth to heaven and shows the souls
of those who had been martyred up to that
time during the tribulation peri od. Inth e
O.T. the priest pouredth eb lo od whic h
spokeo f life (Lev. 17:11) wunder the braz en
atar (Lev. 4:7)



2. These souls are those saved during the
tribulation peri od. Afterther apture of the
church martyrdom will be a sign ofthos e who
gets aved. Noti cesai nts are slainin 12: 11;
14:13; and 20:4,5. Amongthese will be Moses
and Elijah(11l: 7)

3. The robes which these souls are given suggest
a temporary body fo r those who die in the
tr ibulation. Accordingt o Rev. 20: 4 these
martyred saints will receive their resurrection
bodies when Christ comes at the close of the
tribulation peri od. Omnce again compareth e
par all el passagein WMatt. 24:9.

VI . THE OPENING OF THE SI XTH SEAL - DI VI NE | NTERVENTI ON
(6:12-17)

A. Revealed agreatca tastrophicjud gment from God.
There was ane arthquake. Thes un becaneb | acka nd
themoon! i ke bl ood. Starsf ellf rom heavent o
earth liker ipef igsan d heavena nd eathwer e
moved (12-14).

B. Resulted inmen of allc lasses tr ying tohide
fro m God and the wratho f thela nb (15- 17).

1. Noticeupt othispointt heju dgnentsi nt he
tribulationwillhav e resulted fromhuman
decisionsand the evil ruleof Antichrist. But
nowwese et hosejud gedre alizingit is God's
judgnmentu pont hem Thist inei s prophesiedi n
Joel 2:30-31; 3:15; Isa. 13:9 -10; 34: 2-4.

2. May explaintheca tastrophicjud gment here as
there sultsofa tomic warf are with men hidi ngin
theea rtht o escape radiation. Butw e should
note thatm en are not tryingto hidefr omthe
destr uctiv ep owers of nenbu tf rom
God's (6: 16).

2. We should note at this time the second 3% years of
the tribulation pe riodor "the great trbulation”
isunder  way.

4. (onpareth ep arall elpa ssages inMatt 24:7; Luke 21:2 4- 26.
According to Luke 21:24-26 'thetm e ofthe Gentil es" were
not fulfilled when Israel became a nation, but will be
fulfill edwhenChrist returnsi n judgnent (Dan. 2:4 4). |t



began wit h the captivi ty of Judah (I I Chron. 36:1 -21) when
the Gentiles ascended over Israel.



