THE BOOK OF REVELATION
"THETHINGSWHICH ARE"'

CHAPTER THREE

|. THE MESSAGE TO SARDIS- THE DEAD CHURCH (3:1-6)

A. Commended them for having some that were faithful and had na
themsdlves (4).

B. Condemned their testimony andworks (1,2).

1. Noticethis church had aname a being apiritud church, bu it was
redly spiritudly dead andwithout power (1).

Thisislike so many churches today with their dead athodoxy and
ritudi stic services. They go through the formaliti esbut no ore ever gets
in o through them.

2. Noticethat the works of this church were endemned because they were nat
"perfect” or (2). In ather words the durch was not
daing things that would produceor bring thingsto fruition.

It'sonething for a durch to hdd services, it's mething esefor a
church to fulfill it s purpose of reaching and seeing them

C. Told them to correct the way they were doing things (2-3).

1. To dothisthey were instructed to the things which were
realy to de (2). Thisno douht refersto the thingsthe Lord hes cdled and
commissioned the church to do.

2.To correct their Stuation they needed aso to remember what they hed
received andto keep it (3). Thethingsthey had heard and recelved was a
to reat athersfor Christ (Matt. 2819,20).

3. Thisinvdved repentance or aturn-around o the Lord would judge them when
they didn't exped it (3).

D. Chdlenged them concerning their service (5).
1. NoticeChrigt is presented to this church asthe One who hesthe
Holy andthe the churches (1). The




reason thereis D littl efruitionin many churchesis because folks don't
li sten to the andyield to the leadership of the

2. The dhdlengefor overcomers of this church would beto wak with Chrigt,
be dothed in white rament, and nd be blotted ot of the book of
. Chrig would dso confesstheir names (5).

Thebookof lifeor "of theliving' apparently lists the names of
everyone. When a person who has readhed the age of accourtabili ty
diesunsaved, hisnameisblotted aut of this book. When a person gets
saved hisnameiswrittenin the Lamb'sbook d life dso andremainsin
the bodk of theliving (Note Ex. 32:32; Psa. 29:28).

II. THE MESSAGE TO PHILADELPHIA - THE FAITHFUL CHURCH (3:7-13

A. Commended them for kegoing the Lord's and keing faithful to
Him (8).

B. Had no condemnation nor correction for them. Philadelphiameans "brotherly love"
andrefers higtoricdly to the missonary church of the past 250years.

C. Chalenged them to continue in their faithful service (10-12).

1. Chrigt is presented to this church as the One having the keysto open and shut
(7). Inlsa. 2220-24 weread o Eliakim the son d Hilkiah
who hed the key to dl the treasures of King David. Only when he
opened the door wasit opened, and when he dosed the door it was
closed. Chrigt isthe antitype of Eliakim who hesthe keysto open daors
of opportunity for service

2. Notice Chrigt had given this church an goen daor of service because they had
been (8).

3. Noticebeause of ther fathfulnessto Christ they were promised vindicaion
concerning false brethren andto be spare the hour of testing or the
tribulation period (9-10).

4. The dhdlenge for the overcomers of this church wasto have a
anda in heaven (12). The expresson "pill ar"
symbdizes aplaceof permanence and Christ's name uponthem
symbdlizes ownership by Him.



. THE MESSAGE TO LAODICEA —-THE LUKEWARM CHURCH (3:14-22

A. Had absolutely no words of for them at all.

B. Condemned them for their spiritud poverty, shameandbli ndness(15-8)
1. Notice their spiritudity was diluted S0 that they were neither hat nor cold. They werentt
dtogether worldly or dtogether spiritud but rather they had a mixture of bath
which Chrigt concemned (15-16).

2. Thischurch thought they had everything they needed because they had
wedth. They didn't redli ze they were in a state of sinfulness, shame and
spiritua (17). Becuse of their boasts Chrigt advised them to acquire
red riches, some dothesfor their shameful wickednessand some sdvefor ther eyes
thet they might see(18). Thesethings come only through faithin Christ and show
thet thischurch wasfull of unbdievers

C. Told themto corred their snful condtion (19-20)

1. Asanincentivefor beieversto repent and ke zelousin spiritud things Chrigt reminds
them of how He dedswiththose He (19).

2. Asfor sdvation and fel owship for those who were not saved Christ lays down the
for them (20).

D. Gavethem achdlengeto consder (21).

1. Thosewhowere overcomerswoud st with Chris onHis

(21).

2.NoticeLaod ceameans” d the peopl€" andrefersto the
gpodate church o the lagt days which is democratic and no longer foll ows the
that God hes given. To this church Chrig is presented as the
Onewith thefind word and autharity (14).

The present day gpadtate durch o thelast days doesna recognize the word and
authority of Christ. It is materialy but spiritually in

3. NaticeChrig ispictured ousdethe doa of the gpogtate church o thelast days (20).



