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CHAPTER SI X  

  " OPENING THE SEALED SCROLL"  

I.  THE OPENING OF THE FIRST SEAL - ANTICHRIST (6:1-2) 

A.  Was followed by an exhortation from one of the 
living creatures f or J ohn t o c ome and s ee ( 1 ) .  

B.  Revealed a rider on a white horse going forth 
to conquer with a cro wn a nd a  bow but n o ar r ows 
( 2 ) .  

1.  The rider here represents Antichrist who  
begins his ris e to power. Af t er the  
church is rapt ured he goes f orth to  
co nquer th e n at io ns.  

2.  The fact that the rider has no arrows 
represents a bloodless victory or a peaceful 
conquering of the nations.  The scriptures 
tell us that Antichrist will bring about a 
false peace as he unites Europe and signs 
his covenant with Israel ( Dan.  9 : 2 7 ;  I 
Thess. 5 : 2 , 3 ) . Compare a parallel  passage in 
the Olivet discourse which concerns Israel 
(Mat t . 2 4 : 4 , 5 ) .  

3.  There are some who confuse this rider here 
with Christ who rides in conquest at the end 
of the tribulation period (R e v .  1 9 : 1 1 ) .   
But note  first of all  that Christ i s in heaven 
opening the seals.  Secondly to have Christ 
coming at the beginning of the tribulation 
instead of the e nd i s out of o rd er 
ch r onol ogi cal ly or t im e wi s e.  

II.  THE OPENING OF THE SECOND SEAL - WAR ( 6: 3,4 )  

A.  Was followed by a second living creature 
calling Jo hn' s atte nti on t o a  second r id er 
( 3 ) .  

B.  Revealed a rider on a red horse who was 
given a great sword and pow er to  t ake pea ce 
from th e ear t h ( 4 ) .  



1.  The rider here is Antichrist whom we see 
is now riding on a different horse.   
Red is associated with terror and deat h 
(12 :3 ;  17: 3 ) .  

2.  According to God 's  plan we s ee that 
Antichrist will have the authority to 
take away the temporary peace which he 
has es t abl ish ed ( Dan.  7 : 8 ;  9 : 2 7 ) .  
Not e t he p ar al l el p assage s peaki ng t o I sr ael              
(Mat t .  2 4 : 6 , 1 5  Here we see the time of 
Antichr i st's  sw i tching horses will be in 
the middle of the tribulation period or 
after three and one- half y ear s.  
 

 III.  THE OPENING OF THE THIRD SEAL - FAMINE (6 :5 , 6 )  

A.  Was followed by a third living creature calling 
John's  attentio n to a t hird ri der ( 5 ) .  

B.  Revealed a rider on a black horse with a pair of 
balances in his han d ( 5 ) .  Al ong wi th t he r i der 
Jo hn heard a vo ic e i n t he mi dst of the li v ing 
creatur es sp eaki ng about  the pric e of foo d ( 6 ) .  

1.  The rider here also represents Antichrist 

Who will be in control of the food 
distribution in the tribulation peri od. The 
bl ack hor se is a pic t ur e of f amine ( Jer .  
1 4 : 1 , 2 ;  Lam. 5 : 1 0 )  

2.  The penny is the Roman denarius which is worth 
about 15 cents .  It represented the wages of 
an entire day at that time (Matt .  2 0 : 1 , 2 ) .   
A measur e of wh eat , about a quart , w ould make a  
labor i ng man one meal.  

3.  During the tribulation period Antichrist will 
have economic control of things when famine 
comes as the natural aftermath of wars.   The  
situation will be such that a man will have to 
spend a whole day's  wages for one meal of 
wheat or for three meals of barley (cheaper 
grain).  Apparently folks will have oil which 
could speak of travel and they will still be 
drink i ng alco holic bever ages ( Mat t.  24:38-41;  
Is a.  2 4 : 6 - 1 2 ) .  Note once aga i n the  paral l el 
passa ge i n Mat t. 2 4 : 7 .  

IV. THE OPENING OF THE FOURTH SEAL - DEATH (6:7-8) 



A.  Was  foll owed by the f ourth livi ng creat ure 
calling Jo hn' s atten t io n t o a f our t h ri der 
( 7 ) .  

B.  Rev ealed a  pal e or gr eenis h hor se with death ridi ng upon  
it. Also fo l lowi ng this rider was hades or the abode 
of the dead. To this rider of death was given power to 
kill the fourth part of the earth wi t h the sword,  
hunger, death, and  with beasts ( 8 ) .  

1.  The rider here is identified as death and the 
color of the hor se is  pictu r ing th e same thing  
(L ev.  13 : 49) .  

2.  During the tribulation period, as a result of  
wars, famine, and pestilen ces, death wil l 
claim one fourt h of t he peopl e. Out of 3 
bill i on t his wou l d mean  750,000,00 0.  

3.  Note the sword  (f r om violence and wars), hunger  
(from  f ami nes) , death and pestilence (diseases 
out of the former), and beasts wil l al l ki l l men.   
Appar ent ly t he ani mal s wi l l at t ack men b ecause o f 
the f amine ( Ezek.  14 : 2 1 ) .   Compar e thi s al so with 
the  paralled p assa ge in Matt. 2 4 : 7 .  

 

V.  THE OPENING OP THE FIFTH SEAL - MARTYRED SOULS IN 
HEAVEN (6:9-11) 

A.  Revealed the souls of those who were slain for 
the Word of God and thei r tes t imo ny.  The se we r e 
under t he he aven l y altar ( 9 ) .  

B.  Was followed by cries of these souls asking 
when their blood would b e ave nged and  the i r 
murdere r s ju dged ( 1 0 ) .  

C.  Showed that those souls were given white robes and 
told to rest until their fellow servants and 
brethren should join  their company (11)  .  

1.  Not i ce h ere we have John's  at tention take n 
from th e ear t h t o heaven and shows the souls 
of those who had been martyred up to that 
time during the tribulation peri od. I n th e 
O . T .  t he pr i est pour ed th e b lo od whic h 
sp oke o f l i f e (Lev.  17:11)  under the braz en 
altar (Lev.  4 : 7 ) .  



2.  These souls are those saved during the 
tribulation pe ri od . After the r apture of the 
church martyrdom will be a sign of thos e who 
get s aved .  Noti ce sai nts are sla i n in 1 2 : 1 1 ;  
1 4 : 1 3 ;  and 2 0 : 4 , 5 . Among these  will be Moses 
and El i j ah( 1 1 : 7)  

3.  The robes which these souls are given suggest 
a temporary body fo r t hose who die i n t he 
tr i bul at io n.  A cc or din g t o Rev. 2 0 : 4  these 
martyred saints will receive their resurrection 
bodies when Christ comes at the close of the 
tribulation per i od. Once again compare th e 
par all el passage in  Mat t . 2 4 : 9 .  

VI.  THE OPENING OF THE SIXTH SEAL - DIVINE INTERVENTION 
(6:12-17) 

A.  Reveal ed a g r eat ca t as t r ophi c jud gment f r om God.  
Ther e was an e ar t hquake.  The s un became b l ack a nd 
t he moon l i ke bl ood. Stars f ell f r om heaven t o 
ear t h l ik e r ip e f igs an d heaven a nd earth wer e 
moved (12-14).  

B.  Resul t ed i n men of all c l asses tr yin g t o h id e 
fro m God and t he wrath o f t he La mb (15- 17) .  

1.  Not i ce u p t o t hi s p oi nt t he ju dgment s i n t he 
t r i bul at i on w i l l hav e r esu l t ed f r om human 
dec i si ons a nd t he ev i l r ul e o f Ant ich r is t .  But 
now we se e t hose jud ged re al i zi ng it  i s God's  
j udgment u pon t hem.  Thi s t i me i s pr ophesi ed i n 
Joel 2:30-31;  3 : 15;  Isa. 13:9 - 10;  34: 2-4.  

2.  Many expla i n the ca t as t r ophi c jud gment her e as 
the re sul t s of a t omi c warf ar e wi t h men hi di ng in 
the ea r th t o escape r adi at i on.  But w e shoul d 
not e t hat m en ar e not t r yi ng to  hide fr om th e 
destr uct iv e p ower s of men bu t f ro m 
God's ( 6 : 1 6 ) .  

 

2.  We should note at this time the second 3% years  of     
the  tribulation pe r iod or "the  grea t tribulation" 
is under way.  

4.  Compar e th e p ara ll el pa ssages i n Mat t. 24 :7 ;  Luke 21:2 4- 26 . 
According to Luke 21:24-26  "the tim e of the Gent il es" were 
not fulfilled when Israel became a nation, but will be 
fu l f i ll ed w hen C hr is t r et ur ns i n j udgment (Dan.  2 : 4 4 ) .  It 



began wit h th e capt ivi t y of Judah (I I  Chron. 36:1 - 21 ) when 
the Gentiles ascended over Israel.  

 


