THE BOOK OF REVELATION "THE THINGSWHICH SHALL BE
HEREAFTER’

CHAPTER FOUR”
|. JOHN'SCALLTOHEAVEN
A. Allowed him to see the throne of God (1-3)

1. Aswe consder where Johnwas cdl ed, we now begin to seethingsfrom a
ewpoint (note chapters 4 & 5 are heavenly scenes of
adivity).

2. What John saw concerning the throne he described. The description
and comparisons which he gave ae dl symbdlicd of the of
God (3).

a John said to the One onthethrone was like ajasper and asardiusto
look upon. The jasper being clea speaks of the d
God and the sardius being red spe&s of the d God.
The reference here isto God the Father. Note 1:.4; 4.8; 5:1,7,
6:16; 7:10which makesthis digtinction.

b. Johnsaid therewas a aroundabout the
throne like an emerdd. The emerald being green spesks of the
and oGod (Hab. 32) anddso o the

promise of God (Note Gen. 9:11-17).
B. Allowed him to seethe things aroundthe throne of God (4-7).
1. Surroundng the throne were 24 el ders seded upan 24 thrones (4).

Being clothed with white rament and having crownsof goldisa
picture of thase having been and

a Many hold these ddersto be angels, bu angels are never seen
bfore God kecause their work is never dore

b. There are others who contend that 12 of these dders symbdicaly
represent the church and 12 represent Israd. But 12 coud not
represent Israd for those crowned are crowned with victors
crowns and Israd is not judged and rewarded until the
tribulation (Mait. 25:14-30; Dan. 12:3).

C. These ddersthen are gparently arepresentative body of the .
As David set up 24 aders of the priests to represent al the priests of
Isradl, so these represent the durch which isakingdom of priests. Note



| Chron. 243,518.From Ex. 19:6 and | Pet. 2:6-9 what Israd should
have bean the durch became.

2. Coming out of the throne were lightnings and thunderings and vaces (5). Thisis
symbadlicd of atime of as before astorm comes and speeks of

athrone taracterized not by gracebut by judgment (compare Ex. 1916).

3. Before the throne of God were seven lamps burning which areidentified as the seven
spirits (5). These no daubt symbdli ze the in His
sevenfold ministry. Note Isa. 4:4.

4. Beforethethrone dso, aswdl asinitsmidst and around it, was aseaof glasslike
crystd (6). Thissymbdicdly represents the foundation which the (0}
las bath in its cleansing and establi shing power.

5. Around about the throne John also saw four living creatures (6-7). These are like the
Plsa. 6 which remain at the throne of God.

C. Allowed him to seewhat thase around the Throne of Godwere doing (8-11).

1. Thefour living creaures were involved in continual 6God giving
glory, honar, andthanksto Him (8-9).

2. The 24 dersthat Johnsaw were dso invdved in worshipping God and they did so
by falling down before Him, casting their
before the throne, and ascribing dory to God as Creator (10-11). Notethe
worship hereisdirected to Godthe Father whereasin 59t isdireded to the
Lamb as Redeemer. The aowns gpparently are symbolicd of for
servicedone onthe earth.

D. Isasymbalica reference to the rapture of the diurch.

1. Notice Johniscdled to hearen before the judgment of the tribulation period. So will
the dhurch aso be caught up the tribulation period (Rev. 3:10; |
Thess. 5:9).

2. That John's cdl to heaven is symbolica of the rapture of the churchisadso seenin
the subjeds of thisbook.From 4:1 to 2216the diurchisnot onetime
mentioned and from 4:1-19:10 the events ded with the judgment of the
tribulation period. The reason the church is not mentioned in this course of
timeisbecaiseitisin after thergpture.

3. Note aso since the church will bein heaven before the tribulation and be judged and
rewarded, thismakesit more likely that the 24 elders are representative of the
church.






