THE BOOK OF REVELATION
CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

"NEW THINGSOF THE ETERNAL STATE"

|. THE NEW THINGSWHICH GOD WILL MAKE (1-2)
A. Will comeinto existence dter the millennium and the Grea White Throne Judgment (1-2).

1. Johnsaw anew and anew (1). Notethefirst hearen
and eath were pas=d away.

2. Along with the new hearen and eath Johnsaw a new (2).
It was coming down ou of heaven.

a. Some had that new Jerusalem will be asatellite aty suspended over the eath
during the Mill ennial.

b. Otherslike myself hold new Jerusalem to be anew city creded after the
Millennium. The things goken abou this city are related to the dernal state of the
saints rather than to the Mill ennial kingdom.

c. Itlogicdly follows snce Christ will be reigning during the millennium onthe
eath in Jerusalem and since Rev. 206 states the saints will reign with Him they will
not therefore be out in spacein some satellite daty. Also sinceRev. 212 isthefirst
mention d new Jerusalem there is no Scripture to suppart its existence until after the
Millennium. Note dso if this city is coming down for the saints to inhabit, as abride
adorned for her husband, for whom would it be?

B. Will be arenovation d the first heaven and eath (1).

1. Notetheword "new" here means new in and nd in kind.

a. Thisisthe same word spoken o a Christian convert (Il Cor. 5:17).

b. Acoording to Il Pet. 3:7-10, the old heaven and eath will be renovated by
after the millennium.

c. What we seehere then isthe old heavens and eath cleansed by fire and hencenew
in quality. According to the Abrahamic Covenant Palestine belongsto his s«
forever and God won' crede another Palestine only cleanse the old.



2. Note the new eath will have no The only water described is that of the river
in Rev. 221.

3. Concerning the new heaven, the new eath, the new Jerusalem, logicd sequencewould
demand after the the heaven and eath will be renovated by fire
then anew heaven and eath will appea with anew Jerusalem on eath.

II. THE NEW BLESSINGS FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD (3-8)
A. Will beginwith anew kind d relationship with God (3-4).

1. WeseeGodwill dwell with men in apersona andintimate way as before the
(3).

2. Godwill removethe completely and as a mnsequence dl the former
things such as deah because of sin, sorrow, and pain will passaway (4).

a Some ontend that this text teades the saints will shed teasin heaven for their
former fail ures on eath.

b. The emphasis hereis nat on the remorse of saints but the comfort of God. It's
spe&ing abou the aurse being finally lifted with all it s consequences.

c. If theteasareto beidentified they will be those of people in the millennium.
During that time the aurse will not have been completely removed. People will till
die andloved oreswill still sorrow. After the millennium when Satan heads his
revolt, deah, sorrow, crying and pain are still existing (Rev. 20.9).

B. Will i nclude the establi shment of an eternal abode (5-8).

1. Notethewords"it isdone" is areferenceto God's completed work to provide the saints of
al the ages with an eternal (5-6).

2. Here we seethe saints will not just possesscertain provisions or dwell for eternity as
they did in the millennium but rather will i nherit all (7). Note here

in al of Johris writings thisisthe only time he referred to a believer asason. Thisreveds
further the new relationship of verse 3.

3. Theunsaved by contrast are charaderized in verse 8 and will be burned with fire and
brimstone d@ernally as prior judgment has been given (20:15; 21.8).



[Il. THE NEW CITY FOR THE SAINTS OF GOD (9-27).
A. Isidentified asthe Lamb's wife (9-11).
1. Notethiscity iscdled the Lamb's éng pictured as a bride meding the

Bridegroom (9). If the saints and Christ werein it during the millennium why would this
figure be used?

2. Johnwas carried to a high mourtain to seethat new city descending from God (10-11).
Thismeansit will be onthe new

3. Theidentificaion o the new Jerusaem as the Lamb's wife shoudd na be amnfused
with the Lamb's wife of Rev. 197 which isthe church.

B. Will havefounditions, wall s, gates (12-14).

1. Therewill be12 inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes
of the dhildren of Israd and eat gate will be guarded by an angel (12,13.

2. Thewalswill bebuilt of twelve foundations ead inscribed with the names of
the twelve (19).

C. Will be equdl inlength, breadth, and height (15-16).

1. Thereal measured abou 10fed and ead dmension d the aty was 12,000

2. A furlongis582fed so 12,000furlongsisequivalent to 1,342

D. Will have awall aroundit li ke jasper (17-18).

1. Thewall measured 144cubits. Asauming a aibit to be 18 inchesthe wall around
the dty measured 216ft.

2. If new Jerusalem were asatellit e aty why would there be gates and awall
aroundthe aty?

E. Will have awall with founditions of predous gones (19-20).
F. Will have pealy gates and streds of pure gold (21).
G. Will have notempleinit (22).

1. Thisisunlike the millennium reign which will have atemple for the worship
of God.



2. Herewe nate dl shadows and types will be dore avay with.
H. Will belighted by the Lamb (23)

1. Once @ain we note adistinction between this city and that of the Mill ennium.
During the Mill ennium the and will li ght the eath.

2. Thiscity will transmit the glory of in the form of light.
[. Will be open to those saved for eternity (14-27).

1. Apparently in God's renewed universe there will be otthe eath
(24) compare 22:2.

2. The gates will never be shut (25).
3. All glory will be brought and given to God to Whom it belongs (26).

4. The anphasisin verse 27 isnot on keging anyone out of this city but rather onthe
charader of the perfed environment and the objeds of God's grace



